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“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t
Have To”

Either the ASA Okinawa reunions keep getting better, or as we get
older we are easier to please. The
Buffalo reunion was a wonderful four
days filled with memories, laughs,
sadness for those who could not be
with us and an all ‘round good time in
a great city and location. Planning for
this event started nearly two years
ago and culminated with September
14-18, 2016 reunion at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Buffalo, NY.
Several “old regulars” including stalwart Billy “Tex” Davenport – who had
never missed a reunion - and Chaplain Ross Lee were missed!
Although a number of people arrived on Tuesday and had dinner together in the hotel restaurant, the actual reunion kicked off mid-morning on
Wednesday, Sept 14th when the registration desk opened and the hospitality room opened. Herb Powell was the
first to register and probably the first
to check in the hotel as well. Throughout the day more people registered
and found their way to the hospitality
room which became the focal point for
the entire reunion. At 5:00 PM the first
“official” function was held. The welcome reception was opened with Association President David Merritt welcoming everyone, thanking them for
coming and introduced first time attendee Leo Julian who served in the
unit in 1947, making him the oldest
member present. Following David’s
remarks light hors d’oeuvres were
served and the cash bar opened. For
those wanting a more substantive dinner, it was on their own.

Thursday dawned bright and clear
just right for the Wine Trail tour. Breakfast was at one’s leisure in the hotel restaurant – and a fine breakfast it was too!
At 9:00 the 33 Wine Trail tour participants loaded up and moved out. First
stop was the Freedom Run & Winery
where we tasted fine wines created from
vinifera, hybrid and native grapes from
the Niagara Escarpment Region. From
there it was a
visit
to
the
Spring
Lake
Winery where
we viewed their
Tuscan
style
tasting
room
and enjoyed a
sandwich and
salad
buffet
lunch with the
wine
tasting.
Some
folks
stretched their
legs by walking the grounds viewing the
spring fed 8-acre lake, and hundred-foot
larch trees. Finally, we visited the Flight
of Five Winery in downtown Lockport,
NY and enjoyed a final wine tasting in
this urban winery. As evidence by the
giggles and bottles of wine that came
back to the hotel, a good time was had
by all.
After refreshing in the hospitality
room, many folks took advantage of the
break in activities to go to their rooms
and rest up a bit.
Then it was time to start the evening
activities. The cash bar opened the
evening for an hour of socializing before
(Continued on page 3)
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Treasurer’s Report
ASA Okinawa Association
October 31, 2016
Beginning Check Book Balance May 31, 2016-$4357.96
Income
Income from Dues …………………………………$1280.00
Income from Newsletter …………………………..$315.00
Income from sale of Caps…...…………………….$65.00
Income from Raffle Tickets..………………………$632.00
Donation……………………………………………..$10.00
Collected fro Sam Noto……………………………$900.00
Other income……………………………………….$00.91
Total Income ………………………………………$3202.91
Disbursements
July Issue of Torii Typhoon ……………………...$840.36
For Guests………………………………………….$629.00
Donation for Sam Noto……………………………$900.00
Donation Operation Backbone…………………...$1,000.00
Donation Honor Flight of Southern New Jersey..$500.00
Total Disbursements …………………………….$3869.36
Ending Check Book Balance October 31, 2016...$3691.51
Total Membership is as follows:
• 10 Life Time Members
• 12 Life Time Deceased Members Wives
• 114 Paid members for 2016
•
89 for 2017
•
48 for 2018
•
15 for 2019
If anyone would like a detailed list of Incomes and Disbursements
email me at sandysands66@msn.com and I will email it to you.

