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Special Points of
Interest

TRIBUTE TO THE 111th SIGNAL SERVICE CO.

•

Read about the
111th Signal Service Company in our
cover story.

•

President Lonnie
Frampton has some
questions for you in
his article on page
two.

We are
not aware
of any surv i v i n g
member of
the 1st Operating
Platoon, 126th Signal Service Company. These are
the guys who landed on
Okinawa in April of 1945.
This platoon was the first
Signal Intelligence unit on
Okinawa and we all owe
our heritage to this contingent of WW II soldiers. In
July 1945, the 126th was
later joined by the 125th Signal Service Company. It is
unclear whether the two
units were together or
whether they were in separate locations. We do know
the 125th only remained on
the island until the end of
the war in September 1945.

•

•

Two new names for
Welcome Mat are on
page three. Please
continue to search
for new members.
News from your fellow comrades are
found in Mail Call
on page three.

•

Do you remember
the Ryukyu Armed
Services Police
chasing anyone?
One contributor
does. See his story
on page four.

•

Pictures from 1961
are on page five.

The 126th remained on

Okinawa at Shimabuku until
1948 when the unit (less
personnel and equipment)
transferred to Kyoto, Japan.
Simultaneously, the 111th
Signal Service Company
deployed to Okinawa from
Seoul, Korea and assumed
the mission formerly assigned to the 1st Plt, 126th
Signal Service Company.
On 1 April 1951, Field
Station 8603 Area Administrative Unit, assigned to the
111th Sig Svc Co, was organized at Futenma. Pay
attention to that, the 8603rd
was once a subordinate to
the 111th. Initially the unit
existed only on paper with
one officer and one enlisted
man assigned. In May 1952
a full contingent of personnel was assigned to the
8603rd.
In October 1951 the
111th was redesignated the

327th Communications Reconnaissance Company
and was ultimately transferred (less personnel and
equipment) to Fushimi, Japan.
We are not trying here to
give you a complete history
of Signal Intelligence operations on Okinawa, but
rather trying to acquaint you
with the significant role the
111th Signal Service Company played in our association’s heritage.
Editor’s Note:
We were just informed of
the death of Dale Beasley
who was the web master of
the 111th Signal Service
Company
web site.
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

VICE PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

By Lonnie Frampton

By Tom Sevits

To all of my ASA Okinawa comrades and their ladies, I wish you a
warm transition into Spring and a
bright outlook for the Summer. I am
ready for and looking forward to
warmer weather. Once Christmas is
over I am ready for the snow, ice and
the other uglies of Winter to disappear. If Winter consisted of snow
only I could handle that. I just don’t
care for freezing rain and ice.
Enough babbling and on to more
important issues. Has everyone that
plans to go to the reunion in St. Louis
submitted their preferences for activities to see and do? Has everyone
contacted at least one friend that
hasn’t been to a reunion and encouraged them to attend? And to our
comrades and friends that may have
missed the most recent reunions, we
missed seeing you and enjoying your
company. Please give us the honor
of your presence in St. Louis. After
all, the reunions are a lot of fun and
they present the attendees an opportunity to see a different part of America each year. How truly blessed we
are.
I wish all of you a wonderful and
safe Spring and Summer and Faye
and I will see you in St. Louis in September.

Once again we have survived
a winter season. It seems to get
longer every year, at least it does
to me! Spring brings thoughts of
golf, fishing, gardening, strolls in the
parks, and of course, thinking about
the ASA Okinawa reunion. This
year the reunion will be in the middle of the country in St. Louis. So all
of you west coast folks won’t have
to travel all across the country.
Start making your plans for September 9th thru the 13th. I’m not sure if
all of the itinerary has been set, so
maybe you can still get your two
cents worth in by filling out the survey on Larry’s website!
One of the items on this year’s
agenda will be a talk from one of
our members, Bill Hauda. I spoke
with Bill when he ordered a flag last
fall. He indicated the he had some
stories about the history of the ASA
on Okinawa, and he would like to
share them.
Speaking of flags…I still have
two 3’X5’ unit flags left. I can also
take orders for the garden flags.
To order more garden flags, I must
have a minimum order of 12. I will
take names until I get at least 12.
My address, e-mail, and phone
number are located elsewhere in
this newsletter if you want to contact
me on either flag.
As I have stated before, please
contact men that you served with
and get them to come to the reunion! We need to make this an ongoing project. I know of at least two
men that live not too far from St.
Louis, and I will be contacting them
to apply a little pressure to get them
to attend!
Have a great spring and summer and we’ll see you in St. Louis in
September!

