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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I would like to give all
my friends in Torii land a
warm and hearty HELLO.
Hope this finds all of youwell.
At the present I am
recovering from aneurism
surgery. Surgery was on
Jan. 25. I had two weeks
of bed rest. This about
drove me up a wall. I am
still on limited duty, can’t
do any lifting, no golf, tennis, bowling, ball, cycling,
running-nothing strenuous at all. Started driving
again a week ago. Sure
was good to get out. I felt
like a bird out of a cage. I
go back to doc on Feb.
27. Hopefully he will dismiss me at that time.
I want to apologize to
all of you for not letting
you know earlier that we
discontinued our home
based phones Jan. 1,
2013. We went wireless.
My number is 901 413-

7981. My wife Linda’s
number is 901 413-7980.
Because we travel about
half the time in our lil
rambling’ roost, we decided we could do without our home based
phones. We went wireless with computer and
our direct TV about a
year ago. Now we are
wireless all the way. So
far it is working fine. We
are also setting up
housekeeping in my
home town of Blytheville,
AR where we own a
house. It’s only 90 miles
north of where we now
live in Nesbit, MS, about
an hour and a half
drive. We will have dual
residences. Live in MS
Mon thru Thur. Live in AR
on the weekends when
we are not on the road.
We are doing some work
on the AR house now.
Hope to be in there by

April 1. Looking forward
to it.
Hopefully, by the time
you receive this issue of
the Torii Tribune we, The
Army Security Agency,
Okinawa, will have donated $1000.00 to one of
our wounded warriors
who resided in Chattanooga, TN. We thought it
would be more beneficial
to donate to an individual
in need than to an organization, as we have in the
past. It is possible that
we could do both.
Linda and I are looking forward to our next
reunion in Chattanooga,
TN. We are looking forward to seeing all of you
there; when we board the
Chattanooga
Choo
Choo.
Thank You and
Bless
Dallas May, Pres.

God

From the Vice President
We here in Iowa have survived so
far this winter, and according to the
groundhog we will have an early
spring. That would be awesome if we
can just get some spring rains to go

with it to help cure some of our dry
soil here in Iowa. The farmers will be
doing daily rain dances! Hope all of
you are doing well with the winter we
(Continued on page 2)
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have had and also still occurring in many places. It appears we have found a
"wounded warrior" to direct
our donation to this year. I
truly hope he, his wife and
their family will be our guests
and attend our reunion dinner in Chattanooga for a formal presentation. Duane
(Sandy), Lou, Rusty and I
are looking forward to seeing
a large group of you, our
membership friends (and
some new ones) and
spouses/significant others in
Chattanooga in September.
This is election year, so have
some ideas as to whom you
would like to see be elected
as vice-president (president
elect) and I have been told
by Jim that he would like us
to find/elect someone as our
Treas. If anyone would like
to be an officer or run for
office or have someone in
mind, let us know before the
election at our general membership meeting. I am still
looking for a company that
makes/prints caps and won't
charge us an arm and a leg.
We still have access to get
shirts made if anyone would
like to get one or replace
one, let me know prior to
August 10th. Rusty and I are
very excited about coming to
Chattanooga as we have
never been there, and we
are looking forward to seeing
all of you and the fun we are
going to have. Please, let's
make our plans now !!!
Thanks and may God
bless each and every one of
you.
Gary Duenow
__________
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“Our Reunions Work So
You Don’t Have To”

IMPORTANT
NEWS FOR
E-MAIL USERS
Premier Reunion Services must begin complying with the standards
required by the server
that hosts our web site
with regards to sending
out bulk emails. This
means that we must be
able to provide proof that
the intended recipients
(that is you) really want to
receive our emails and
we are not just randomly
sending out emails. Also,
we must provide the option for you to unsubscribe from the list if you
wish to stop receiving our
emails.
Therefore, if you wish
to receive any further
emails from us about upcoming reunions, updates
to the website, or the
newsletter, please send
an
email
to
subscribe@mlrsinc.com, and
include your name, your
reunion group, and your
email address. Due to
the volume of groups we
work with, it is very important that you include your
group name, so we know
which list to add you to!
(At this point, you do not
need to unsubscribe, until
you have already subscribed! The option to
unsubscribe will be included at the bottom of
any future bulk emails.)
Thank you for participating in this process and
we apologize for any inconvenience it may
cause.
Respectfully,

