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Ag F

Nickname Rate E-4 Division CS

Spouse Mary Ann Hometown Bakersfield, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1969 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation US Border Patrol

Special Hobbies Fishing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory Almost missing the Ships Movement in Hong Kong

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Aguirre,  Adam  A

Al F

Nickname Rate FTG3 Division WG

Spouse Judy Hometown Glastonbury, CT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Senior Engineering Program Manager

Special Hobbies Golf, Volunteer work at Habitat

Favorite Memory Great shipmates.  Two Vietnam Cruises and visiting foreign countries. Flying homemade 
kites off the fantail near the coast of Vietnam

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments I used the GI Bill to further my higher education.  Received my BSEE.  (Univ of New 
Haven, MSEE   Univ of New Haven; MSEE (Univ of Central Florida; PMI (Univ of 
CA, Irvine)  I am now retired and enjoy living in Spokane, WA.

Text40:Albert,  Robert  J

An F

Nickname Andy Rate BT1 Division Engineering

Spouse Hazel Hometown Belfair, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1968 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Steam Engineer, Engineering

Special Hobbies Golf, Fishing, Hunting

Favorite Memory In sick bay with Doc Strauss listening to Jim Reeves & other Country Western Music.  
(We had a group of friends)

Worst Memory Do not have one.  The Gurke crew was great

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Text40:Andersen,  Russell  E



Ap F

Nickname Rate MM1 Division M

Spouse Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1963 Years To 1964

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments Came aboard when the ship was undergoing Fram convertions at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyards at Bremerton, WA in 1963. Shake down cruise to San Diego/underway 
training. Changed homeport to San Diego in 1964. Very neat Engine Room and a 
swell of a Tin Can.

Text40:Aportadera,  Nick  

Be F

Nickname Dutch Rate EM2 Division A

Spouse Cele Hometown Chicago, IL

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951-12 Years To 1955-04

Civilian Occupation Electrician (Construction)

Special Hobbies Bowling and Traveling

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 13       GG2

Special Comments

Text40:Beishuizen,  Thomas  

Be F

Nickname Rate CDR Division CO

Spouse Norene R Hometown edia, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1969 Years To 1971

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies None

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Berger,  Ronald  A



Be F

Nickname Rate SFM3 Division R

Spouse Theresa Hometown Philadelphia, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1965 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Supt  of Maintenance

Special Hobbies Fishing

Favorite Memory All the guys I served with.  I enlisted as a boy of 17 and returned a man.

Worst Memory I was the ships rescue swimmer and picked up a pilot who missed the flight deck.  I 
remember he had red freckles and wedding band.  I never found out his name.  He was 
dead when I got to him.  I still see his face sometimes.  I wish I had his name so I could 
contact his family.

Children 4 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Bernard,  Dennis  M

Be F

Nickname Rate YN3 Division Ops

Spouse Wai Ling Hometown Randle, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1971 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Self Employed

Special Hobbies Snowmobiling and Hiking

Favorite Memory So many.  Loved the travel to many different countries

Worst Memory Riding out the typhoons

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Beslow,  William  

Be F

Nickname Rate BT2 Division B/Eng

Spouse Cherry Hometown Sebastopol, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1950 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Machine Shop-Welding, Concrete Finisher, Firewood Business, Ops Sup- School 
Dist, President of a Credit Union

Special Hobbies Guns, Coins, Camping, Building Tractors

Favorite Memory Making Raisin Jack & Making guns

Worst Memory Getting shot at Inchon, cleaning boilers

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Betschart,  Charley  G



Bi F

Nickname Rate RD2 Division Operations

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Fresno, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1950 Years To 1951

Civilian Occupation Public Health Sanitarian for Fresno County, CA

Special Hobbies Reading and Photography

Favorite Memory Riding Ice flows for the length of the ship

Worst Memory Star shell party off the west coast of Korea in the Yellow Sea

Children 4 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Bisel,  Glenn  

Bo F

Nickname Rate SN Division 1st

Spouse Linda Hometown Great Falls, MT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1960 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Sheet Metal Worker

Special Hobbies Motorcycles

Favorite Memory Australia

Worst Memory Typhoon

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Bobbett,  Andy  P

Bo F J

Nickname Rate SFM2 Division R

Spouse Sharon Hometown Los Angeles, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1968 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation Aero Space Manager

Special Hobbies Cross Country Motorcycling/Camping

Favorite Memory Liberty in Hong Kong

Worst Memory River duty in Vietnam

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Botonis,  Jim  



Bo F J

Nickname Jim Rate MM2 Division M

Spouse Judy Hometown Scottsville, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Corporate Mgt

Special Hobbies Coins, Reading, Gardening, Skiing, Golf, Hunting

Favorite Memory Great shipmates, Travel to great places

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Boutwell,  James  S

Br F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division Deck

Spouse Shirley Hometown Pelham, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Director Health Care Policy, General Motors Corp

Special Hobbies Sailing, Skiing, Scuba Diving, Running (marathon)

Favorite Memory Hong Kong visit

Worst Memory 6 months of watches in 3 sections with frequent "un-reps" between

Children 3 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Bradley,  Bruce  E

Bri F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division Ops

Spouse Ardith Hometown Carmel, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1953

Civilian Occupation Vegetable breeder

Special Hobbies Theater, Videography/editing/TV Production, Writing, Watercolors

Favorite Memory USS Gurke

Worst Memory OGU NTC  San Diego

Children 5 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments Reunion attendance depends on casting and timing of the spring show GAVTV18 
commitments, finances and health

Text40:Briggs,  Carroll  G



Br F

Nickname Rate FT2 Division Fox

Spouse Martha Sue Hometown Sylacauga, AL

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1956 Years To 1960

Civilian Occupation Accountant

Special Hobbies Golf, Fishing

Favorite Memory Shore leave in Sydney Australia

Worst Memory Shore Patrol in Formosa

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Brown,  Richard  T

Br F

Nickname Dick Rate EM3 Division E

Spouse Marcia Hometown Redwood City, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955 Years To 1957

Civilian Occupation Aerospace Quality Management

Special Hobbies Amateur Radio, Traveling, Camping

Favorite Memory Wespac Cruise 1956 when we visited Sydney Australia, crossed the equator and 
someone threw the rotten potatoes overboard.