Lonnie Frampton
President
__________

ASA OKINAWA
2009
REUNION
SEPTEMBER 9-13
ST. LOUIS, MO
CROWN PLAZA HOTEL ST. LOUIS
AIRPORT

__________

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES for
March 2009— $300.48 (mailed to 179
dues paying members)
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TAPS
The Typhoon learned of the
following deaths since the last
newsletter was published. The
deaths are not necessarily recent,
but they were just learned of. The
entire membership extends our
deepest sympathy to the widows,
families and friends of the deceased.
Ronald Linsky
Died August 14, 2005
Robert Dinkel (1955-57)
Died May 15, 2008
Frank Jett
Died June 25, 2008
Gaylord Earney
CWO (1957-59)
Died November 14, 2008
Greenberry Bailey
Died August 28, 2007
Robert Kinser
Sgt (1950-53)
Died March 2008
Jim DeRocher
Died October 2008
George Ege (1955-57)
Died February 2008
James McCloy
Died July 19, 2008
Dale Beasley
111th Sg Svc Co
Died March 4, 2009
John Crone, Sr
Sgt (1953-56)
Died May 10, 2008
Robert Quinn (1955-57)
Died September 22, 2008
__________
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still living with it:

WELCOME MAT
The following members have
been located since the last newsletter. Welcome to the Association.
We hope to see you at the next reunion and hear from you about your
memories of your time spent in Okinawa.
Don Gillies
(1954-55) SP3
11580 Village Ln
Evansville, IN 47725
812-867-7944
don26@insightbb.com
Arthur Spevacek
1451 Marene Dr
Harrisburg, PA 17109
aspevacek@verizon.net
__________

TREASURERS’ REPORT
For February 9, 2009
Beginning balance: ........$8171.84
Income: Dues..................$1810.00
Flag Sales.........................$200.00
Expenses..(Newsletter).-$1905.86
Phone Cards.................-$1025.00
Balance as of Feb. 9, 2009
+$7250.98
Submitted by:
Thomas A Sturgeon, Treasurer
THANK YOU
Once again you guys have demonstrated why ASA Okinawa was “The
Best In The Business.” The memorial by
the Association to our mother, Edith
Eckard, was sincerely appreciated.
She was able to attend a couple of
reunions and she really had a soft spot
in her heart for the group. One of her
favorite pastimes was crocheting and/or
knitting and until arthritis in her hands
made handiwork impossible, she made
an afghan for the annual raffle. That
was her way of saying thank-you for
making her feel so welcome at the reunions she attended. Thank you for being
so considerate.
Larry Eckard (son)
Elaine Hollar (daughter)
Karen Hoyle (daughter)

MAIL CALL
Dear Tom,
Have today received and read
with interest the Torii Typhoon.
Please pass on my thanks to those
responsible for the publication. My
wife and I spend Apr—Sept in Germany which is the primary reason for
our absence at your reunions.
Most of my pals from 1957-59
have passed away, based on info
from your Typhoon newsletter.
Look forward to your newsletter
publication.
Sincerely,
Paul Kessler
__________
Gentlemen:
I would like you all to know that
my husband, John R. (Jack) Crone,
Sr. passed away May 10, 2008.
He had many medical concerns,
but cancer is what took his life in the
end. I do know he is with the Lord,
not hurting, and in a better place. His
last couple years had been hard
medically.
The one time that we came to a
reunion, he really enjoyed seeing
everyone, and we had a great time. It
took a long time before he knew that
these reunions were taking place,
but he was happy to hear from those
that he had talked about and etc over
the years.
If you need to get in touch with
me for any reason, my address is:
Maccrone@aol.com or: Mary Ann
Crone, PO Box 357, Nokesville, VA
20182.
Thank you and God bless,
Mary Ann
__________
Editor’s Note: The following is a series of e-mails that were sent in response to “A Small Request” asking
all to pray for a cure for cancer, in
memory of anyone you know that
has been struck down by cancer or is