Dina Coffey
General Manager
Premier Reunion Services,
LLC
www.mlrsinc.com
828-256-6008
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WOUNDED WARRIOR
If you are a regular
reader of the Tribune you
already know that for the
past couple of years the
ASA Okinawa Association
has donated to the Fisher
House, a foundation established for the express purpose of assisting families of
wounded warriors by providing a place for family
members to stay so the can
be near their recovering
warriors. It is a wonderful
organization, one that we
have proudly donated to.
This year Bill Overholt,
who claims that he often
thinks, had an idea - and
this time we are glad he did.
He suggested that this year
we not necessarily eliminate the Fisher House, but
try and find a more personal
way to help a warrior. With
a little effort and help from
our Chattanooga friends we
were able to locate a
Wounded Warrior from
Chattanooga with a special
need. The short story is
Andrew Smith of Chattanooga, TN lost both legs
and suffered other injuries
from a roadside blast in Afghanistan. He is a courageous young man, not giving up his dream of a home

and family. He was married just 8 weeks prior to
his deployment and was
injured on his very first
patrol. A foundation has
been set up in Chattanooga to raise funds to
help Andrew and bride Tori
build a special handicapped accessible house.
The goal is to have sufficient funds to have the
home completed sometime
in July of this year.
Via today’s electronic
magic the board of directors unanimously agreed
that a donation to this fund
would be whole heartedly
endorsed by the membership. The next business
meeting for the general
membership will not be
until our reunion in September – well after the
home’s completion date.
The board felt strongly that
we should make the donation right away so the
funds could be used for
the house.
The association received a $500.00 donation
from honorary member Ms
Dorothy Turner. It was decided to use this $500.00
as well as $500.00 from
the association treasury

and contribute $1,000 to
the Andrew Smith fund.
The donation will state that
the donation is from the
ASA Okinawa Association
with $500.00 in honor of
Dorothy Turner.
We have communicated with Andrew’s father
so we know the need is
real and the foundation
legit. Andrew, his wife Tori,
and Andrew’s parents
have been invited to the
banquet. They all have
accepted the invitation –
contingent upon Andrew
being able to travel. If they
make it – and all indications are they will – Andrew and Tori will be introduced and we will have an
opportunity to meet him
and his family.
The Fisher House is a
wonderful organization and
we will still make a contribution to them but this
way, we will get to see
firsthand how our funds
were used and at the
same time express our
appreciation to this fine
young man and his supportive family.
The board recognizes
an expenditure of funds
like this normally would

require the voter’s approval, but as mentioned
earlier there was no time
to accomplish that. So, it
is our sincere hope that
we will have the complete
backing of the organization.
If anyone would like to
make a personal donation, you will have the
opportunity at the reunion
where it can be presented
to Andrew personally.
Andrew and his family
has been sent a brief history of ASA Okinawa so
the family knows a little
about us. Since we are
now older. wiser. and
more refined gentlemen
we did not include any
stories from KC or the
Tsu Shi Tai
In what may be one of
the grandest things yet,
our own Entertainment
Czar, Charlie Cooper, is
going to try his hand at
writing a Wounded Warrior Ballad dedicating it to
Andrew and performing
the song for the first time
in public at the banquet –
then presenting Andrew a
CD of the song.
The Executive Board

ASA OKINAWA HISTORY BOOKS
FOR SALE
There are ASA Okinawa History Books available for
sale. These books were compiled by Larry Eckard. It contains the history of ASA on Okinawa plus a recounting of
past reunions. The books are priced at $12.00 each. This
includes shipping. If interested, make checks out to ASA
Okinawa Assoc. Please contact:
Tom Sevits
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551 or
Phone 419-874-7680

or

E-mail: tom.judy@wcnet.org.

