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2012 REUNION REPORT
The ASA Okinawa reunion group held its annual reunion on September 12—15, 2012, at the
Holiday Inn Opryland,
Nashville, TN with thirtythree members and thirtyfive guests attending.
Registration began on
Wednesday with David
Merritt being the first one
in line to register, followed
by a steady stream of
attendees. Everyone was
so anxious to see each
other that everyone was
running back and forth
from the registration desk
to the hospitality room to
see who had arrived. At
5:00 PM the welcome
reception was held so
everyone could actually
see the group in its entirety. Association President Dallas May welcomed everyone and
made the necessary introductions. Introduced were
first time attendee Gerald
Hardesty and Sonja Slay,
sales manager for the
Holiday Inn. And a special
welcome to our bartender, Charlene Dalton,
whose adopted father Bill
Dalton (now deceased)

was stationed at Torii
Station. She was made
welcome and she thoroughly enjoyed meeting
everyone. She had
hoped to meet someone
who knew her father, but
he served there in the
early 1950’s. She had a
variety of photos of Okinawa from her dad’s collection, and we did find
that he (her dad) was
friends with Boyd Smith
who attended some of
the earlier reunions, and
whom many of us know.
Everyone enjoyed building their own deli sandwich for dinner and seeing everyone all together
for the first time all day.
The remainder of the
evening was free to enjoy
the company of old
friends and share stories
about their days on Okinawa.
Thursday morning
started out with a breakfast buffet, as well as a
short order cook being
available for omelets and
special meals. At 9:00
AM the group departed
the hotel for the Civil
War’s Sesquicentennial

tour that explored Franklin’s Civil War experience
through the eyes of civilians as well as soldiers.
The civilian experience in
Franklin during the Civil
War was much more than
the Battle of Franklin.
From the time of Tennessee’s secession and entry into the war, through
Union
occupation,
through the November
30, 1864 battle and aftermath, Franklin’s citizens
were forever scarred by
their experiences. After
the tour, there was time
to explore the many antique shops and boutiques on the square, with
lunch on one’s own.
Then the tour took everyone on a drive to visit
Arrington
Vineyards
owned by Kix Brooks (of
country music’s Brooks
and Dunn) and enjoy a
little wine tasting (and a
wee little sip it was). We
returned to the hotel
around 2:00 PM. The
rest of the afternoon was
free to relax with old
friends in the hospitality
room or take a nap be(Continued on page 2)
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fore the cocktail hour at 6:00
PM followed, by dinner at
7:00 PM. The dinner buffet
featured marinated flank
steak and crusted chicken
breast with all the trimmings.
After dinner the annual raffle
of items brought by attendees was held. Some prizes
were DVD sets, Cajun food
basket with soup bowls,
hometown football sweatshirts and a host of other
great gifts. There was almost
100% participation in the
raffle, and everyone had a
great time with it. Following
the raffle, member Charles
Hoover, an accomplished
“Jerry Lee Lewis style” piano
player and singer volunteered to entertain, and entertain he did. What a great
show that included classic
songs like “Sixteen Chickens
and a Tambourine”; “I Don’t
Look Good Naked Any
More”; “Foolish Questions”,
and a couple of Eddy Arnold’s tear-jerkers including
“Bouquet of Roses.” Charlie
was recently inducted into
the Maryland Country Music
Hall of Fame – that is the
class of entertainment he
brought to us. Thank You
Charlie Hoover!!
Friday morning, after another great breakfast, the
tour “Experience Music City”
left the hotel with an excited
group of attendees. All enjoyed the narrated tour of
Nashville, featuring some of
the best highlights of Music
City, including a driving tour
of the historic downtown
area, Ryman Auditorium (the
Grand Ole Opry’s first
home), State Capitol, BiCentennial Park with WW II
Memorial, the Parthenon and
more. We enjoyed a selfguided tour of the state-ofthe-art Country Music Hall of
Fame & Museum and a limited engagement “Family
Tradition: the Hank Williams