Association Officers
David Merritt, President
3759 246th Ave SE
Issaquah, WA 98029
425-369-9719
mgdvmerritt@msn.com

Lonnie Frampton, Past Pres.
20 Heights Rd
Newville, PA 17241
717-776-5139
lonboy1@embarqmail.com

Daniel Carr, Vice President
2619 School St Box 16
East Pembroke, NY 14056
585-762-8250
dcarr001@rochester.rr.com

Billy “Tex” Davenport, Past
Pres.
PO Box 241
Tioga, TX 76271
903-267-0490
texokinawa@aol.com

Duane Sands, Treasurer
4331 Pine View Dr NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
319-395-7847
sandysands66@msn.com

Larry Eckard, Past Pres
1225 34th Ave NE
Hickory, NC 28601
828-256-6008
larry@mlrsinc.com

Tracy Davis, Secretary
231 West Ledge Dr
Lansing, MI 48917
517-321-3243
cjgolfdavis@comcast.net

Bill Overholt, Past Pres
69 Hillside Rd
Turnersville, NJ 08012
856-218-0124
asasobie@aol.com

Gary Duenow, Immediate
Past President
6090 Indian Dr
Cedar Rapids, IA 52411
319-393-2234
thedue60@yahoo.com

Tom Sturgeon, Treasurer
Exofficio
12 Cherry Lane
Olmstead TWP, OH 44138
440-427-9985
duosturgeons@aol.com

Dallas May, Past President
1840 Horn Lake Rd
Nesbit, MS 38651
901-413-7981
dallmay1@bellsouth.net

Ross Lee, Chaplain
8232 South Main
Benton, AR 72015
501-778-3345

Duane R. Sands, Treasurer

_________________

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES
November 2016 $175.32 (Mailed to paid members only.)

TAPS
The Typhoon learned of the following deaths since the last newsletter
was published. The deaths are not
necessarily recent, but they were just
learned of. The entire membership
extends our deepest sympathy to the
widows, families and friends of the
deceased.

Richard Rettig, Past Pres.
4775 Crestwood Dr
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-7160

Jim Norrbom, Past Pres
11409 Christensen Ct
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-890-2384
jhnorrbom@aol.com
Tom Sevits, Past Pres.
25703 McCutcheonville Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-7680
tom.judy@wcnet.org

George (Bill) Williamson
(1951-53) SGT
Died August 24, 2015
Bruce Haagenson
(1962-64) E5 Auto Morse
Died May 14, 2014

Enzie Harshman, 1st Pres.
701 Oak Creek Rd
Franklin, NC 28734-1373
828-349-1674
__________

Rev. Sidney Stafford
Died July 3, 2015
John Malinowski, Jr.
Died May 13, 2015
Marlin Savage
Died May 14, 2016
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getting down to some serious eating.
Dinner was an indoor cookout featuring hamburgers and hot dogs plus
the trimmings. After dinner was sort
of a game – actually more of show of
bravado. Beanboozled was the name
of the event and featured jelly beans.
Some were good – some were awful.
Ten brave men and ten brave ladies
opted to participate. There were ten
colors of jelly beans – example a
black jelly bean could taste like licorice or skunk oil. A tuti-fruti color
could be a tuti-fruti flavor or barf. Or
a slimy green could be lime, or a
booger. Since no one had ever tasted a booger it was hard to tell which
was which! The object was not to get
one of the nasties or bluff your way
through. It turned out to be fun – no
prizes, but Gerald Hardesty and JoAnn Roscher were declared winners.
Why?? Because they never got a
nasty-bean or were able to hide it
better than their competitors.
On Friday, once again breakfast
was in the hotel restaurant. Today is
the main reason we came to Buffalo.
We started the day with a trip to Niagara Falls for some spectacular
scenery and a ride on the Maid of the
Mist. By the way, the Mist continued
its streak of having never sunk or
capsized – though some thought it
was going to as we approached the
falls. The boat started off at a calm
part of the Niagara River, near

the Rainbow Bridge, and took us
past the American and Bridal Veil
Falls, then into the dense mist of
spray
inside
the
curve
of
the Horseshoe Falls, also known as
the Canadian Falls. Everyone absolutely loved this once in a life-time
ride. Following the “Maid” we were
off to The Anchor Bar – home of the
original Buffalo Wings. Surprisingly,
not everyone had the wings. Some
had the anchor’s own pizza, others
ordered from the menu to suit their
own taste. After lunch was a riding
tour of the city with the guide pointing

