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Special Points of
Interest

•

Lonnie Frampton’s
message to you is
our cover story. He
has a challenge for
each of you planning to attend.

•

Read more about
the 2008 Charleston
reunion plans on
page three in “Our
View.”

•

Welcome Mat on
page four has five
new names for the
roster. We welcome
them and hope to
see them at the reunion.

•

•

On page four read
about the phone
cards that were sent
to Iraq and Afghanistan.
Photos from 1954
are on page five
thanks to Frank
Nocerito.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Lonnie K. Frampton
First let me apologize for
not having a President’s
Message in the last newsletter. I was out of town for
an extended period and
when I returned I had computer problems and couldn’t
receive my e-mails. Everything is back to normal now,
at least as normal as it can
get.
I am excited about being
President of the Association
and thank all of you that
had the confidence in me to
elect me as your President.
There are some exciting
things taking place that I
feel sure will please you.
Last year we had hats that
identified us as a unit. This
year, thanks to the hard
work of Gary Dunow, the
Association Secretary or
Chief Scribe as I call him,

we will have shirts with a
unit logo. In addition to the
shirts, VP Tom Sevits is
gainfully employed in getting us a flag with the unit
logo on it.
I am anxiously awaiting
the reunion in Charleston,
SC. In looking forward to
the reunion I am asking
each of us to contact at
least one of our buddies
and convince them to come
to the reunion. If each one
of us could convince one
person to attend, it would
be the biggest reunion we
have had to date.
On a sad note, since the
reunion in Tucson, I have
received word that we have
lost two of our members.
Bill Martin passed away in
2006, his wife Maxine
passed away in July 2007
and Col. Bill Vernau passed
away in January 2008. All

three were very good
friends of mine and I miss
them.
Let us set our sights on
Charleston, SC in September and endeavor to get
that one buddy to come to
the reunion.
See you there.
___________

ASA OKINAWA
2008 REUNION
CHARLESTON,
SC
SEPT. 10—14
SHERATON HOTEL
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Tom Sevits
Well, winter is drawing to a close
(I hope), and we can start thinking of
Charleston. I hope that you are also
looking forward to the reunion in
Sept. Have you contacted anyone to
get them to the reunion? Try to get at
least one person that has not been to
a reunion before or maybe only
came once. We need to have a great
turnout for this reunion.
The board has been working hard
to get shirts ready for the reunion.
You should see the e-mails traveling
back and forth! Hopefully, somewhere in this newsletter will be an
order blank for you to order shirts.
(See page 7.) We are planning on
having the shirts delivered to the reunion for those attending. If you want
a shirt (you may order more than
one), but are unable to attend the
reunion, we will ship the order to you.
Of course there will be an additional
charge for shipping. So come to the
reunion and pick up your order and
save a few bucks!!!
We are also working on getting a
flag made with the U.S. Army Station
Okinawa logo, and it should be ready
for the reunion. At that time, we can

take orders if you want a flag for yourself. All the details haven’t been
worked out on how we’ll go about that
at this time, but we’ll let you know
about cost etc. at the reunion. The
more flags we order, the less cost per
unit.
In talking with Larry, I understand
an itinerary has not yet been set for
the reunion. If you have not yet sent in
your survey from the November newsletter, do so ASAP. You can also retrieve a survey online from Larry’s
web site and submit your preferences.
You should get the survey in ASAP,
also.
For those who may not have
heard, we have lost another member
and friend of the Association. Col. Bill
Vernau passed away this past winter.
I had the privilege of representing the
Association at the funeral home.
There was quite a big crowd, and I did
get to talk briefly with his two sons
and two daughters. They were very
appreciative that I attended to pay the
Association respects.
See you in Charleston!!!
__________