Worst Memory Typhoon in the straits between Japan and Korea

Children 2 Grandchildren 6     GG3

Special Comments

Text40:Bruno,  Richard  J

Bu F J

Nickname Jack Rate LTJG Division Fox

Spouse Kay Hometown Newburgh, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Engineer, Hughes Aircraft Co-mts

Special Hobbies None

Favorite Memory The wardrooms

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Bundarin, Jr,  John (Jack)  P



Ca F

Nickname Rate MMCS Division Admin

Spouse Noriko Hometown Guilford, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1972 Years To 1974

Civilian Occupation Boiler Plant Equipment Mechanic

Special Hobbies Antique clocks, Tools, Engines and Flat Belt Machinery

Favorite Memory USS CIMARRON  (AS-22)

Worst Memory USS JOHN R CRAIG (DD-885)

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments I carried a secondary NEC OF Command Career Counselor for 10 yrs and 
encompassed the last 6 duty stations including the Gurke.  It was really gratifying 
helping my fellow shipmates all those years.

Text40:Carney,  Herman  J

Ca F

Nickname Rate SK3 Division

Spouse Marilee Hometown Hayward, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1970 Years To 1972

Civilian Occupation Communications Contractor-Self Employed

Special Hobbies Music

Favorite Memory Meeting the greatest shipmates, firing runs off Vietnam, group rap sessions on the 
fantail, mining hipong harbor, living in Yokosuka, Japan.  Remembering the time Dunlap
painted the supply dept safe, lock numbers and all

Worst Memory Meeting Chief Lynn for the first time and being marched directly to the ships barber 
shop.  Chief Lynn was real Navy.  God bless him.  Port and starboard watches in 
Vietnam.  Hearing that Willie died in Bangkok. Very good lad.  The EM  club slot 
machines, took all my money.

Children 1 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Carter,  Robert  T

Ch F

Nickname Tireless Tom Rate FT3 Division Gunnery

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Frederick, OK

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Avionics

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Shore leave in Yokosuka

Worst Memory Being asleep and missing the Gurke going to sea

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Cheatum,  Thomas  G



Ch F

Nickname Chris Rate RD2 Division O

Spouse Bette Hometown Waterloo, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Supervisor, John Deere Tractor Works

Special Hobbies Golf, Fishing, Traveling

Favorite Memory I think it was all of the great people I met.  Also, there was a lot of growing up to do by 
all of us that was made easier when the Korean's shot back.  I also remember the Exec 
asking if I wanted to ship over..for another 4 years.

Worst Memory The food they always said they prepared food that we were used to eating from other 
parts of the country.  We travel a lot, I never did find a part of the country that served 
beans (that the mess cooks couldn't shake off the spoon) and corn bread 3 mornings a 
week, for breakfast.  One other thing was sea gull drum sticks for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

Children 6 Grandchildren 7     GG3

Special Comments

Text40:Christiansen,  Earl  

Co F

Nickname Rate LCDR Division XO

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Tahlequah, OK

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1971 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Computer Systems Analyst

Special Hobbies Hiking, Traveling, Golf

Favorite Memory Ship combat operations off Vietnam 1971-73

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Cooper,  George  T



Co F

Nickname Vince Rate GM2 Division Gunnery

Spouse Wanda Hometown Stockton, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Construction Mgmt

Special Hobbies Fishing, Boating, Photography, and Coin Collecting

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 8   GG8

Special Comments I was able to meet Rick Wertz (CO's Yeoman "1952-54, who lives less than 5 miles 
from me thru a telecom with Jimmie Jones.  I invited him to our VFW Christmas party 
and told the "mall World Story".  It had been 57 years since we last met.  I left the 
GURKE in Jan 1954-Completion of a Kitty Cruise.
A second small world story.  I was Project Mgr for a Frank Moolin and Asso's in 
Anchorage.  I received a bill from a Anthorpolist for work on the North Slope.  He 
claimed $35.00 an hour (19840>  His contract was for $32.00 per hour.  He was in 
Fairbanks, and I called him and told him of the problem. He said "Opps" could I 
correct the bill and I said sure.  He said he was going to Barrow on next Monday and 
as I was already scheduled to them I said I'll save you a seat.  Wein Airlines had 2 
flights to Barrow both originating in Anchorage and stopping in Fairbanks.  I asked 
him how I would know him and he said he had a "Burgie" red stocking cap, I told him 
I'd be wearing my Frank Moolin ball cap.  Cool.
We stopped at Fairbanks and he got on board, the 737 was now full.  We spotted each 
other and he sat down.  We took off for Barrow and started shooting the breeze.  He 
after he got out of the Navy attended UW and got his Doctor's Degree from the Univ 
of Alaska.  I said what did you do in the Navy?  He replied "I was aboard a destroyer"  
I said "Oh which one?" and he said "The Gurke" and I replied "DD 783" and he said. 
"You know the Gurke?" I said I was a Gunners Mate and left her in Jan 1954.  He 
came on board in early 1954 as a Fire Control man and we were in the same tier of 
bunks.  We talked of several of our mutual shipmates.
Some story eh?  Well here is the worst part-I can't recall his name.  Any of y you 
shipmates know who I'm talking about.  He was working out of the University of 
Alaska and could now be retired and in his 70's, I'm 76.
Wills that’s it I have 2 more small world stories, but the Gurke is not in them.  Fair 
Winds and Smooth sailing.  
On the real time world-We had a full moon on Dec 2, 2009 and we'll have a Blue 
Moon (The 2nd full moon in the same month) on Dec 31-New Years Eve!!You'll have 
to look way back to see a Blue Moon on New Years Eve.