From Gerald “Jerry” Mueller:
I will pass this along because in
1994 I had melanoma, a spot about
the size of a quarter, cut out of my
back. They oversized the wound and
scraped my spine to clean it. I have
had no recurrence.
Sandy is doing fine with her hip.
She is walking around the house without much help or her walker.
She also has a freckle spot in her
right eye of some kind of cancer. Several years ago she had a radiation
patch sown to her eyeball and was
quarantined for 6 days due to radiation. She had to wear a special leaded
pair of glasses. Since then the freckle
has been in remission and got
smaller. So both Sandy and I are
amongst other things, cancer survivors.
Thanks to all who sent cards to
Sandy. She loves yah all. You are a
GREAT group of caring people.
__________
From Billy “Tex” Davenport:
I am another one who has won the
war on cancer. I have made it 20
years so far, but just taking it a day at
a time. I had 3 more skin cancers removed this week. I sure am glad that
Sandy is doing great. My good luck on
computers is still holding good. I was
down loading pictures from Charleston when the darn thing crashed
again. I lost the pictures but did get
me a new laptop, so maybe I won’t
have that problem again.
I sure hope that all of your New
Year has been great. See you in St.
Louie.
__________
The Torii Typhoon is Published By:
Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc
PO Drawer 11399
Hickory, NC 28603
828-256-6008 (voice)
828-256-6559 (fax)
Dinamlrs@charterinternet.com
Larrymlrs@charterinternet.com
karenmlrs@charterinternet.com
WWW.MLRSINC.COM
“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t Have
To”
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TORII TALES
“Torii Tales” will become a site for
your stories of your days on Okinawa—those days you remember
fondly (or not) when you were young
and care-free (or not). Your stories
may be amusing, reminiscent, sad,
or exciting. There must be a time that
all of you have kept in your memory
of that time and place, so let’s hear
from you. You may send your stories
to ML&RS, Inc at our address on
page three and you may ask that
your name not be published, or you
can own up to them. The first “Torii
Tale” contributor asked to remain
anonymous.
RUN, RASP, RUN
When nothing exciting was happening in the village, one of the favorite pastimes for troops visiting
Kadena Circle was to watch the Ryukyu Armed Services Police (RASP)
chase people. And if no chase was
on, some troops even went so far as
to insult the RASP, or do something
that would get their attention and
then take off running. The RASP,
assuming they had committed a
crime, chased after them.
The fun part of watching the
RASP run was this. They wore helmets or white saucer caps and when
they ran they had to hold them on
their heads lest they bounce off in
the dirt; in addition, they wore a .45
caliber pistol on their right side which
flapped and bounced against their
hip when they ran so they had to
hold the .45; they wore a “billy club”
on the other side which also flapped
against their leg so they had to hold
that too, and finally they wore a
flashlight in the center of their belt
which flapped against their tailbone
so they had to hold it to. Maybe you
had to be there but it was hilarious to
see them run and try too hold the
helmet, weapon, billy club and flashlight all at the same time.
But you know the old saying,
“even a blind hog will find an acorn”,
the RASP would eventually catch
some one. I know of an instance in
which two young soldiers had been
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in the village helping little orphans
or perhaps contributing to the local
economy (either way was a generous gesture on their part) but for
some unknown reason they were
hailed by the RASP. The natural
instinct was to run, which they did.
One got away cleanly by cleverly
hiding; the other one, not-so-clever
hid behind a glass door and surprisingly enough was seen and caught.
We suppose not wanting to be
alone, he called out, “Come on
……….., they got us.” At this point
the RASP didn’t know there was a
second person; but the friend wisely
remained hidden. The intelligent
(???) one got off with just a warning, so all ended well.
These same two disciples – who
once again had been out serving
the local community – inadvertently
missed the midnight curfew and had
to find a safe haven until the curfew
was lifted at 6:00 AM. During their
search they became separated in
the back alleys of Kadena Circle.
Soldier one was stealthily (back flat
against the wall) creeping down an
alley when he saw a light, seemingly in the center of the alley. The
light was flickering and somewhat
unsteady, but undeterred our soldier
crept on toward the light. And sure
enough it was soldier number two,
standing between two buildings with
his arm extended into the alley holding a cigarette lighter. If his friend
happened to run by he wanted to be
able to see him, and since there
was no other light it made perfect
sense to hold the lighter out into the
alley. With this kind of intelligence
and logic, how could we not be “The
Best In The Business??”
BOOK MARK ORDER FORM
NAME:______________________
ADDRESS: __________________
____________________________
NO. ORDERED: ___ x $2.50 = _____
Make checks to ML&RS, Inc (find
address on page 3 of this newsletter.)
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STATEMENT OF
PUBLICATION
The Torii Typhoon is the official publication of the Security Agency Association
Okinawa. It is published tri-annually in
March, July and November. The Newsletter is funded by voluntary contributions
from the membership.
Contributions
should be sent to the treasurer. All members are encouraged to support the voice
of ASA Okinawa. A financial statement
appears annually in the November issue.
The newsletter is intended to be a
vehicle for the members to express opinions, make suggestions and especially
share experiences.
Unless otherwise stated, the views
and opinions printed in the newsletter are
those of the article’s writer, and do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the
Association leadership or the Editor of
the Newsletter.
All letters and stories submitted will be
considered for publication, except unsigned letters will not be published. Letters requesting the writer’s name be withheld will be honored, but published on a
space available basis. Signed letters with
no restrictions will be given priority.
Letters demeaning to another member will not be printed; letters espousing
a political position will not be printed.
The editor reserves the right to edit
letters to conform to space limitations.
ML&RS, Inc. is not responsible for the
accuracy of articles submitted for publication. It would be a monumental task to
check each story. Therefore, we rely on
the submitter to research each article.
You are encouraged to actively participate in the newsletter family, by submitting your stories and suggestions.