Legacy” explored the connections between country
music’s most iconic figure
and his creative heirs showcasing family and personal
items never before seen by
the public. In 2010 the Museum greatly expanded and
renamed
the
second
part: Dreaming My Dreams:
The Journey Continues, 1960s
to the Present. The tour of
the historic Ryman Auditorium Museum, the Mother
Church of Country Music
and where the Grand Ole
Opry was performed from
the 1940’s to the 1970’s
was one of the highlights of
the day. After the tour we
had a delicious southern
buffet lunch at Hermitage
House
Smorgasbord—
Home of the Fritter, a local
Nashville favorite. (An on
limits soba noodle house
could not be found for
lunch.) We returned to the
hotel around 3:00 PM. Due
to the Grand Ole Opry visit
on Saturday night, the ASA
Okinawa banquet was held
on Friday night instead of
the usual Saturday night. At
6:30 PM the pre-dinner
cocktail hour and photo session began. Everyone enjoyed their favorite beverage while awaiting their turn
to get their photo snapped
for inclusion in the post reunion Memory Book. Lonnie
Frampton, Larry Eckard and
Gerald Clemmons wore
their uniforms, while everyone else arrived in their
Sunday best for this one
formal occasion of the reunion. To open the banquet,
Association President Dallas May welcomed everyone to the reunion, and then
the dinner of prime rib and
all the trimmings was
served. Everyone enjoyed
another evening of companionship, lively conversation
and good food.
Saturday’s
breakfast

buffet was followed at
9:00 AM by the annual
business meeting. Chattanooga, TN was confirmed as the reunion location for 2013 and Albuquerque, NM was selected as the 2014 site.
Dallas May will serve as
Association President for
the next year.
The tour for the day
departed the hotel at
11:00 AM for a scenic
cruise on the Cumberland
River on the 300 ft paddlewheel General Jackson Showboat, where
everyone enjoyed a delicious lunch in the beautiful Victorian Theater.
Spectacular
entertainment was part of the
cruise. When the tour
returned to the hotel
around 3:00 PM, there
was still much more to
come!
At 4:30 PM a deli-type
sandwich and bowl of
soup was served before
boarding the busses for
the Grand Ole Opry performance, and then at
5:45 PM, 66 excited
ASAers loaded up for the
Grand Ole Opry. There
were two busses for the
Opry trip. In jest, when
one of our members
boarded the second bus,
he told the driver that the
driver of bus #1 told him
to follow closely and not
get lost – or he would be
fired. The #2 driver
chuckled and acknowledged that last time he
had in fact gotten separated from the lead bus
and got lost. That did not
instill a lot of confidence –
but we made it just fine
and delivered the driver a
nice tip for not getting
lost. The Grand Ole Opry
is why we came to Nashville. One didn’t have to
be a country music fan to

enjoy the famous show.
The name is legendary
and so are the performers. The night was headlined by Sara Evans, with
a supporting cast of Little
Jimmy Dickens, Jimmy C.
Newman, The Whites, the
Grand Ole Opry Square
Dancers, “Whispering” Bill
Anderson, Will Hoge and
others. It was a great
show! After leaving the
Opry we returned to the
hotel around 10:00 PM
where we ended a wonderful evening with a Post
-Opry dessert and coffee.
Sunday
morning’s
breakfast was bittersweet,
as it was the last event for
the 2012 ASA Okinawa
reunion. Following the
meal, the Memorial Service to remember those
members
who
had
passed away, or whose
deaths were learned of
since the last reunion was
held. Ross Lee served as
Chaplain, David Merritt
was the bell ringer and
Duane Sands read the
names of the deceased.
Those on the 2012 Honor
Roll who were remembered were as follows:
Francis Carns, Howard
Croakman, Bruce Garland, Edwin Hayes,
Stanley Hill, Ranzie
Hoekstra, Leon Marquis,
Elwood Morgan, Jr., Leon
Noel, Robert Penezic,
R.B. Barton. When the
Memorial Service ended,
it also marked the ending
of the 2012 reunion. No
one could believe that
four days could pass so
quickly! Goodbyes were
emotional for this closeknit group, and everyone
was looking forward to
next year in Chattanooga.
__________
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Association Officers
Dallas May, President
1840 Horn Lake Rd
Nesbit, MS 38651
662-429-4980
dallmay1@bellsouth.net