Text40:Cortese,  Vincent  L

Co F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division OPS

Spouse Melody Hometown Pampa, TX

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1960 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Engineering Project Developer

Special Hobbies Travel

Favorite Memory WestPac Cruise of 1961

Worst Memory Deck watch in port in San Diego

Children 4 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Cox,  Larry  G



Cr F

Nickname Dave Rate SOG3 Division Fox

Spouse Payson Hometown Kalispell, MT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1958 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Retired Real Estate land developer

Special Hobbies Golf, Racing cars, Playing Senior Softball

Favorite Memory Going up the river to Saigon on the Gurke

Worst Memory Typhoon in Formosa Straits

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments Like to say Hi to all and hope to hear form old shipmates.

Text40:Crowell,  David  L

Da F

Nickname Rate IC3 Division R

Spouse Karen Hometown Defiance, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1964 Years To 1966

Civilian Occupation Police Officer

Special Hobbies Photography, Fishing, Motorcycle riding

Favorite Memory Station ship in Hong Kong, Christmas of 1964.  Trip to  Zambonanga, Philippines in 
1966 and all the stars out at night way out in the ocean.

Worst Memory Seasick for a week between Pearl Harbor and Yokosuka, Japan

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments Would like to contact with anyone from Oct 1964 to Nov 1966 era.

Text40:Daleen,  Gaylord  R

Da F

Nickname Si Rate FC2 Division Fire Control

Spouse Barbara Hometown Shawano

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1949 Years To 1952

Civilian Occupation Paper Mill Foreman

Special Hobbies Reading, Camping

Favorite Memory 20th Birthday at Pearl Harbor

Worst Memory Inchon Invasion

Children 3 Grandchildren 11      GG4

Special Comments

Text40:Darling,  Norman  S



De F

Nickname Rate ET3 Division OE

Spouse Cindy Hometown Alhambra, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1963-10 Years To 1965-10

Civilian Occupation Sales Engineer

Special Hobbies Tennis, Fishing

Favorite Memory Station ship in Hong Kong for 3 weeks, Dec 1964

Worst Memory 6 weeks of underway training, June 1964

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Dell,  Bill  

Ell F

Nickname Rate SH3 Division SUP

Spouse Norma Hometown Springfield, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Motel Management

Special Hobbies Fishing, Golf, Working with Boy Scouts

Favorite Memory First night aboard, arriving there in the middle of the night.  So many, such a great crew.

Worst Memory Arriving in the coast of Korea and all that ice.  Still have shivers.

Children 2 Grandchildren 2     GG2

Special Comments I feel that it was an honor to serve with the crewmates while I was aboard the Gurke.  
What a ship!!!

Text40:Ellingsworth,  Bill  J

Ell F

Nickname Rate EN2 Division A

Spouse Sue Hometown Columbus Junction, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Information Processing

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Visiting different parts of the world and serving with a great bunch of shipmates

Worst Memory None were really that bad

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Text40:Elliott,  Larry  R



Ell F

Nickname Ed Rate RD2 Division Oper

Spouse Jeanette Hometown Council Bluffs, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Teacher, Coach, School Administration

Special Hobbies Wood Working and Gardening

Favorite Memory Going over to the front lines with Lt Kuncus.  While up there, the Marines had me lean 
over to see where the enemy was located and we got a round of shells sent our way.  
Marines thought it was funny and asked me to do it again. I declined their generous offer.

Worst Memory The 52 degree roll the ship took while steaming off the coast of Formosa (Tiwain).

Children 3 Grandchildren 6    GG1

Special Comments In 2000 a crewmember learned about the reunion from the VFW magazine and called 
the phone number listed.  Shorty & Helen Heslop called us about attending the 
Arizona Reunion, but we were in the middle of a move from IA to NE so could not 
attend.  However we started attending in 2001 at San Antonio.  Except for a car wreck 
& surgery, we have attended all reunions since.  I have served as VP for 3 terms and 
President for 4 terms.

Text40:Ellis,  Edward  S

E F

Nickname Emo Rate SO2-E-5 Division U

Spouse Marylou Hometown Newman, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1956

Civilian Occupation Registered Nurse

Special Hobbies I collect  & shoot old used military weapons (Rifles, pistols, blades).

Favorite Memory None

Worst Memory None

Children 6 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments I reenlisted in the USAF about two weeks after I got out of the Navy.  I also have an 
honorable discharge from the USAF.

Text40:Emerson,  Crague  H

Ev F

Nickname Lenny Rate GMG3 Division Weapons

Spouse Linda Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1971

Civilian Occupation Mailman

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing,  Archery

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments I would like to know the names of the rivers in Vietnam we went up during our West 
Pac tours, and if anyone else is having symptoms of agent orange.  I know we went up 
2 or 3 while I was on board.