TREASURER’S REPORT ASA ASSOCIATION
AS OF FEBRUARY 29, 2008
Check book balance Sept 12, 2007......................$8472.09
Dues Received..........................................................$785.00
Income from Tucson Raffle.......................................$645.00
Income from Torii hat sales.........................................$24.04
Total income Sept. 12, 2007to Feb. 29, 2008........$1454.04
Disbursements:
Hotel and meals for Tucson Honor Guard...............-$649.90
Newsletter November 2007......................................-$378.00
Phone cards for Troops..........................................-$1000.00
Postage and supplies..................................................-$20.35
Total Disbursements.............................................-$2048.25
Check book balance February 29, 2008...................$7877.88
Miscellaneous
Reserve Change Fund..............$50.00
Adjusted Balance February 29, 2008.....................$7927.88
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas A Sturgeon, Treasurer
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ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Lonnie Frampton, President
20 Heights Rd
Newville, PA 17241
717-776-5139
lonboy1@earthlink.net
Tom Sevits, V President/Pres Elect
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg*, OH 43551
419-874-7680
Tom.judy@wcnet.org
Jim Norrbom, Immediate Past Pres
11409 Christensen Ct
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-890-2384
norrbom@aol.com
Billy “Tex” Davenport, Past Pres.
PO Box 241
Tioga, TX 76271
903-564-7012
texokinawa@aol.com
Larry Eckard, Past Pres
1225 34th Ave NE
Hickory, NC 28601
828-256-6008
larrymlrs@charterinternet.com
Bill Overholt, Past President
69 Hillside Rd
Turnersville, NJ 08012
856-218-0124
asasobie@aol.com
Gary Duenow, Secretary
6090 Indian Dr
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411
319-393-2234
thedue60@msn.com
Tom Sturgeon, Treas
12 Cherry Lane
Olmstead TWP, OH 44138-2916
440-427-9985
duosturgeons@aol.com
Paul Watson, Membership Chairman
17 Baker Rd
Salisbury, MA 01952
978-465-7473
Ross Lee, Chaplain
801 Newcomb Dr
Benton, AR 72015
501-778-3345
*Note correction from last issue.

__________
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OUR VIEW
By Larry Eckard

Looking to Charleston
As we get older it seems like time
goes by much faster. I know for an
absolute fact that the time between
my birthdays is much shorter now
than it was when I was a kid. And so it
is with our reunions. It is already time
to start thinking about Charleston in
September and the great time we are
going to have there. Just so you don’t
forget, the dates are Sept 10-14.
For the uninitiated, Charleston is
not the sleepy little southern town that
some folks think it is. Charleston is a
major tourist town, with lots of attractions, and a lot of history and mystery.
It is a totally different atmosphere
than anywhere we’ve been before.
Life is slow-paced in Charleston; don’t
expect to do anything in a hurry, and
we aren’t going to change that. It is
not cheap either. I can’t wait to describe to you all of the attractions and
activities that you elected to do.

the story of the portrait will get one
free city tour, on what- ever day we
have the Charleston city tour. The
winning entry will be published in the
next issue of the newsletter. If there
are no winners, your friendly ole editor will tell you the story!
As we’ve always done in the past,
the entire reunion format and agenda
was developed from the responses to
the surveys that were in the newsletter. And as always, there was a really
great response. So we feel comfortable in saying the reunion is going to
be what you want. Will the entire
agenda please everyone? No, probably not, but we sincerely hope there is
something for everyone. We don’t
have any idea what order things will
be done, but it looks like we’ll do as
many of the following events and activities as we can cram into three
days.

•

A visit to Ft Sumter—you know
the place where the Yankees
forced the Confederates to make
a pre-emptive strike launching the
War of Northern Aggression—
was the most popular of the attractions

•

Followed closely by a dinner
cruise

•

Then we have the city tour by
carriage ride

•

Visit to a plantation, (probably
Boone Hall)

•

Patriots Point, The Citadel, the
Confederate Submarine HUNLEY
all had enough “votes” to justify a
visit if we can work all three into
the schedule.

Before going any further, take a
close look at the photo below. This is
a post card reproduction of an original

If you like, you can go back to the
last newsletter and read a description
of the above activities and decide
which ones you want to participate in.
portrait of George Washington. The
200 plus year old portrait is on display
(yes even today) in the Charleston
City Council Chambers. There is a
most interesting story behind this portrait. The first person who can tell me

You will note that the shirts are now
available for order. It would be neat if
every couple who goes on the dinner
cruise would wear a shirt (and cap
from last year if you have one) to
show our pride and unity.