2012 REUNION
ATTENDEES
Joe & Peggy Alexander
David & Diane Bergman
Martha Butler &
Lejean Harrington
Daniel & Margaret Carr
Gerald & Rick Clemons
Billy (Tex) & J.R. Davenport
Wayne & Sandra Ditter
Gary & Linda (Rusty) Duenow

Larry & Brenda Eckard
Stephen & Joyce Fitzgerald
Lonnie Frampton
Gerald & Ann Hardesty
Charles Hoover & Nancy
Clayton
Marvin & Edna Huff
Jane Kendzierski &
Linda Bonkowski
Richard & Wanda Krantz
John & Diane Lanier
Ross & Sue Lee
Johnnie Luke
Helen Maki & Dan Damon
Dallas & Linda May
David Merritt
Theodore Mish & Rea
Murray
James & Sharon Norrbom
William & Patricia Phillips
Herbert Powell
Louis & Lovaughn Quigley
Gene & Kay Riling
John (Jack) & Diane
Sanborn
Duane & Lou Anne Sands
Darrell & Alice Schmuker
Tom & Judy Sevits
John & Carol Stanley
Ronald & Linda Stradling
Michael & Robin Tranchina
Jerry & Lora Whitney
Total Members:
Guests:
GRAND TOTAL:

33
35
68

Gary Duenow, Vice Pres.
6090 Indian Dr
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411
319-393-2234
thedue60@yahoo.com
Jim Norrbom, Treasurer,
Past Pres
11409 Christensen Ct
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-890-2384
jhnorrbom@aol.com
Tracy Davis, Secretary
231 West Ledge Dr
Lansing, MI 48917
517-321-3243
cjgolfdavis@comcast.net
Tom Sevits, Immediate Past
Pres.
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-7680
Tom.judy@wcnet.org
Lonnie Frampton, Past Pres.
20 Heights Rd
Newville, PA 17241
717-776-5139
lonboy1@embarqmail.com
Billy “Tex” Davenport, Past
Pres.
PO Box 241
Tioga, TX 76271
903-564-7012
texokinawa@aol.com

Larry Eckard, Past Pres
1225 34th Ave NE
Hickory, NC 28601
828-256-6008
larry@mlrsinc.com
Bill Overholt, Past Pres
69 Hillside Rd
Turnersville, NJ 08012
856-218-0124
asasobie@aol.com
Tom Sturgeon, Treasurer
Exofficio
12 Cherry Lane
Olmstead TWP, OH 441382916
440-427-9985
duosturgeons@aol.com
Paul Watson, Membership
Chairman
17 Baker Rd
Salisbury, MA 01952
978-465-7473
Ross Lee, Chaplain
801 Newcomb Dr
Benton, AR 72015
501-778-3345
Enzie Harshman, 1st Pres.
701 Oak Creek Rd
Franklin, NC 28734-1373
828-349-1674
Richard Rettig, Past Pres.
4775 Crestwood Dr
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-7160
__________

The Torii Typhoon is Published By:

Premier Reunion Services
PO Box 11438
Hickory, NC 28603
828-256-6008 (voice)
828-256-6559 (fax)
Dina@mlrsinc.com
Larry@mlrsin.com
Karen@mlrsinc.com
WWW.MLRSINC.COM/ASAOKINAWA

“Our Reunions
Work So
You Don’t Have
To”