Text40:Evans,  Leonard  M



Ev F

Nickname Bob Rate RDSN Division O

Spouse Hometown Cincinnati, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1953 Years To 1956

Civilian Occupation Courier

Special Hobbies US Navy Memorabilia

Favorite Memory Every moment I served on the Gurke were my favorites

Worst Memory When I left the Gurke with five months left to serve, to await honorable discharge

Children 6 Grandchildren 12     GG4

Special Comments While on board the Gurke, I served a short time as the ship's mailman, and each and 
every mail call was special.  I saw happiness and hidden tears alike, for those that got 
mail, and despair for those that received nothing.  I usually became a friend to those 
that seemed left out, and sometimes would share my mail, papers from home, and 
magazines, trying to get their spirits up.  I saw a lot of good in the crew of the USS 
GURKE, and they rewarded me with so many memorable moments.

Text40:Evans,  Robert  J

Fa F

Nickname Rate YN2 Division OC

Spouse Sherry Hometown Palo Alto, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1961-04 Years To 1962-07

Civilian Occupation Admin Mgr for Paul Masson Winery & Vineyards

Special Hobbies Golf and Travel

Favorite Memory Kangaroo Mascot

Worst Memory Trying to sleep in 100 degree and quarters

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments Hope life has been as good to you as it has been to me.

Text40:Fancher,  Larry  D

Fis F

Nickname Fish Rate E-4 Division W D

Spouse Barbara Hometown Norfolk, NE

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1966 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Playing Music

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 9 Grandchildren 14

Special Comments

Text40:Fischer,  David   L 



Fla F

Nickname Wedge Rate GM3 Division GUN

Spouse Hometown Fairfax, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951-03 Years To 1954-09

Civilian Occupation Teacher & Coach in High School & College

Special Hobbies Football and Basketball at all levels

Favorite Memory Going swimming in the middle of the Pacific Ocean

Worst Memory Missing ship in the Philippines

Children 5 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Flanagan,  Richard  R

Fo F

Nickname Rate RM3 Division OC

Spouse Marilynn Hometown Overland Park, KS

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation 38 years in the Printing Industry (Retired)

Special Hobbies None

Favorite Memory The first time we visited Hong Kong

Worst Memory Going to North Korea after the capture of the USS PUEBLO.

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Ford,  David  K

Fri F J

Nickname Rate CDR Division SUP

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Miles City, MT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation McDonald's Restaurants

Special Hobbies Flying, Skiing

Favorite Memory Meeting my future wife

Worst Memory Discovering I was over-Issue on food

Children 4 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments

Text40:Frisbie,  James  H



Ga F

Nickname Rate MM2 Division Eng/M

Spouse Jeanne Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1974 Years To 1975

Civilian Occupation Engineer

Special Hobbies Piano playing, War games

Favorite Memory Winning race going into San Francisco

Worst Memory Evaporator problems

Children 3 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Galster,  David  

Ga F

Nickname Bob Rate BT3 Division B

Spouse Deceased Hometown Casper, WY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1945 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Welder/Mechanic

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory During Okinawa typhoon

Worst Memory Had no bad memories

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Garner,  Roland  Robert

Ga F

Nickname Russ Rate CS3 Division S-2

Spouse Joyce Hometown Rutherfordton, NC

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955-04 Years To 1957-07

Civilian Occupation Deli Manager and Receiving Manager

Special Hobbies Duck & Deer Hunting, Fishing

Favorite Memory Serving with Davey Crockett (Ha! H!) Ensign Crockett

Worst Memory Messing up the Captain's Birthday cake

Children 2 Grandchildren 2       GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Garner,  Russell  E



Ga F

Nickname Rate F1C Division ENG

Spouse Jane Hometown Putney, VT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1946 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Elec Engineer

Special Hobbies Fishing, Photography, Hunting, Flying

Favorite Memory I came aboard on 1-12-46 in Buckner Bay, Okinawa.  This was to be my ride home to 
the states.  I left her on 7/2/46 in San Diego

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 14    GG15

Special Comments Dale Strine SK2/c was a very close friend of mine.  I miss him very much

Text40:Gassett,  Norman  L

Ga F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg)/LT Division Gunnery

Spouse Dottie Hometown Hoquiam, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1956 Years To 1958

Civilian Occupation Upon retirement USN I worked for City of Houston Health Public Works Depts 
retiring in 8/87

Special Hobbies It was traveling, but have slowed down

Favorite Memory Visiting Sydney, Australia 1956-57

Worst Memory Leaving Sydney, Australia

Children 7 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments We will not be attending the reunion.

Text40:Gauvin,  Albert  L

Ge F

Nickname Rate Division

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown

Ship (Sister of Henry Gurke) Years From Years To

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments I am 86 years old.  If he had lived, my brother, Henry would be 84.  I would like to 
come to this reunion if possible.  Elsie

Text40:Geiger,  Elsie  



Gi F J

Nickname Lee Rate MMC Division M

Spouse Pauline Hometown Cathlamet, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1948 Years To 1952

Civilian Occupation Foundry Worker

Special Hobbies Gardening, Yard Work, Camping

Favorite Memory First trip to Japan

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Gisselberg,  Joel  L

Gn F

Nickname Rate FTGSN Division WE

Spouse Linda Hometown Ridgefield Park, NJ

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1965-05 Years To 1967-05

Civilian Occupation Banking

Special Hobbies Fixing the house and doing gardening to keep the grounds

Favorite Memory The memories of the friendship that were made.  The Westpac Cruise