BOOKMARKS FOR SALE
Dorothy
Turner
has
graciously
donated
book
marks to be sold
to benefit the Torii
Typhoon newsletter fund. Handmade, cross-stitch
bookmarks
are
$2.50
(includes
postage & handling) and can be
ordered
from
ML&RS, Inc. at
our address on
page 3. Make
checks to ML&RS,
Inc.
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ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Lonnie Frampton, President
20 Heights Rd
Newville, PA 17241
717-776-5139
lonboy1@embarqmail.com
Tom Sevits, V President/Pres Elect
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-7680
Tom.judy@wcnet.org
Jim Norrbom, Immediate Past Pres
11409 Christensen Ct
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-890-2384
norrbom@aol.com
Billy “Tex” Davenport, Past Pres.
PO Box 241
Tioga, TX 76271
903-564-7012
texokinawa@aol.com

Introducing Colonel William O. Wyatt
who arrived at Torii Station the latter
part of July to assume his new duties.

Mrs. Withington proudly pinning the silver oak leaf on Lt. Col.

Larry Eckard, Past Pres
1225 34th Ave NE
Hickory, NC 28601
828-256-6008
larry@mlrsinc.com
Bill Overholt, Past President
69 Hillside Rd
Turnersville, NJ 08012
856-218-0124
asasobie@aol.com
Gary Duenow, Secretary
6090 Indian Dr
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411
319-393-2234
thedue60@msn.com

Jerry Loucks receiving one of the
Pacesetter basketball participation
trophies from Lt. King. Loucks
coached the Pacesetters to an
undefeated season in the battalion
level competition.

Tom Sturgeon, Treas
12 Cherry Lane
Olmstead TWP, OH 44138-2916
440-427-9985
duosturgeons@aol.com
Paul Watson, Membership Chairman
17 Baker Rd
Salisbury, MA 01952
978-465-7473
Ross Lee, Chaplain
801 Newcomb Dr
Benton, AR 72015
501-778-3345

__________

CWO Henderson receiving the 3rd place
Infantry Match trophy
from Col. Rigdon. The
Infantry Match is a large
bore rapid fire contest
which constitutes part of
the USARYIS large
bore Rifle Matches.
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Association Offers Shirts, White & Light Blue
With or Without Collars
(Picture of collared shirt not available)

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS JULY 31, 2009
To go along with the hat you ordered last this year, the association is offering shirts with and without collars. Shirts are available in two colors, white and light blue, with and without a pocket and the logo shown
above will be above the pocket. For those attending the reunion, the shirts will be available for pick-up there;
for those ordering a shirt but not able to attend the reunion, the shirt will be mailed to you. Please use the order form below.

Size: Small _____; Med _____; Large _____
Name:___________________________

XL _____; XXL _____; XXXL _____
Color: White _____ Blue _____

Address: ________________________

With collar ______ without/collar _____
With pocket _____ without pocket _____

City: _________________________

Cost w/collar: S thru XL $18.00;
XXL $19.50

State: _________ ZIP: __________

XXXL $21.00

Cost w/o collar: S thru XL $15.00;
XXL $16.50

XXXL $18.00

Mail your order to:

Postage and handling (if not attending reunion) $5.00

ASA Okinawa Association
Gary Duenow
6090 Indian Dr NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411

Total Enclosed: $ __________________
Make checks out to: ASA Okinawa Association
Dead line for ordering is July 31, 2009