Tom Sevits is the Flag Man; he will
bring us up-to-date-on that item of
business,
Some years ago b4 we got old,
someone suggested allowing children
of members to become associate
members to help preserve the unit
history and traditions. We were so
young then not much consideration
was given to it. Maybe it is time to
revisit that matter.
As most of you know the Association bought $1,000.00 worth of phone
cards from the AAFES (for you oldtimers that is what we called the PX)
for troops in Iraq or Afghanistan. Although we have not received any formal acknowledgement that the cards
have been distributed, I did confirm
they were received by elements of the
525th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade.
This is a MI Brigade engaging in all
types of intelligence collection, including signal intelligence, human intelligence, counterintelligence, ground
sensor radar, with an intelligence and
reconnaissance platoon of infantry
and MI troops. So the cards are in the
hands of the troops. When the cards
were ordered, ASA Okinawa Association was listed as the donor, but I am
not totally sure that a return address
was listed, so it is entirely possible
that even though the troops know
where the cards came from, they may
not know how to contact us and acknowledge receipt. But as I said, we
have confirmed delivery and that is
the important thing.
The reunion registration packets
will be out in May. You know the
dates and location, so make your
plans to be there.
You read elsewhere the news
about Col Vernau. He truly was one of
the good guys. We will have an ojisan
and coke in his honor at the reception.
__________
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WELCOME MAT
The following members have
been located since the last newsletter. Welcome to the Association.
We hope to see you at the next
reunion and hear from you about
your memories of your time spent
in Okinawa.
Michael Bushnell
(1962-65) SP4 51st SOC
1708 Blevins
Keller, TX 76248
817-798-4325
bush6d@aol.com
Richard Rouse
(1966-70) SP5
112 Glen Ave
Ellwood City, PA 16007
724-758-3124
rrouse808@hotmail.com
John Czarnecki (1968-70)
26 Francis Ave
Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-9034
jsczar@verizon.net
William Miller
(1961-63) SPC4 ASA
2683 CR31
Waterloo, IN 46793
260-837-7436
James Collins
1011 Via Cabrillo
Sierra Vista, AZ 85638
__________
The Torii Typhoon is Published By:
Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc
PO Drawer 11399
Hickory, NC 28603
828-256-6008 (voice)
828-256-6559 (fax)
Dinamlrs@charterinternet.com
Larrymlrs@charterinternet.com
karenmlrs@charterinternet.com
WWW.MLRSINC.COM/ASAOKINAWA
“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t Have
To”
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TAPS
The Typhoon learned of the following
deaths since the last newsletter was published. The deaths are not necessarily
recent, but they were just learned of. The
entire membership extends our deepest
sympathy to the widows, families and
friends of the deceased.

Clarence Thompson (1957-60)
Died April 11, 2005
William Bosia (1957-59)
Died March 20, 2005
Robert Fritz (1953-55)
Died September 20, 2005
William Vernau (1954-57)
Died January 24, 2008
William Martin (1954-57)
Died 2006
Fumi Bross (wife of Bob Bross)
Fumi was from Sobi Village, Okinawa

PHONE CARDS SENT TO
IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN
As you will recall at the last
business meeting the association allocated $1,000 for the purchase of prepaid phone cards for Military Intelligence troops deployed either in Iraq
or Afghanistan. That has now been
done.
Contact was established with the
Command Sergeant Major of the Military Intelligence Center & School, who
provided us with the name of a MI
soldier who would distribute the cards
to MI troops.
After looking at several commercial
retailers, we (the Association officers)
determined that the Army and Air
Force Exchange System (we knew it
as the PX) had the best deal available, so we ordered the cards thru the
PX system. We were able to obtain
182 phone cards, each with 75 minutes of “talk-time”. Total cost for the
cards, including shipping, was
$991.40.

William F. “Bill” Vernau
Mr Venau was born May 11,
1928, in Pittsburgh and passed
away Jan. 24, 2008 in Newark,
OH. Before retirement, he was a
colonel in the U.S. Army, proudly
serving his country in the Korean
War and three tours in the Vietnam
War. Bill was the recipient of many
military medals and was awarded
the Legion of Merit five times. After
his military service, he worked in
the oil and gas industry with his
brother, Don Vernau, for 15 years.
He was a member of St. Edward the Confessor Catholic
Church, was a member of the
Newark Lions Club, where he
served as tail twister, and belonged to the Moundbuilders Country Club, where he enjoyed playing
gin with his friends. Survivors include 2 sons, James and Jonathan
and their wives; 2 daughters,
Karen and Terri and their husbands; 11 grandchildren and 3
great-grandchildren; and many
other family members. He was preceded in death by his wife, Nancy.
__________

CHRISTIAN HUMOR
Q. What kind of man was Boaz
before he met Ruth?
A. Ruthless
Q. What do they call pastors in
Germany?
A. German shepherds
Q. Who was the greatest financier
in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock
while everyone else was in liquidation.

TORII TYPHOON

VOLUME 7 ISSUE 2

PHOTOS FROM FRANK NOCERITO

Our troop ship leaves the pier from Okinawa, 1st
week in Dec ‘54—not sure, possibly Nelson
Walker or Gen Freeman.

The Army Band plays as the ships prepare to leave
Okinawa, Dec ‘54.

The above (believe RCA) Quonset hut was where we
made long distance calls to stateside.

A tomb, possibly on the outer perimeter of the Post.

Thanksgiving Day 1954 the Indigenous Personnel, as
they were called, posed for a group shot for me. I made
prints in the Post darkroom and everyone got a pix. I ate
exceptionally well for the next few weeks till I shipped out
to the states in Dec. ‘ 54.