From Sobe
1955
Submitted by
Robert D. Frye

Page 4

Torii Typhoon

Treasurer’s Report
ASA Okinawa Association
Feb. 11, 2013
Beginning Check Book Balance
10/31/2012 ----------------------$ 3,939.85
Income from ASA Dues
$260.00
Income from sale of ASA History
$72.00
Bank Error
$.05
Donation from Dotty T.
$500.00
Total Income -------------------$832.05
Disbursements
Nov issue Torii Typhoon
Tom Sevits Hist Bk. Printing
Jim Norrbom Expenses
Total Disbursements ----------

$485.99
$99.94
$9.00
$594.93

Final Check Book Balance as of Feb 11, 2013
$4,176.97
Total Membership is as follows:
 172 Paid Members for 2012 / 1 Non-Member Donation to Newsletter
 10 Life Time Members/Includes Dorothy (Dotty)
Turner who made most of our stitchery for us at our
reunions.
 8 Life Time Deceased Members Wives
 113 Paid Members for 2013
 50 for 2014, 13 for 2015 and 4 for 2016
Submitted by Jim Norrbom
________________

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES
March 2013

$351.57

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION REMINDER
Please check the membership expiration date on the
outside of this newsletter envelope. Dues are $10.00
and are to be sent to Jim Norrbom, 11409 Christensen
Ct, Burnsville, MN 55337.

MARRIAGE TATTOO
BY VERNON T. PENN
Taken from TYPHOON, Nov. 1960
Some 400 years ago Japanese pirates and sea raiders
roamed the China Seas. Occasionally these picturesque
rovers of the sea touched the shores of the Ryukyu Islands
to exploit whatever riches might come to the eye. Consequently, many beautiful Okinawan girls were carried off to
Japan.
Tradition has it that one beautiful girl from Nago who had

Mini ASA Reunion.
The first weekend in December, a mini ASA reunion
was held in Frankenmuth, MI. The Davises, Hardestys
and Sevits got together to celebrate the upcoming
Christmas holiday. This was the first time that Tracy
Davis and Jerry Hardesty had seen each other since
leaving Okinawa in 1959. Needless to say, there was a
lot of reminiscing and catching up going on. The wives
did some shopping and the guys just got out their credit
cards! It was a very festive weekend and all enjoyed
the time together!
_______________

been taken as a wife by a Japanese
prince wanted to return to visit her
parents. When she was refused, she
used a needle and ashes from a hibachi to make a rough tattoo on the
back of her hands. She then told her
husband she had a peculiar leprosy
common on Okinawa that was very
contagious and always fatal. She
was quickly sent back to her home.
As a result, from that time on for
protection from being carried off by pirates and raiders,
in most areas, it became customary for girls about the
age of 16 to put small marks above the middle finger
joints; then add the complete design after marriage. In
time a great many artistic designs appeared on the
hands of married women.
The Japanese government outlawed this custom of
tattooing about 30 years ago. At present on Okinawa an
observant eye may still witness these marriage tattoos
on the hands of the elderly Okinawan women. The
markings appear very black against the sunburned and
labor leathered hands, seeming at first to be some sort
of disease. Closer examination will show the pattern of
design.
________________
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NEAL GILLEN

Taps
The Typhoon learned of the following death since the last newsletter was published. The entire
membership extends our deepest
sympathy to the family and friends
of the deceased.

Harold Todd Ellis
(1955-57) SP3 8603
Died August 26, 2012

H. Todd Ellis, Jr., 77, of Mays
Landing passed away Sunday morning, August 26, 2012, surrounded by
his family.
Todd is survived by his wife of 58
years, Ruth; children Rick (Monica),
Marti Kane (Dennis), and David
(Cecilia); nine grandchildren and 3
great-grand children. Todd is also
survived by his siblings John, Pat,
Mike and Sharon; 20 nieces and
nephews and many other loving family members and friends.
Todd loved to fish, travel, play Sudoku and bond with his beloved dog,
Willie. He was a lifelong Phillies fan
and enjoyed collecting baseball caps.
Todd was a Korean War Veteran
with the Army Security Agency. He
was a police officer with the Marple
Township Police Dept. and worked in
the Fire Protection Industry. He
served as President of the Newtown
Edgemont Little League, the Newtown
Edgemont Babe Ruth League, the
Goshen Valley Condominium Assoc.
and the Ocean City Fishing Club.
Services were held on Saturday,
September 1, 2012, at the Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church in Ocean City, NJ.
Memorial donations may be made to
the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Building Fund. The family is grateful
for the support and expressions of
sympathy they’ve received and would
like to thank the staff, physicians and
nurses in the ICU at the Cape Regional Medical Center.
___________