out some of the history and heritage
of Buffalo.
Back at the hotel a few more
members checked in and impatiently
waited in the hospitality room for the
tour to return. The first stop upon
returning was the hospitality room to
see who had arrived and the greetings were just as sincere as yesterday.
At 6:00 PM the cash bar opened
and people began arriving with the
gifts and placed them on the gift tables. After solving some of the
world’s problems during the social
hour, a Taste of Buffalo buffet was
served. Main item was the Buffalo
Weck – a glorified Roast Beef Sandwich on a Kaiser Roll. That too was
served with all of the trimmings and
was very good.
Next came the annual fundraising
raffle. Nearly everyone participated
either by purchasing tickets or bringing a gift – gifts were too numerous
and nice to select a just a few. Dottie Turner also made numerous needle work pieces and donated to the
Association. Her work is unbelievable and much appreciated.
Saturday’s breakfast pretty much
mirrored the previous mornings. Immediately after breakfast the annual
business meeting, chaired by Association President David Merritt, was
held. After the routine business
items, (secretary’s report, treasurer’s
report, approval of donation to charitable organization) Seattle, WA, was
reaffirmed as the 2017 reunion site
and 2018 reunion location as Washington, DC.
Then at the appointed time, 36
eager ASAers boarded their motor
coach for a trip to Buffalo’s famous
Naval Park to get a glimpse into
“How the Other Half (navy) Lives.”
Our guys noted carefully the
cramped sleeping quarters on those
ships, especially the submarine, and
when compared to their own barracks, they conceded they didn’t
have it so bad by comparison. Included on the tour was USS Little
Rock, a class guided missile
cruiser, launched August 27, 1944
and then commissioned June 17,
1945 at Cramp Shipbuilding Company, Philadelphia, PA.
Built as part of the effort to assemble a major submarine force just
prior to and after the U.S. entry into
World War II, USS Croaker was sent
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to the Pacific to wage a war of attrition against Japan’s merchant marine and Navy.
USS The Sullivans, is a Fletcher Class Destroyer launched April 4,
1943
at
Bethlehem
Steel Corporation,
San Francisco
CA.
She
was
commissioned on
September
30,
1943
and decommissioned
in
1965.
USS
The
Sullivans was named for five brothers who lost their lives in the Battle
of the Solomon Islands when their
ship sunk
In addition to the ships and
equipment, there were extensive
military displays including Marine
Corps memorabilia, Polish Armed
Forces, Vietnam Veterans, models
of military vehicles, and Western NY
Medal of Honor Recipients. Two new
museum displays are currently under development: a US Civil War
display and a WWI display. Lunch
was in the galley on USS Little Rock.
Before returning to the hotel a riding
tour of the Buffalo Waterfront district
was made.
After a restful afternoon catching
a few winks or relaxing in the hospitality room, everyone began preparing for the banquet. At 6:30 the photo session and cash bar opened.
Then at 7:30 the formal part of the
evening began with the National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance, and invocation by acting Chaplain Lonnie
Frampton. President David Merritt
again welcomed everyone and announced, “dinner is served.” And it
was.
Following the meal, special guest
speaker Mike Sformo, President and
CEO of Operation Backbone, a charitable organization helping veterans
with severe back and spinal problems, spoke to the group about the
work his organization is involved in
and how our donation would help
further the assistance his organization offers. President David Merritt
presented him with a check for
$1,000.00. The evening ended on a
(Continued on page 4)
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high note.
Sunday morning breakfast was also in
the hotel restaurant. At 8:00 AM the memorial service was help in the hospitality room.
Acting Chaplain Lonnie Frampton conducted the service assisted by David Merritt
and Duane Sands. At the close of the service, everyone knew the time had come –
the saddest part of the reunion – saying
good-bye again to close friends, brought
even closer by the thought it’ll be a year
until I see you again. The hugs were longer, the words more sincere, but with great
reluctance the first person eased out the
door followed by everyone else. Then,
there was silence.