Worst Memory The food on Westpac

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Gnecco,  Barry  T

Go F

Nickname Rate MM3 Division M-Ebg

Spouse Warlita Hometown Baldwin, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1969 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Mail Handler, US Postal Service

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Golemme,  Edward  F



Go F P

Nickname Rate FA Division B

Spouse Mary Lou Hometown Long Beach, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1963 Years To 1963

Civilian Occupation Sales Representative

Special Hobbies lying, Sailing, Fishing, Hunting, Model Railroading

Favorite Memory First ship out of boot, into FRAM 1

Worst Memory Personal troubles in Seattle and Bremerton

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments When I reported aboard there was a BTC on the quarterdeck who saw I was an 
undesignated striker.  He asked me what I wanted to do and I said "IC".  He said he 
would get me in the morning and show me the IC room.  We got underway and he 
gave me a set of sound powered phones.  I think I was in the after fire room for 2 or 3 
days before I found out that was not an IC room.  4 Years later, I got out of the fire 
rooms and Navy.

Text40:Goudsmit,  Paul  M



Gr F

Nickname Gunner Rate GMG3 Division GMG3

Spouse Alicia Hometown Harrisburg, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1974 Years To 1975

Civilian Occupation Civil Service-DON-Retired 1999

Special Hobbies Pistol shooting, Fishing and Computing

Favorite Memory Liberty call.  The times we pulled into Subic Bay!!! Best liberty in the WestPac in my 
view.

Worst Memory I had $982 STOLEN from my footlocker!!! which was every penny I had to my name at 
the time.  When I re-enlisted for my guaranteed orders to NAVMAG Subic, my lat night 
aboard the Gurke in Yokosuka my LPO and a few of the other "Gun Gang" mates had 
taken me out on the town for one last blast!  Obviously, many people knew I was leaving 
and also knew that I had taken out ALL my pay I had saved up that I had been carrying 
on the books- I'm sure you remember how fast "the scuttlebutt" could spread aboard.  I 
took it out the day before  left because the next morning I was leaving very early and 
didn't want to hang around trying to get something out of the DK's that early in the 
morning.  I put the cash in my footlocker as I didn't want to be carrying that much money 
out in town that night.  BIG, BIG MISTAKE on my part! I hope the low-life who stole it 
have had nothing but bad luck their entire miserable life!  I remember what I said to the 
guys in the "Gun Gang" the morning I left the ship.  I said " In a crazy sort of way, I'm 
lucky. Why, because I was leaving and you all still had to live with the low life SOB that 
did this to me!"  My last and parting words were-"Always keep your eyes open and have 
someone watching your back Mates"!  The XO had NIS come aboard, but the thief or 
thieves were never caught to my knowledge nor was I ever reimbursed in any way shape, 
or form. I'm not saying it was someone in the "Gun Gang", but it had to be someone who 
was in our berthing area and we had more than just the "Gun Gang" back aft in that area.  
It was an absolute terrible way to end a tour that I had really enjoyed up to that point, as 
the Gurke was the best "Tin-Can" I served aboard.  It's a bad memory that I will never 
forget.

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments After 30+ years, I've had the pleasure of keeping in touch with my LPO from the 
Gurke (then GMG1 Richard "Scotty" Scott).  He stopped by our home and spent a few 
days with us while on his way to another reunion he was having in Kentucky a few 
years ago.  I really enjoyed seeing him and we stay in contact via e-mail and an 
occasional phone call.  Other than that, I'd like to see any of the crew that I served with

Text40:Gross,  Michael  W

Gu F

Nickname Donnie Rate BT3 Division Engr

Spouse Hometown Baton Rouge, LA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1970 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Law Enforcement

Special Hobbies Fishing, Coin Collecting

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory The last time I left the ship

Children 2 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Guerin,  Don  R



Ha F

Nickname Rate FT3 Division Fox

Spouse Dixie Hometown Chehalis, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1958 Years To 1959

Civilian Occupation BSEE, Design Div BR. Mgr Dept of Navy

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Building Custom Fishing Rods

Favorite Memory Cruises to South America to meet and escort newly built USS Ranger CV61 to Alameda, 
and WESPAC cruise where got a chance to see other cultures on both cruises.  Getting to 
go in the  Captain's Gig to small Islands of the Marianas to take them supplies, Pettycab 
racing in Formosa.

Worst Memory Being a new Shellback with a very sore and totally purple butt from crossing the equator 
in 1958 on the way to Chile and the typhoon between Midway and Yokosuka that put us 
into dry dock in Yokosuka, although that got us out of Plane Guarding, which was a 
good thing.

Children 4 Grandchildren 4   GG2

Special Comments I really liked my time in the Navy especially on the GURKE.  It transitioned me from a 
High School kid who joined at age 17 to being ready to tackle College.  University of 
Washington class of '65.  I owe a great debt to the Navy and thus I worked for them 
until my retirement in 1997.  One of many funny things was seeing fellow FT LONG 
who got a very large dish pan from the cooks.  He had some serious Boils on his rear 
and had to sit in this pan full of water and Epsom salts while the ship was underway 
sliding around on the steel deck in our Birthing compartment just forward of after 
steering.