Editor’s Note: Neal Gillen served in 3rd ASA Okinawa in 1956 and is a published author. The article beginning near the bottom of this page originally appeared in the magazine of the US Naval Cryptological Veterans Association
(USNCVA) and he has given us permission to use it as a series in the Typhoon. This will be the first installment in the series. Prior to the beginning of
the article is a message from Neal Gillen about his time at Sobe and a brief
biography.
NOTE FROM NEAL GILLEN
My 14-month tour of duty at
Sobe Camp, Okinawa in 1956-57 was
a fascinating, beneficial and transformative experience.
Never before have I been
more welcomed upon arriving in a
new setting. The advice and counsel I
received from my ASA buddies who
took me under their wings greatly assisted in my maturation process. It
was a stimulating place to be and the
people I found myself surrounded by
were highly intelligent, fun living guys
who were significantly helpful in my
personal growth.
It was a time that I have always remembered fondly. I have profound admiration for the ASA personnel with whom I was fortunate enough
to serve with on Okinawa, and I thank
each of them for their friendship and
their service.
Neal
__________
BIOGRAPHY OF NEAL GILLEN
Neal was born and raised in New
York City. He graduated from New
York University following a three and
a half year tour in the U.S. Navy
where he served with the Naval Security Group in Guam, Okinawa, Italy,
and England intercepting Russian
and Chinese naval radio transmissions. He received his Juris Doctorate
from Georgetown University Law
School in Washington, D.C., where
he met and married his wife MaryMargaret. They are the parents of two

daughters, Lauren and Donnelly.
Gillen resides in Potomac, Maryland,
and has been active in civic affairs in
Montgomery County. Gillen served
as the CEO of a trade association in
the international cotton industry and
as attorney for seven cotton industry
organizations. For his contributions
to the cotton industry, the National
Cotton Council of American bestowed on him its highest honor, The
Harry S. Baker Distinguished Service Award. Gillen was the longest
serving member of the Agricultural
Advisory Committee of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
is a past Chairman of the Legal Faculty at the International Cotton Institute at the University of Memphis.
He was also appointed by the Departments of State and Agriculture to
serve as the first U.S. Representative to the Private Sector Advisory
Panel of the International Cotton
Advisory Committee (ICAC). The
State Department has also named
him to U.S. delegations to 25 international commodity conferences. He
currently serves as the International
Cotton Advisory Committee’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Committee on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL). He maintains a private law practice specializing in the regulation of agricultural
futures trading. He is the author of
nine novels, Sugar Time, Capitol
Punishment, Dinner In Bordeaux,
Kitty’s Rules, Slamming The Close,
The Night Clerks, Altar Boy, Lonely
No More and 1954 Adventures in
New York.

NCU 37 SOBE CAMP, OKINAWA 1956
By Neal P. Gillen

The China-Taiwan
Standoff
Recent news reports, discussing

the amazing buildup of the Chinese
Navy with the construction of 70 new
(Continued on page 6)

Torii Typhoon

(Continued from page 5)

warships initiated in the past year,
including a number of landing craft
and other auxiliary vessels necessary
to support an invasion force, recall a
similar threat some 50 years ago. Today’s construction program is buttressed by the recent purchase of fully
equipped Soviet-made guided missile
cruisers and destroyers and Kilo-class
submarines. Chinese military expenditures have risen by double digits in
each of the past ten years. Included in
this growth are funds for an expansion
of their electronic intelligence capabilities.
Current Pentagon estimates limit
Chinese sealift capability for an amphibious landing to a division of about

10,000 troops. While such a capability is not an immediate threat to the
Government of Taiwan, the continuing Chinese naval buildup will tend to
intensify the 55-year crisis in the region. Until the matter is resolved we
will continue to be witness to an offensive buildup in China and a defensive one in Taiwan.
There are reasons to believe that
the crisis will abate since China’s
entry into the World Trade Organization has fueled a tremendous growth
of its commercial sector driving
China’s expanding and increasingly
dominant role in world trade. This
development by itself seems to rule
out future hostilities between China
and Taiwan as the current leaders of

Page 6

China are not likely to resort to military action in their long-standing dispute.
Fifty years ago there was a greater
threat when Mao Tse-tung’s six year
old government positioned a half million troops on the coast of Fujian
Provence as it planned to recapture
Taiwan and silence the voice of the
U.S. supported Chiang Kai-shek. At
that time a number of Naval Security
Group (NSG) personnel were busily
going about their business engaged in
other unrelated intercept work at a
number of shore bases in the Pacific.
__________
To be continued in future issues.