From the Vice President
I got to cross a couple of things off my bucket list at the Buffalo reunion. For some unknown reason I always wanted to go over the
Grand Island Bridge. Well, we did that on our way to Niagara Falls. I
had been to the falls numerous times over the years but never went on
the Maid of the Mist. So I did that. I hope all that were able to attend
enjoyed the reunion as much as I did. There were a lot of our regulars
that were unable to attend this year, so we are hoping that they will be
able to be in Seattle next Sept. That will be a trip for me as I do not fly.
So I'm thinking if I can make it, then most of the group should also be
there. I hope everyone reading this will start planning their trip now. If
you are able to be there, make sure you have informed all your ASA
Okinawa friends so they can make their plans. I know that there are
thousands of Oki vets out there, so check us out at www.mlrsinc/
asaokinawa

2016 REUNION
ATTENDEES

Welcome Mat

Robert Bross
Daniel & Margaret Carr
Edward, Tim and Steve Domanski
Gary & Linda “Rusty” Duenow
Paul & Sara “Lib” Duffau
Larry & Brenda Eckard
Lonnie & Faye Frampton
Gerald & Ann Hardesty
Leo Julian
Jane Kendzierski & Linda Bonkowski
John & Diane Lanier
Helen Maki & Dan Damon
Dennis & Shirley Maxwell
Richard & Lydia Mears
David Merritt
Louis Mosher
James & Sharon Norrbom
William & Elaine Overholt
William & Patricia Phillips
Herbert Powell
William “Bill” & JoAnn Roscher
John “Jack” & Diane Sanborn
Duane & Lou Anne Sands
Tom & Judy Sevits
John & Carol Stanley
Michael Tranchina
Dorothy & Danny Turner
Total Members:
Guests:
GRAND TOTAL:

27
21
48

The following members have
been located since the last newsletter. Welcome to the Association. We hope to see you at the
next reunion and hear from you
about your memories of your
time spent in Okinawa.
Koneta Saumk (1976-77)
PO Box 241
Nash, TX 75569
983-838-1896
samuk@earthlink.net
Burleith Cubert (1963-65)
4711 Foxtrail Dr NE
Olympia, WA 98516
360-459-3572
bcubert@aol.com
Ken Hager (1966-68)
1910 Baldpate Ct
Estes Park, CO 80517
505-327-1885
halek14104@msn.com
George Richburl
12319 La Albada
San Antonio, TX 78233
210-967-0820
Jim Hemeon (1964-67)
55 River Rd Apt 9C
Manchester, NH 03104
603-624-4646
rosehemeon@gmail.com