Text40:Hansen,  Kerry  D

Ha F

Nickname Harky Rate RD3 Division Operations

Spouse Dagni Hometown Walla Walla, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959-06 Years To 1961-03

Civilian Occupation Executive with Honeywell, Inc

Special Hobbies Drag Racing, Golf, Horses

Favorite Memory Fun times during liberty

Worst Memory Confined CIC and 4 Hrs on and 4 Hrs off while on Carrier duty

Children 4 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Harkema,  Kenneth  

Ha F

Nickname Doc Rate CPhM Division Medical

Spouse Joyce Hometown Hastings, NB

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1945 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Retired MD

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Changing ships via Boson's chair

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 18       GG5

Special Comments

Text40:Haskin,  Clifford  J



Ha F

Nickname Dave Rate Lt (jg) Division Supply

Spouse Joy Hometown Constantia, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Finance

Special Hobbies Reading, Wood Working, Investments

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Hawk,  David  F

Ha F J

Nickname Rate PNC (E-7) Division X

Spouse Hometown Phoenix, AZ

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1975 Years To 1976

Civilian Occupation Administrative/Personnel

Special Hobbies Wood Working

Favorite Memory Port visit to Otaru, Japan and visits in the Western Pacific

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments

Text40:Hays,  Jerry  R

He F

Nickname Rate MM2 Division Eng

Spouse Barbara Hometown Brunswick, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1958 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Supervisor

Special Hobbies Photography, Model Railroading, Old Cars

Favorite Memory Being on deck when at sea in warm weather

Worst Memory Storm going to Japan, taking 30 to 45 degree rolls.  Trying to eat on the mess deck 
during the storm or storms.

Children 6 Grandchildren 14    GG5

Special Comments

Text40:Heinly,  Harry  



He F

Nickname Bear Rate MM2 Division M

Spouse Hometown Jackson, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Superintendant, Construction Mgmt

Special Hobbies Snow sking, golf

Favorite Memory All the good and some bad tiems with my shipmates on shore time

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments I would like to see all the members install their e-mail address on their profiles.

Text40:Helman,  William  R

He F

Nickname Rate SO3 Division O

Spouse Helen Hometown Eagle Grove, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1949 Years To 1952

Civilian Occupation Over the road truck driver

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 0 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Heslop,  Wilbur  H

He F

Nickname Rate Fireman Division Engineering

Spouse Jo Ann Hometown Winston Salem, NC

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1953

Civilian Occupation Truck Driver (Retired)

Special Hobbies Hunting, Ocean Fishing, Gardening, Traveling, Grandchildren

Favorite Memory Traveling the world

Worst Memory Shell in ship's after stack in Korea

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Hester,  Herman  A



Hi F F

Nickname Rate RM1 Division O

Spouse Helen P. Hometown Denver, CO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1954-09 Years To 1956-05

Civilian Occupation Insurance Agent

Special Hobbies Ham Radio, CW Operator (Call Sign) N3RSD Extra Class

Favorite Memory All good

Worst Memory None to speak of

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Hickam,  Frank  

Hi F J

Nickname Rate MM3 Division M

Spouse Joan Hometown Pontotoc, MS

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955 Years To 1957

Civilian Occupation US Government

Special Hobbies Hunting and Gardening

Favorite Memory To many to mention

Worst Memory To many to mention

Children 2 Grandchildren 3       GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Higgins,  J C  

Hi F

Nickname Rate SM3 Division O

Spouse Judy Hometown Chattanooga, TN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1960 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Retired-Reynolds Metals Co

Special Hobbies Hunting and Fishing

Favorite Memory Crossing equator

Worst Memory Dominic I & Dominic II

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Hinton,  Kenneth  J



Ho F I

Nickname Rate WT3 Division Steam Eng

Spouse Nelda Hometown New Haven, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1944-10 Years To 1946-06

Civilian Occupation Farming and Truck Services

Special Hobbies Scouting, Tool & Die Maker, Hunting, Fishing, American Legion

Favorite Memory Going into Tokyo Bay at the end of the war

Worst Memory None

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Hoemann,  Ivo  J

Ho F

Nickname Bob Rate Ensign Division Oper/Radio

Spouse Jeanne Hometown Waterloo, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1953 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Stock Broker (Merrill Lynch, VP)

Special Hobbies Fishing

Favorite Memory Letter of commendation for arranging athlete events and 2 days fighting typhoon out of 
Hong Kong

Worst Memory Fighting typhoon out of Hong Kong

Children 3 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Holder,  Robert  W

Ho F

Nickname Eray Rate YN2 Division

Spouse Hometown Ford City, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1961 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Various

Special Hobbies Boats, Cars, Writing (published author) "Just Do It"

Favorite Memory Traveling

Worst Memory Rough weather

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments We most were just kids when we served, life has been excellent for me, with the usual 
ups/downs.

Text40:Honeycutt,  Edward  R



Hu F

Nickname Rate BT1/FN Division B

Spouse Shirley Hometown Council Bluffs, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Boiler operation and maintenance

Special Hobbies Fishing and hunting

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Hull,  Richard  L

Hu F

Nickname Johnie Rate MM3 Division E

Spouse Evelyn Hometown Los Angeles, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1944 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Field Service Rep, Douglas Aircraft

Special Hobbies Photography, Fishing

Favorite Memory Tokyo Bay and Okinawa

Worst Memory Captains Mast

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Hupp,  George  J

Ja F

Nickname Rate STG3 Division W/D

Spouse Tammy Hometown St Louis, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1974 Years To 1974