OVERHOLT
FINED BY
ASSOCIATION
In a stunning move, the
ASA Okinawa Association
Officers passed a resolution
fining fellow board member
and former Association
President, Bill Overholt
$200.00. The board noted
that in years past our good
friend and honorary association
member
Dottie
(Dorothy Turner) made
items for our raffle. Overholt
either brought the items or
brought Dottie to the reunion where the items always
generated at least $500.00
in revenue for the association. Although Bill seemed
to have a reasonable excuse for missing the reunion (he was recovering from
a heart attack and wife
Elaine was recovering from
major surgery) the board
felt he could have/should
have mailed the items.
Since he did not attend the
reunion, send Dottie, or
mail the items, it was
deemed fitting and proper
that he be held responsible
for at least part of the lost
income. Therefore the fine
was levied against him.
Note the fine is less than
the actual loss, so he
should be grateful for the
board’s generosity. The
board believes that Overholt may appeal this decision - and he may do so by
presenting his rebuttal in a
future issue of the Tribune.
Members who wish to
weigh in on the issue – pro
or con – are invited to write
the Tribune Editor with their
views. Board members are
not eligible to respond.
___________
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Wow, what a change in the weather, here in the midsouth. We went from shorts and tee shirts to sweaters,
long pants and jackets over night. What a fast change. I
also see on the weather channel where other parts of the
country are experiencing the same conditions. Snow in
Minnesota, the Dakotas.
I want to let you know that Linda and I really enjoyed
the reunion in Nashville, this year. For all of you who did
not attend, I want to let you know that you missed out on
a great time. We think that the highlight of the reunion
was the Grand Ole Opry on Saturday night. We got to
see a couple of hall of famers, Little Jimmy Dickens and
Whispering Bill Anderson. They put on a great show. We
also enjoyed the river boat cruise down the Cumberland
river. We enjoyed good food, scenery and entertainment.
I would like to give a special thank you to Louis Quigley for sending me and ASA Okinawa, 8 rings to attach
the streamers to the ASA Okinawa flag. The rings replace
the key chains that we had been using. I have already attached the rings to the streamers and they look
good and are a welcome replacement. Thanks again,
Louis.
This year we missed a couple of our stalwart members, Bill & Elaine Overholt and Tom & Marian Sturgeon,
due to illness in their families. Hopefully they will make a
fast recovery. We look forward to them joining us at next
year’s reunion. Bill and Tom are past officers and currently serve on the board of directors. Although Bill could
not attend the board of directors meeting, physically, he
participated via speaker phone. Bill made a pitch for us to
donate money to Fisher House, which I am happy to say
that carried with no opposition. Thanks Bill for your input.
We also are sad to say that we missed our newly
elected secretary, Tracy Davis and his wife Carol, due to
the untimely death of Tracy’s brother-in-law. We look forward to seeing you next year.
On the bright side, it was good to have Martha Butler
and her daughter, and Helen Maki and her guest at this
year’s reunion. Welcome back ladies.
On Friday night at our annual banquet we were entertained by our own Charles Dennis Hoover, who was recently inducted into the Maryland Country Legends Hall
of Fame, a great honor. Charles put on a great show for
us. We found out first hand why he is a living legend.
Thanks, Charles Dennis, for a great show.
In closing, I would like to thank Larry and Brenda for
another great reunion. Each year it seems to get better.
For all of you who missed this year’s reunion, I would like
to encourage you to join us next year in Chattanooga for
fun, food and companionship. Until then...
Thanks and God Bless,
Dallas May
________________

From the Vice President
As I am writing this, it is one week from tomorrow until election day. I certainly hope all of you veterans and families got out and voted for the people who
support the troops and the veterans and their families. When this is published, our future will be set.
Hopefully for the better. Not that it will matter much to
us, but for our children and grandchildren.
What a great time we had in Nashville. We wish to
express our thanks and appreciation to Brenda, Larry
and the staff of MLRS. We also want to give a big pat
on the back to the tremendous staff for the hospitality
given us at the Holiday Inn, Opryland Airport, Nashville.
We only wish many more of our members could have
been there to take advantage of the great time we had
there.
It was terrific for Sandy, Lou, Rusty and me seeing so
many of our ASA friends again this year. We certainly
had a great time, not only with the history of this entertainment capital, but especially the showboat luncheon
cruise on Saturday. What a great show during our
lunch. Steve Hall-Shotgun Red & the Shotgun Red
band were outstanding. We are still enjoying them with
the DVD's of their show. Then the evening at the Grand
Ole Opry for a couple more hours of great country talent and humor. Awesome day and night.
Then, the next morning, it was time to say our goodbyes for another year and a promise to see all of you
and some newcomers next year, we hope, to enjoy the
Chattanooga 2013 reunion. I am certain that Premier
Reunion Services will provide us with another entertaining reunion. Please make your plans early to join us in
Sept 2013.
Also, I have a few shirts left in limited sizes and colors. If anyone has a desire for a new shirt or a replacement, let me know so I can get some ordered by next
spring. I also have had some requests for caps. If anyone has knowledge of a supplier (reasonable), let me
know and I will work with them for a price.
Hope to see all of you in Chattanooga. God bless
you all.
Gary Duenow
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION REMINDER
Please check the membership expiration date on
the outside of this newsletter envelope. Dues are
$10.00 and are to be sent to Jim Norrbom, 11409
Christensen Ct, Burnsville, MN 55337.