Richard Hayden (1961-64)
617 Doctor Point Rd
Abbeville, AL 36310
Joseph Zanchi
2406 Phoenix Hill Dr
Louisville, KY 40207
502-423-9561
TJ Stovcski (1972-73) SP4
516 Longvue Dr
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
724-335-4439
Tjstov@yahoo.com
Robert Hansen
2023 Asheland Ave
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
319-266-5348
Dale Zanchi
2406 Phoenix Hill Dr
Louisville, KY 40207
502-423-9561
Robert Christian (1996-97)
1062 Jefferson Way
Blacklick, OH 43004
740-927-8646
Ed King
302 E Park Ave
Dubois, PA 15801
814-661-4771
__________
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MAIL CALL
Dear Editor:
In reading your Sobe stories in the July 16 newsletter, I
realized only a few were written in the first party form, so
here is mine, to be realized or criticized. I gave up on the
reunions after the first few when I realized we would probably never have a reunion in Sobe Village.
Historically, I wanted to travel the world and early on I
determined that going into the service was the way for me.
In my childhood, I had mowed lawns and delivered newspapers at 5:00 am and worked as a handy man and as a
delivery man in a local grocery market, so by the time I was
15, I was ready for bigger things. Just before I turned 16, I
signed up and enlisted in the Air Force. This is where I experienced living in a tent unprotected from the snow, ice
and cold at an over-crowded Air Force base and then in
various other bases until they discharged me for being under age, after 8 months of service. So, I returned home and
graduated from high school and then enlisted in the Army
with the ASA being my target.
From there through Devens, I fast forwarded to the Far
East after 2 or 3 months in Washington State and was
transported by troop ship to Japan, where I spent some
time and saw the country, for instance the Big Buddha in
Kama Kura and our several navy facilities where friends
were stationed, and then I was transported to Okinawa—
Sobe base where I was for two years.
I was on the day shift the entire time, and this is where I
experienced lots of things. I took and became pretty good
in Judo, mixing with local instructors. When I got to know
Sobe Village and after renting a new house, first one outside the base gate and fence and for paying my rent with
cartons of cigarettes, I built a reputation as “Mayor” of Sobe Village in developing legal, social connections in the
village and on base I was NCO in charge of some club facilities. I got around a lot to such an extent that when I
came up for promotion to Sergeant, two top Sergeants who
apparently resented my standing in the village and bar
where they drank and caroused, went before the promotion
board and had me removed from promotion to sergeant!
Later I learned they were punished and demoted by a
reduction of their ranks. Had this not happened, I might
have taken the Sergeant promotion and became a “lifer.”
But I also realized I needed to get an education and decided to go to college. I applied for an “early release” and was
approved by applying and being accepted by a west coast
college.
Lo and behold, another lesson came at me when a
friend who might have been jealous of my early exit put me
on a troop ship touring the Far East and the Port of Inchon,
Korea, where General MacArthur surprised the opposing
military by using the port, which was too shallow for ships,
by coming in with his invasion force at “high tide.” (He had
been my hero from earlier years, so this was a big event
for me!) It was too late for me to go to the “early out” college, so when I got to the US I took my discharge in California and hitched across the US, mostly on famous Route
66.
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I did go to college at the University of Kentucky, and
because of my love for oceans, I moved to Florida and later
became an attorney, graduating from the University of Miami. It was when I opened an office in Deland, Florida that I
assisted in organizing our first reunion group which I attended until my legal duties called elsewhere, and I later
realized the reunion group would never return to Sobe.
I wish all of you the best.
Sincerely,
James, W. Bowling
________________
Editor:
The V 15 Issue 2, July 2016 Torii Typhoon was indeed
very interesting. I was not aware that sailors were at
“SOBE” from 1954-1956. The mixing seems to have been
cordial, and Neal P Gillen would have been a good friend.
My Torii Typhoon note to Mail Call in V 9 Issue 3, July
2010, mentioned a really old WWAII Alumni, Alf Monge,
and a more recent cryptoanalyst, Dr. David Kahn. I briefly
described their connection with my translation research
about Scandinavian Rune research. That research has
been highly similar to ASA deciphering decryption and
translation.
How Alf Monge would have benefitted from friendship,
advice and experience of Jeff Deason, as described by C.
J. Risak. Jeff’s skill and experience as an analyst, might
have prioritized and called for more internal review of Monge’s initial conclusion! Monge, and more recently, Scott
Wolter, both exhibited great skill in understanding the ancient use of the “religious calendar,” and its use in deciphering and decrypting. I have always suspected that many
of Monge’s critics were his old associates, and not university linguists, as we used to think. Monge deserved more
respect for whatever role he had in the breaking of the
“PURPLE CODE”!
The skills and experience of Jeff Deason would have
really assisted me, and lent weight to the studies that resolved the long held disagreements about the rune count
and translation of the “Rok” (Smokestone) in Sweden! The
Swede Prof, Gordon, in 1927, counted 748; the Swede
Prof. Jansson in 1962-84, 87, counted 751. Our own Dr.
David Kahn, in 1967, counted 770, with the more complete
translation and cryptoanalysis. By understanding what was
omitted by Gordon and Jansson, they clearly all agreed at
770!
The U of Uppsala in Sweden now has a RUNIC STUDIES PROGRAM with a CHAIR of RUNIC STUDIES. It has a
DIGITAL RUNIC BASE of 7000 RUNIC INSCRIPTIONS,
3000 of which are on stones. They have 7 Phd runologists,
but no dissertations on alphabetic or alpha-anomaly study,
frequency, or probability, or degrees of confidence. No
such studies followed linguistic, cipher, or crypto procedures or methods that we use for military translations.
Dr. Kahn spoke at the Minnesota History Society WWII
ROUND TABLE program on 11-14-2013 at the Ft Snelling
Interpretive Center. About 25 young ASA vets stayed to
confer. I wrote a note to Dr. Kahn, commending his interest
in runology, and hoped that he might encourage more interest and research among our veterans!
Axel Torvi
_______________
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NCU 37 SOBE CAMP, OKINAWA 1956
BY NEAL P. GILLEN