Ladies’ beauty parlor on a main street in Naha,
Okinawa either 1953 or 1954.
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CHARLESTON
FACTS

A POEM
Three friends were sitting around a bar,
Each one smoking a big cigar;
Each one guzzling a beer,
Each one’s eyes were filled with fear.
Each one had decided to go to war,
To keep the Japs from his back door;
But each by some earthly chance,
Had joined up in a different branch.
The Marine arose on sturdy feet,
His eyes were filled with much conceit;
“When this is over, we’ll meet again,
And I’ll tell you stories of real men.”

•

Charleston boasts the first public
college, museum and playhouse
in the United States.

•

George Gershwin composed his
well known opera Porgy and
Bess while living on Folly Beach,
South Carolina. Porgy and Bess
are buried in the James Island
Presbyterian Church graveyard.

•

The first game of golf played in
the United States took place in
Charleston, South Carolina.

•

North America’s longest cablestayed bridge spans the Charleston Harbor. The Arthur J. Ravenel, Jr. Bridge connects historic
Charleston and Mount Pleasant,
South Carolina.

•

The first shot to be fired in the
Civil War was fired by Citadel
Cadets stationed on Morris Island.

•

The walls of the American fort on
Sullivan’s Island were made of
spongy Palmetto logs. This was
helpful in protecting the fort because the British cannon balls
bounced off the logs.

The sailor smiled, “You will learn,
And you will hear when I return.”
The soldier never said a word.
But looked as if he hadn't heard;
“I’ll neither brag nor boast my men,
Until I’m sure I’m back again.”
The war was over and they were back,
Drinking beer in the same old shack;
The sailor with ribbons on his chest,
Stood up before the rest.
“Friends, I really saw a fight,
In Italy, Germany and the other sites;
I shot down Japs right out of trees,
Now beat that if you please.”
The Marine rose up with a smile,
And laughed at the sailor for a while;
“I killed more Germans to my delight,
Far more than I could recite.
But you would lose your appetite
If I told you of my every night.”
The soldier never said a word,
But looked as if he hadn’t heard;
Then up he jumped and hit the bar, with
a vicious slam,
And said, “I was in the ASA, by damn!”
The Marine arose with awe, the sailor
too,
“Brother, we owe the drinks to you.”
For each had heard and each knew
well,
There stood before them a man—
returned from hell.
Submitted by Earl DeKay
___________

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES
FOR MARCH 2008 $263.75

SEVEN WONDERS OF THE
LOWCOUNTRY
•

Johns Island—Angel Oak

•

Downtown Charleston—The Battery

•

Charleston—Mount Pleasant

•

Berkeley County—Cypress Gardens

•

Charleston County—Fort Sumter

•

Banks of the Cooper River—
Mepkin Abbey
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STATEMENT OF
PUBLICATION
The Torii Typhoon is the official
publication of the Security Agency
Association Okinawa. It is published
tri-annually in March, July and November. The Newsletter is funded
by voluntary contributions from the
membership. Contributions should
be sent to the treasurer. All members
are encouraged to support the voice
of ASA Okinawa. A financial statement appears annually in the November issue.
The newsletter is intended to be a
vehicle for the members to express
opinions, make suggestions and especially share experiences.
Unless otherwise stated,
the
views and opinions printed in the
newsletter are those of the article’s
writer, and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the Association
leadership or the Editor of the Newsletter.
All letters and stories submitted
will be considered for publication,
except unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters requesting the
writer’s name be withheld will be
honored, but published on a space
available basis. Signed letters with
no restrictions will be given priority.
Letters demeaning to another
member will not be printed; letters
espousing a political position will not
be printed.
The editor reserves the right to
edit letters to conform to space limitations.
ML&RS, Inc. is not responsible for
the accuracy of articles submitted for
publication. It would be a monumental task to check each story. Therefore, we rely on the submitter to research each article.
You are encouraged to actively
participate in the newsletter family,
by submitting your stories and suggestions.
__________
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Association Offers Shirts, White & Teal Blue
With or Without Collars

To go along with the hat you ordered last this year, the association is offering shirts with and without collars. Shirts are available in two colors, white and teal blue. Both types of shirts have a pocket and the logo
shown above will be above the pocket. For those attending the reunion, the shirts will be available for pick-up
there; for those ordering a shirt but not able to attend the reunion, the shirt will be mailed to you. Please use
the order form below.
Size: Small _____; Med _____; Large _____
Name:___________________________

XL _____; XXL _____; XXXL _____
Color: White _____ Blue _____

Address: ________________________

Cost w/collar: S thru XL $18.00;
XXL $19.50

City: _________________________

XXXL $21.00

Cost w/o collar: S thru XL $15.00;
XXL $16.50

XXXL $18.00

State: _________ ZIP: __________

Postage and handling (if not attending reunion) $5.00

Mail your order to:

Total Enclosed: $ __________________

ASA Okinawa Association
Gary Duenow
6090 Indian Dr NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411

Make checks out to: ASA Okinawa Association