BOOK RECOMMENDATION
Axel Torvi sent in a recommendation for the book “The Secret Sentry, The Untold History of the National Security
Agency” by Matthew M. Aid. Larry Eckard has since bought
the book and he thoroughly enjoyed it also. One critic says, “By
far the best book ever written on the National Security Agency,
its outside operations and internal struggles. Matthew Aid is our
reigning expert on the NSA.“
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Treasurer’s Report
ASA Okinawa Association
Oct. 31, 2012
Beginning Check Book Balance10/31/2012…….$5109.17
Income from ASA Dues………………………………$80.00
Income from sale of ASA History Books………...…$70.00
Total Income……………………………………… $150.00
Disbursements
Gary Duenow Memorial…………………………....$119.38
Fisher House of Tennessee……………….……..$1000.00
Tex Davenport Plaque for Opryland Holiday Inn of Nashville, TN……………………………………………...$100.00
Tom Sevits for ASA History Books…………………$99.94
Total Disbursements………………………….…$1319.32
Final check book balance as of 10/31/12……$3939.85
Total Membership is as follows:
171 Paid Members for 2012/I non-member donation to
newsletter
10 Lifetime Members/Includes Dorothy (Dotty) Turner
who made most of our stitchery for us at our reunions.
7 Lifetime Deceased Members’ Wives
103 Paid Members for 2013, 45 for 2014, 12 for 2015
and 4 for 2016
_________________

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES
November 2012

Welcome Mat
The following members
have been located since the
last newsletter. Welcome to
the Association. We hope to
see you at the next reunion
and hear from you about
your memories of your time
spent in Okinawa.

David Monroe (1982-85)
1138 Murphy Lane
Mount Eden, KY 40046
damonroe50@gmail.com
Ervinell Walters
(1975-77) SP4/E-4 C Com
6100 NW Loop 410 Apt 215
San Antonio, TX 78238
210-509-1724
Mike Plews (1968-70)
3391 Nixon Ave
Missouri Valley, IA 51555
712-642-3054
mplews@loganet.net
___________

$485.99

MAIL CALL
Karen,
I have one wish, I would like to
have a thank you note in this issue
from me and my wife Sandy. On Oct.
5th, 2012, I had a Cardio Version to
stop and restart my heart. I was afraid
something would happen if we came
to the reunion so we stayed home and
this was working up. Fellow ASA
members and spouses circulated a
card and sent it to me with a whole
bunch of signatures and well wishes.

We wish to thank each one for their
thoughts and prayers and phone calls.
I’m not a hundred percent as yet but
have been able to do some of my own
yard work, otherwise one of our
grandsons comes over and does it. I
do not have all their email addresses
so I can’t send a personal thank you
to all. I hope you can do this for us.
HEY GANG,
THANK YOU ALL EVER SO
MUCH FOR YOUR PRAYERS,
CALLS, GET WELL WISHES AND
LOVE. SPECIAL THANKS TO
HELEN AND DAN, JACK AND
DIANE, TOM AND JUDY. WE HOPE
TO SEE YOU NEXT YEAR.
Gerald (Jerry) and Sandy Mueller
___________

Taps
The Typhoon learned of
the following deaths since
the last newsletter was
published. The deaths are
not necessarily recent, but
they were just learned of.
The entire membership
extends our deepest sympathy to the widows, families and friends of the deceased.
Robert Penezic
Died May 6, 2012
Leon Noel (1956-59)
Died August 13, 2010
Joseph LaBuda
Died June 14, 2012
Roger Olson
Died September 29, 2012
K.B. Barton
(1953-56) SFC
Died June 12, 1967
Howard Croakman
Died February 26, 2012
___________