TYPHOONS
You have never been in a typhoon
unless you experienced one in the
Pacific region where Okinawa is situated. We had four big ones that year.
The wind begins to pick up in intensity in late August. If you attempted to
wear a white hat it would take flight.
Crew cuts were a must as the wind
carried with it fine grains of sand that
quickly made a mess of your hair.
The typhoon warnings established
conditions on activities and personal
mobility. Condition Three permitted
free movement about the island. Condition Two restricted all personnel to
the base in preparation for Condition
One, which required evacuation to
the Operations Building to ride out the
storm. On one occasion we almost
lost a man while we were being transported to the Operations Building in a
covered truck to avoid injury from the
debris whipped up by the 75 mph
winds on the front edge of the storm.
“Bullet” Godbey, of West Memphis,
Arkansas and Elvis Pressley’s resident ambassador on Okinawa, was
short in stature and paper-thin weighing no more than 125 pounds. He
was wearing his Navy issue raincoat
as he attempted to jump down from
the back of the truck when we
reached the Operations Building. Just
as he jumped, a powerful gust of wind
formed an air pocket up through the
back of his raincoat and Godbey remained airborne for about ten feet
fortunately landing on the wet grass
adjacent to the parking area. For
some weeks Godbey was known as
Superman.
If you were not on watch, you slept
on cots or the hallway floor of the Operations Building. The food was
canned K-rations left over from the

Korean War and some C-Rations left
over from World War II. Gene Kilby
drew a 1940s green-wrapper pack of
Lucky Strikes packed before they
discontinued the use of green dye,
which was needed for other war uses. The spaghetti with tomato sauce
proved to be popular along with the
Viennese sausage. The chocolate
bars were almost an inch thick and
had the taste and consistency of
chalk. Once the storms let up it was
back to the barracks area to clean
up the mess that could be considerable. Windows were smashed in, the
barracks were flooded, and the wind
driven sand removed paint from
buildings and vehicles.
At the outset of the biggest storm,
Rip Desmond and Lee Marshall left
the base immediately after a Mid
Watch to begin their 56-hour Liberty.
They took the bus down the island to
a car rental agency near Naha, reversed course and headed north to
Nago, the northern and scenic portion of Okinawa. Condition Three
was declared while they were enroute to Nago. When they arrived in
Nago, everything was being locked
down and they learned that Condition Two was then in effect. They
returned to Sobe Camp and attempted to call the car rental agency, but
no one answered the telephone.
They parked the car behind the barracks next to an Army truck, believing the large truck and the barracks
would shield it. When condition One
was declared Desmond and Marshall joined the rest of us seeking
shelter in the Operations Building.
We remained underground for almost two days and when Desmond
and Marshall finally saw the car they
were in tears. The paint was completely removed from one side. I
agreed to accompany them to the