Here is a unique photo of Sobe Camp that was taken in 1956 by Dick Carlson a Naval Security Group member who
served on Okinawa with us and was later seriously wounded in the Israeli attack on the USS Liberty, a ship manned with
radio intercept operators, during the Six Day War in June 1967. Dick was cited for his bravery during the attack in which
34 crew members were killed and 131 wounded. Dick is living in Maine.
He has distributed the photo to the CT web site, http://www.navycthistory.com/, therefore it is available for publication.
The photo is at http://www.navycthistory.com/okinawacarlson01.html
Submitted by Neal Gillen

NEAL GILLEN’S
LATEST BOOK
Regarding my latest, 1954 Adventures in New York, and also my ninth
novel, is the story of a young man
making his way in a city that tempts at
every turn as he (me) and his friends
come of age at a different time in a
vibrant city. As the years passed

since 1954, old friends urged me to
tell the story as to how pivotal that
year was in my life, which began at a
low point a few weeks after I was released from jail for joy riding. I had
just finished high school, had entered
the work force and began to become
aware of what I had been and what I
could be. With the encouragement of
others I began to turn my life around.
It has been favorably reviewed on

Amazon and it was recently described as, "A story filled with the
twists and turns of a teenager becoming a young man in New York
City in the 50s that has all the makings of impact fiction, except that it's
true. F. Scott Fitzgerald said,
"Anything was possible in New York,
and it was for this young man."
__________
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MAIL CALL
Editor’s Note: The following is a
thank you note from Fisher House
following an e-mail from James Norrbom to them, asking about how to
make a donation.
This is wonderful! Thank you in
advance.
Donations may be mailed to Tennessee Fisher House Foundation,
Inc., P. O. Box 774, Brentwood TN
37024-0774. I am attaching an order
form for engraved bricks to be placed
in the garden at the new
house. With your donation of $1,000

you are entitled to four 8” x 8” bricks
with logo and/or 6 lines personalized
inscription of your choice on each
brick.
If you wish a logo, please send
all logos in an IBM compatible
form. Digital Image files should be
sent as CDR, PLT, EPS CDL: or
PCS file. Do not send PDF or BMP
formatted images. All images should
be at least a resolution of 300 DPE
and black and white.
Again, thank you so much.
Andrea D. Lawrence, President
Tennessee Fisher House Foundation, Inc.
615-916-1310
www.tennesseefisherhouse.org
Note: The donation of $1000.00 was
made to Fisher House on September
24, 2012
___________

Dear Larry,
While looking through an old
scrapbook, I found these ID cards
from HQ ASAPAC and the 111th
Signal Service Company. I thought
you might work them into an article
for the newsletter.
It will make you wonder where the
last sixty years went.
Merry Christmas and a Good New
Year.
God Bless You and all of your
family.
Sam Rich
__________
See IDs below and on the next
page.
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ASA OKINAWA FLAG AND GARDEN FLAG ORDER FORM

Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City________________________ State ____ Zip Code__________
Phone number___________________________________________
E-mail address ____________________________________
2’ X 3’ ASA Okinawa Flag
Quantity ______
Cost is $35.00 each plus 5.00 shipping = $40.00. I have only one of these
left. Please make check out to ASA Okinawa Assoc. If not sold before the reunion, I will have it at the reunion to sell for $35.00.
ASA Okinawa Garden Flag
Quantity ______
Size is 10” X 17”
Cost is 17.00 each plus 4.00 shipping = $21.00. I have 11 on hand. Please send check made out to ASA Okinawa Assoc. These will also be for sale at the
reunion.
I also have three 2x3 US Army Field Station Okinawa flags printed by mistake last year. I have them on sale for $10.00 each plus $5.00 for shipping. These
will also be for sale at the reunion.
There are also seven Garden Flags with the same US Army Field Station Okinawa
printing on them. We are selling these for $5.00. and will be available at the reunion.
PLEASE CALL OR E-MAIL ME: 419-874-7680; e-mail tom.judy@wcnet.org.
Tom Sevits 25703 McCutcheonville Rd Perrysburg, OH 43551