ASA OKINAWA HISTORY
BOOKS FOR SALE
There are ASA Okinawa History
Books available for sale. These books
were compiled by Larry Eckard. It
contains the history of ASA on Okinawa plus a recounting of past reunions. The books are priced at $12.00
each. This includes shipping. If interested, please contact:
Tom Sevits
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551 or
Phone 419-874-7680

or

E-mail: tom.judy@wcnet.org.
____________
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FAVORITE
REUNION
In the last issue of the Torii Typhoon,
Larry Eckard posed the question to all
members as to which was their favorite reunion and/or worst and why.
Here is the only response we received:
I have two favorite reunions--I
really can't choose between our first
reunion in Myrtle Beach and Colorado
Springs. In Myrtle Beach we met so
many new and a few old friends, we
really felt that we were not newcomers, it was just a great time! In Colorado Springs, there was so much to
do and see and experience for the
first time. The train ride along the river
through the Royal Gorge, and up
Pikes Peak were just fantastic!
As to the worst, well I just can't pick
out any that we didn't have a good
time, but I guess I would agree with
you as to the train ride at Branson, but
there were other enjoyable events at
that reunion, that I couldn't say it was
the worst reunion.
I have to say that last year's reunion
in Cincinnati was one that I appreciated the most because I had the opportunity of having our sons and their
wives attend and meet with all the
great friends we have made through
the reunions!
As to where I would like a future
reunion.. how about Rapid City,
ND? There is a lot to see and do in
that area. Also how about somewhere
in the Northwest. I know travel would
probably be a problem for some to
travel that far, but there are guys in
that area and we would probably attract more west coast people!
We are looking forward to Chattanooga. The people were so welcoming and we are sure to have a great
reunion next year! Thanks again for
inviting Judy and I to the look see you
sponsored!
Tom Sevits

THANKSGIVING/CHRISTMAS
IN OKINAWA
We asked for your memories of a
Thanksgiving or Christmas on Okinawa. Here are the responses:
From Ora “Pat” Brumbelow 197677, O5H:
Near Christmas of 1976, a small
group (don't remember all the
names) went for a motorcycle ride
around the island. I was in "A" company ... remember my roommate
(Donald) "Mike" Long and maybe
Dayle LeClaire as on the trip. Had
some cool weather and were chilled
pretty well when we got back to Torii
Station. Our 1st Sgt had arranged a
Christmas party in the day room for
all us "barracks rats". There were
homemade cookies and treats from
the married couples and eggnog
served.
__________
From Charles Spotswood Connelly Sp/4 Chinese Mandarin Int./
Trans.:
In 1954-55, our morning report
was classified. Our Mess Sergeant
was bright enough to read the commissary report which listed available
meat for various days. If it was liver,
we had 100 men. If it was steak, we
had 1,000 men. The Commissary
Sergeant demanded to see a copy of
the morning report. Our Mess Sergeant, with cajones grandes, told him
to screw himself. He didn't have a
"need to know". We didn't eat much
liver and enjoyed great steak cookouts. I wonder if the coral-rock bar-b
-q pits survived.
In December of '55, I was on a
troop ship headed home. We arrived
at Fort Sheridan outside Chicago on
the 24th. Personnel wanted to close
for Christmas Eve. I found a bar
open in Chicago on the 25th. Bah
Humbug...... I was separated on the
28th.
___________