car-rental agency. On the drive towards Naha we viewed considerable
destruction. Telephone poles were
down, windows were non-existent,
and debris was strewn along the highway. Incredibly the houses built by the
Okinawans out of bamboo or wooden
siding and covered with grass roofs
were undamaged. When we arrived at
the car-rental agency Desmond pulled
the car around to show its good side
so as not to set off the manager’s anger before we had a chance to explain
what happened. Desmond and Marshall related their story to the manager, an ex-GI, and I corroborated their
version.
“Why didn’t you call? It says so
right here on the contract.”
“I did call. I called you five or six
times. There was no answer,” Desmond said.
“Bullshit! I was here. You didn’t
call!”
Desmond’s face turned red as a
beat. I thought he was going to grab
the guy.
“Rip” composed himself and pointing to the contract said in a raspy
voice, “Don’t ever call me a liar. I
called this number,” stating the numbers in sequence.
“Let me see that?”
Desmond handed him the contract
and the guy’s jaw dropped. “Oh shit!
This is the wrong number.” He turned
and ran towards his Okinawan assistant and kicked him square in the behind launching him into the side of a
desk. “I told you to change the phone
numbers on all the contracts. You’ll
pay for this, you little bastard.”
“We’re out of here,” I said and we
hailed a cab and headed for Naha.
Next: “Relations with Indigenous Personnel”

COME SEE SEATTLE IN 2017
Seattle is situated on the shores of two large lakes and
Puget Sound. It is flanked by two major mountain ranges
(Olympics and Cascades), with Mount Rainier in full view.
Some of the major attractions will be described and you
will be asked to choose from them for your reunion activities. After reading the descriptions, please take time to fill
out the survey on page four of the newsletter. We will then

design your reunion activities to your wishes.
If you have only one experience in Seattle, make it Tillicum Village. During the harbor cruise that takes you
to the village, you will cross Puget Sound and view the
magnificent scenery and perhaps encounter a sea lion,
dolphin, or soaring eagle. Tillicum Village’s “longhouse” is
(Continued on page 7)
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styled in the
fashion of the
ancient dwellings
of
the
North
Coast
Indians. There
you will savor
delicious fresh
Pacific salmon
prepared
on
cedar
stakes
over alder fires,
the
traditional
method.
The
entire island is part of Blake Island
State Park and is accessible only by
boat.
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the observation deck. There, maps
describe what you’re seeing in each
direction, and telescopes offer closeup views of Elliot Bay or of Mount
Rainier 90 miles away. Just below
the observation deck is the famous
Space Needle Restaurant that
makes a complete revolution every
55 minutes.

regional visitor center and bookstore,
and a spillway dam.
Mount Rainier is a 14,411 foot
high dormant volcano, capped with
glaciers and can be seen for hun-

The Pike Place Market is known
around the world. It has been featured in such movies as Sleepless in
Seattle and is often seen on televi-

dreds of miles on a clear day. See
alpine meadows, cascading waterfalls, clear mountain lakes and spectacular canyons.

The USS TURNER JOY, a Forrest
Sherman class destroyer, is now on
display at the Bremerton Historic
Ships Association. Most of the ship

is open to the public, including the aft
engine room and the fire room (boiler
room). One of the compartments has
been turned into a POW Memorial, an
authentic prison cell replica from the
infamous Hoa Lo Prison (nicknamed
Hanoi Hilton) in Vietnam.

sion for those airborne salmon hurled
through the air by employees at the
Pike Place Market Inc. There you will
find florists, artisans, and craftsmen
of jewelry and clothing, as well as the
original Starbucks Coffee shop
across the street. See fish from
around the world, smell flowers from
local farmers, hear street performers
strumming guitars, sample honey,
nuts and other foods from local vendors. With produce from over 100
farmers and wares from over 200
artists, there’s plenty to take in.

The Naval Undersea Museum represents the history of human enterprise under the sea. Among the most
important undersea activities are the
adventures of the U. S. Navy’s undersea forces, which helped to bring victory in war and to maintain America
strong in peace. The Navy’s saga in
the undersea is told through its exciting collection and interpretation of vintage objects.

The International District is known
for its ethnic and cultural diversity,
and is home to a concentration of
Seattle’s Asian shops, restaurants,
businesses, and residences. Hing
Hay Park is located here with its authentic Chinese pagoda. Although
primarily Asian, the district is also
home to many other nationalities,
including Greeks, Italians, and Russians.