Civilian Occupation Warehouseman

Special Hobbies Audio recording/Engineering

Favorite Memory The trip to Australia and crossing the equator

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Jagels,  Gary  R



Jo F

Nickname Johnny Rate DK2 Division Supply

Spouse Phyllis Hometown Parkersburg, WV

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955 Years To 1956

Civilian Occupation Accountant

Special Hobbies Playing French Horn and Songwriting, Playing Keyboard

Favorite Memory Arriving in Pearl Harbor for the first time

Worst Memory 3 days in a typhoon

Children 4 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Johnson,  Ray  E

Jo F J

Nickname Jimmy Rate GM1 Division Gunnery

Spouse Sylvia Hometown Greeley, CO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Bell Telephone System

Special Hobbies Wood Working, Hunting

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Jones,  James (Jimmy)  R

Ka F

Nickname Rate EM3 Division E

Spouse Hometown Fairbault, MN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1972 Years To 1975

Civilian Occupation Computer repair

Special Hobbies Making hand rubbed Walnut Music Boxes

Favorite Memory Cruise to Australia

Worst Memory Switchboard fire Feb 1974

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Karp,  Charles  J



Ka F

Nickname Rate GMSN Division 1st

Spouse Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1958 Years To 1960

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies Northing Special

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Kaspar,  George  B

Ke F

Nickname Rate EM2 Division E

Spouse Kay Hometown New York, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1947-06 Years To 1951-11

Civilian Occupation Iron Worker

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory None

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Keenan,  Edward  



Ki F J

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division OPS

Spouse Alison Hometown Indianapolis, IN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1968 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation Chief Deputy Insurance Commissioner, Indiana Dept of Insurance

Special Hobbies Sailing, Porsche Club and BMW Club events

Favorite Memory While in Subic Bay during the 1969 WestPac deployment, one of the Gurke Chiefs got 
into a fight at one of the local night clubs in Olongapo.  The Chief hit the night club 
manager in the mouth and knocked out one or two of his teeth.  The Shore Patrol was 
called.  The SPs took the Chief into custody and placed him in the base brig for the 
night.  At the time I was a young 24 year old Ensign with the collateral duty of being the 
ship's legal officer.  (This meant that I had completed the two-week course on the 
UCMJ.)  Early, the morning after the fight,  CDR Bender, the XO, came to my stateroom 
to personally inform me of what had happened.  He ordered me to arrange for the release 
of the Chief into my custody and take him to the Olongapo Town Hall for arraignment.  
(He even authorized me to use the Ship's car and driver for this assignment, which I 
thought was pretty neat.)  during the trial, I acted as legal counsel for the Chief and pled 
his case before the judge.  Fortunately, there were no criminal charges; just the civil 
matter of the night club manager's personal injuries.   We were able to obtain a full and 
final release of damages--all for a payment of $50 to the night club manager.  The Chief 
and I walked out of the court room elated over the settlement.

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments Released from active duty on the Gurke during the fall of 1969 and returned to 
Indianapolis to join father in the family business, Kissling Agency, an independent 
insurance agency.  Also affiliated with the local Naval Reserve Center in Indianapolis.
In 1995, sold Kissling Agency and transitioned into fee-based Risk Management and 
Insurance Consulting.
In 2005, accepted, and continue to hold, the appointment by Indiana Governor Mitch 
Daniels to the position of Chief Deputy Insurance Commissioner of the Indiana Dept 
of Insurance.
In 2008 became a member of the Adjunct Faculty of the College of Business at Butler 
University teaching Risk Management and Insurance.

Text40:Kissling,  John  R

Kr F

Nickname Rate Division Ops Ofcr

Spouse Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955 Years To

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Kresin,  George  L



Ku F J

Nickname Rate Division Gunnery

Spouse Judith D. Hometown Naugatuck, CT

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Kuncas,  John  W

La F

Nickname Rate TM2 Division Fox

Spouse Diana Hometown Bluff City, TN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Fishing

Special Hobbies Bass Fishing

Favorite Memory 1961 WestPac Cruise

Worst Memory Having to pull the electrical cables in preparation for FRAM

Children 2 Grandchildren 1    GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Larkins,  Larry  

Le F

Nickname Rate BM3 Division 2nd

Spouse Kathryn Hometown Summerfield, LA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Quality Assurance Manager

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Liberty in Hong Kong, Japan and Hawaii

Worst Memory The cold weather in North Korea, eight hours on watch in the main battery and four 
hours off.  Preparing for the over seas readiness inspection before every trip over seas (3)

Children 6 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments I will always have fond memories of the best crew and ship in the Navy

Text40:Lee,  Bobby  B



Le F J

Nickname Rate ETN2 Division O

Spouse Sarie Hometown Eugene, OR

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1961 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation None

Special Hobbies Wood Working and Swimming

Favorite Memory Going to Australia aboard the Gurke

Worst Memory Crossing the equator, as my butt gets sore just thinking about it.

Children 3 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments I would like any of the old ET gang to contact me

Text40:Lewis,  Jim  M

Le F

Nickname Larry Rate FT3 Division G

Spouse Lois Hometown San Francisco, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951-10 Years To 1955-03

Civilian Occupation Lawyer

Special Hobbies Reading, Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Lewis,  Lawrence  

Lo F

Nickname Bob Rate MM2 Division M-Eng

Spouse Dorothy Hometown Hershey, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1950 Years To 1952

Civilian Occupation Retired from PA Dept of Prisons as Director of Operations

Special Hobbies At 81 years of age, nothing too exciting

Favorite Memory At sea-underway in a calm sea

Worst Memory Butt chewing I got for standing at quarters for entering port while wearing sun glasses 
and smoking a pipe!

Children 2 Grandchildren 4    GG2

Special Comments

Text40:Lorenz,  Robert  W



M F

Nickname Rate MM3 Division Eng

Spouse Paulette Hometown Ankeny

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1971 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Engineer

Special Hobbies Rock hounding in the desert...ther's gold in them tar hills!