___________
From Nancy Wenger:
My husband, Jay L. Wenger, may
not remember but I remember going

to the Mess Hall and eating dinner
there on Thanksgiving Day. They, the
cooks, really put out a spread for the
service men and their families. It was
always so good to get together with
your friends on that day. On Christmas Day, we used to have some of
the single fellows in for dinner. They
used to like to get down on the floor
and play with our son’s new toys.
They really enjoyed having a home
cooked meal. It was a lot of fun for
everyone to just relax.
____________
From Mike Aquino:
Back then, my brother Rod and I
were stationed together in Torii Station. We were told in advance that for
Thanksgiving dinner we would each
get 2 wonderful turkey sandwiches to
take with us to work for our 12 hr shift
at the Comm Center. Before we went
to work, we went to the mess hall to
get breakfast and saw some tables
being set up for a special meal for
officers later on. Well, I asked the
head honcho why we couldn’t have
some of that food instead of wrapped
up turkey sandwiches, and he refused
–saying only for officers. Well, that
pissed me off—so I took action and
applied one of the Golden Rules:
“Whatever you wish that men would
do to you, do so to them” Matthew
7.12
It was right at that moment that I
got a sign from God—a big empty box
was lying on the floor, and I placed
the big beautiful 20 lb turkey centerpiece right in that box along with
some trimmings, rolls, etc. and carried
it down to work at the Comm Center! I
heard the officers had to eat that horrible pizza handcrafted by the Okinawan cooks.
There was no investigation because we ate all the evidence!!!
___________
From Max Little:
A brief memory is that of being
homesick Christmas time but not the
rest of the year.
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ASA MEMBER REVISITS OKINAWA
ASA Okinawa member Robert “Bob”
Bross visited Okinawa in late August/early
September. Following is excerpts received
from him, recapping his visit.
“Larry, I am now back on Oki, staying
at the Royal Hotel across from Torii. This
place has changed GREATLY. I will be
presenting to the post (Torii Station) CO,
COL BRYANT, an ASA flag, a "Keystone
of the Pacific" patch (what we wore way
back), and a copy of the Torii Typhoon,
July issue.
We just went thru a super typhoonSaturday thru Monday evening, and now
the sun is trying to come out—but is now
really humid.
Naha now has a 6 lane highway going
in and coming out; Kadena "circle" has
been straightened out, and there are a
scillion vehicles on the road, Most of the
military installations I would not have recognized it were not for my brother-in-law. I
am using my daughter’s computer from
here, as I turned mine off at the house
until I get back home the 2nd or 3rd of
Sept.
I am trying to take as many pictures as
possible of the area, and will "try" to get
copies made when I get back home, and
then try and send them to you for the reunion.”
A few days later the following was received.
“Larry-Met with the Torii Station CO,
Col Bryant, yesterday, and she was quite
impressed with the items I presented her
and surprised at the history of the station
and what we did there. The staff had
never seen the patch that we wore during
our tour there in the fifties. She was also

not aware of what we called the antennae
field. I also met with Mr Steitz (public affairs officer) who is doing a story on my
trip. After that we did some shopping in
the American Village (down by the Chattan area)”.
___________
The following article was printed in the
September 2012 issue of “Samurai Gate”
from Kadena Air Base:
Soldier Returns after 55 Years
By Chip Steitz
10th Regional Support Group Public Affairs
9/5/12—Fifty-five years ago a young Soldier came to Okinawa for the first of three
tours. Sgt. 1st Class (Ret) Robert R. Bross
returned here last week in an attempt to
reconnect with relatives and help his
daughter, Susan, understand and appreciate the culture and traditions of Okinawa.
His wife, Fumi, who he met during his first
tour here in 1957, recently passed away.
“I served three tours here at Torii Station. The first tour was June 1957 to May
1958; second tour was February 1967 to
June 1969 and the third tour was October
1973 to October 1976. I served mostly as
an intercept operator, but when I got promoted I was transferred to post headquarters, in the S1 Shop, i.e., (human resources) until I left to go back to the
states,” said Bross.
Bross continued to explain how some
things never change.
“An old adage comes to mind when I
reflect back on my tours on Torii—the

more things change, the more they stay
the same. The physical changes from my
first tour to my last tour, such as the number of people stationed to the post and the
addition of newer buildings, were numerous. However one thing that has remained
the same is the sense of camaraderie
among the Soldiers and family members
stationed here, regardless of what branch
of service they are assigned to.”
During his visit, Bross took time to visit
with Col. Sheila Bryant, 10th Regional
Support Group commander, and presented her with a flag from the former
Army Security Agency, which is now the
Intelligence and Security Command. The
former agency was assigned to Torii Station.

Plaque Presented to Holiday
Inn
The Holiday Inn Opryland/Airport did such a
fantastic job hosting our recent reunion that the
association, led by the efforts of Tex Davenport,
gave the below hotel a plaque in honor of their
service to the ASA Okinawa Association. Also
shown are the hotel Director of Sales (right)
Heather Schreader and Sales Manager Sonya
Slay holding the plaque.
Several phone calls and e-mails from the hotel
staff have been received, thanking the Association
for the plaque and giving assurances it will be
prominently displayed on their “hall of fame” wall.
We have an open invitation to come back there
for another reunion. Nothing in our by-laws says
we can’t make a repeat visit.
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