The Space Needle stood as the
centerpiece of the
1962 World’s Fair.
Since then it has
become one of the
top attractions in
Seattle. It’s a 43second view-filled
ride in a 10-mph
elevator to reach

Ballard Locks are operated by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks provide a link for boats traveling between the salt water of Puget Sound
and the Ship Canal, which connects
to the fresh water of both Lake
Washington and Lake Union. Here
you will find two navigational locks, a
fish ladder, a botanical garden, a

Mount St. Helens erupted violently on May 18, 1980, with the
force of 20,000 atomic bombs. In the
earthquake triggered landslide that
followed, over 1,300 feet of the
mountain’s top flooded into the valley
below. For 150,000 square miles
from the impact zone, every living
thing above ground was destroyed.
In twenty years life has slowly returned to the area, but the devastation remaining will impact everyone
who views this landscape.
Seattle’s Museum of Flight tracks
the history of aviation. Become a
fighter pilot for a moment when you
jump into the cockpit of an F/A-18, or
pay your respects to space exploration at the Apollo exhibit and Rendezvous In Space. Visit Boeing’s
original plane, the B&W, in the aweinspiring six-story steel and glass
Great Gallery. Then, wrap up your
tour with a lesson on the early days
of aviation in the Red Barn, Boeing’s
original plant, and a walk through
presidential history aboard the first
Air Force One.
As you can see, there is a lot to
see and do in Seattle. Hopefully this
overview of some of the major attractions will help you decide what you
most want to have on your reunion
agenda. Make your wishes heard by
filling out the survey and returning it
promptly so plans can be finalized.
See you in Seattle!
__________
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GARDEN FLAGS ORDER FORM

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey of the attractions in
the Seattle area and return it to
Premier Reunion Services. We will
use the surveys to custom design
your reunion to what you want to do.
Please check the attractions you
would like to visit during the reunion.
Tillicum Village _____
International District ______
USS Turner Joy _____
Naval Undersea Museum_____
Space Needle _____
Mount Rainier National Park ____
Pike Place Market _____
Mount St. Helens _____

Name _________________________________________
Address________________________________________
City ______________________ State__________ Zip Code____________
Phone Number ________________________________________
E-mail Address ________________________________________

Ballard Locks _____
Museum of Flight ___
Do you want entertainment after the
banquet? Yes ____ No ____
Return by November 30, 2016 to:
Premier Reunion Services
PO Box 11438
Hickory, NC 28603

3 X 5 Flags
Heading and grommets, outdoor construction
Dyed nylon, back reads reverse of front
price includes shipping: $57.00 each.
Mini Garden Flags
12” x 18 “ with sleeve on the horizontal width, sewn edges
Dyed nylon, back reads reverse of front
price includes shipping: $19.00 each.
Make checks payable to ASA Okinawa Assoc. and mail to:
Tom Sevits
25703 McCutcheonville RD.
Perrysburg, OH 43551
STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION

The Torii Typhoon is the official publication of the Security Agency Association Okinawa. It is published tri-annually in March, July
and November. The Newsletter is funded by voluntary contributions from the membership. Contributions should be sent to the treasurer. All members are encouraged to support the voice of ASA Okinawa. A financial statement appears annually in the November
issue.
The newsletter is intended to be a vehicle for the members to express opinions, make suggestions and especially share experiences.
Unless otherwise stated, the views and opinions printed in the newsletter are those of the article’s writer, and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of the Association leadership or the Editor of the Newsletter.
All letters and stories submitted will be considered for publication, except unsigned letters will not be published. Letters requesting
the writer’s name be withheld will be honored, but published on a space available basis. Signed letters with no restrictions will be given priority.
Letters demeaning to another member will not be printed; letters espousing a political position will not be printed.
The editor reserves the right to edit letters to conform to space limitations.
Premier Reunion Services is not responsible for the accuracy of articles submitted for publication. It would be a monumental task
to check each story. Therefore, we rely on the submitter to research each article.
You are encouraged to actively participate in the newsletter family, by submitting your stories and suggestions.
__________