Favorite Memory Liberty....top secret...eyes only!

Worst Memory Bangkok, when Willie Peterson fell off Liberty Launch and drowned.  You would get the
smell of fresh baked bread in the wee morning hours, and knew it wasn't going to be to 
long before Willie would be coming by with loaves of hot bread, butter, and jam.  He 
took care of us Snipes..sorely missed, but not forgotten.

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Marshall,  Claude  H

M F

Nickname Rate FT3 Division G

Spouse Martha Hometown Laurens, SC

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Supervisor, Laurens Glass

Special Hobbies Collecting old tools

Favorite Memory Friends

Worst Memory Typhoons

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Martin,  Dwight  N

M F

Nickname Rate MM3 Division Engineering

Spouse Kathleen Hometown Long Beach

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1972 Years To 1975

Civilian Occupation CPA

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:McAuliffe,  Kevin  



M F

Nickname Rate SN Division 1st

Spouse Bobbie Hometown Seattle, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1950 Years To 1951

Civilian Occupation Letter Carrier

Special Hobbies Fishing

Favorite Memory Inchon

Worst Memory Pusan

Children 5 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments

Text40:McFadden,  Richard (Dick)  L

M F

Nickname Rate FTG3 Division G

Spouse Hometown Fresno, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation Construction, Heavy earthmoving and paving

Special Hobbies Leather crafts

Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator

Worst Memory Crossing Equator

Children 1 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Melton,  Edmond   Lee

M F J

Nickname Shorty Rate ET3 Division Engineering

Spouse Frances Hometown Bloomsdale, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1948 Years To 1950

Civilian Occupation Engineer & Contractor

Special Hobbies Fishing & Hunting

Favorite Memory The Crew

Worst Memory No Bad ones

Children 2 Grandchildren 4     GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Metz,  James  A



M F

Nickname Chuck Rate MM3 Division Eng RM

Spouse Beverly Hometown Austin, MN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Stationary Engineer

Special Hobbies Wood Working

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 17

Special Comments

Text40:Morem,  Charles  W

M F

Nickname Rate SM3 Division

Spouse Carolyn Hometown Columbus, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1963 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation Lineman for Electric Co

Special Hobbies Golf, Golf, Golf and more Golf

Favorite Memory Pearl Harbor

Worst Memory Shake down cruise out of Seattle, WA

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Murphy,  Arthur  R

M F

Nickname Chief Rate Lt (jg) Division Engineering

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Denver, CO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1954 Years To 1956

Civilian Occupation University Professor (Retired)

Special Hobbies Old trains

Favorite Memory Serving as Chief Engineer and working with eighty skilled men

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Muth,  Wayne  A



Na F

Nickname Corky Rate Lt (jg) Division M&B

Spouse Phyllis Ann Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1957 Years To 1960

Civilian Occupation President of Nason Associates Inc

Special Hobbies Flying light airplanes, Snow Skiing, Tennis

Favorite Memory Visit to Australia in the fall of 1957

Worst Memory Knowing and serving under a certain officer.  He may be my worst nightmare in whole 
life.

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Nason,  Courtney (Corky)  H

Ne F

Nickname Rate FN Division E

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Binghamton, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1947-02 Years To 1978-07

Civilian Occupation Ordinance Supervisor, North Island Naval Air  Station San Diego, CA

Special Hobbies Hunting and Fishing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Nerz,  Carl  J

Ne F

Nickname Rate FP3 Division M

Spouse Shirley Hometown West Palm Beach, FL

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1954 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation Plumber

Special Hobbies Motorcycles

Favorite Memory The people I served with and waking to "Rock Around the Clock."

Worst Memory None

Children 5 Grandchildren 19

Special Comments

Text40:Newhart,  Otto  P



Ne F

Nickname Chuck Rate OSC Division Oper

Spouse Tina Hometown Clarklake, MI

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1975 Years To 1976

Civilian Occupation Restaurant/Bar Owner

Special Hobbies Travel, Sports

Favorite Memory Goodwill Ports of call on trip back to San Diego to Decommission ship.  Great time

Worst Memory Unrep

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Newman,  Charles  F

No F F

Nickname Rate RD2 Division OI

Spouse Judy Hometown Great Lakes Naval Station

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1957 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Singing Barbershop

Special Hobbies Wood Working

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 9    GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Noyes,  Frank  L

Ol F

Nickname Rate FTG2 Division G

Spouse Barbara Hometown Hopkins, MN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1963 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation Software Engineer

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Hong Kong-Dec 1964

Worst Memory Midshipmen Cruise

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Olson,  Terry  A



Ph F

Nickname Bill Rate ET3 Division OI

Spouse Lavoy Hometown Plainview, TX

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1963

Civilian Occupation Engineering Manager

Special Hobbies Harley Davidsons

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory First equator crossing.  But, I loved the rest of them

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Phipps,  William (Bill)  A

Pie F

Nickname Rate QM1 Division OPSC

Spouse Hometown Des Moines, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1969 Years To 1971

Civilian Occupation Graphic Artist

Special Hobbies Genealogy

Favorite Memory When SMSN Michael Theiss was high lined over to the USS Stoddert as "Miss Armed 
Forces Voter's Day".  He even kissed the Stoddert's Captain. This took place on the 1970 
Westpac Cruise.  A picture of him is in the cruise book

Worst Memory None that I can recall

Children 2 Grandchildren 5       3 GG

Special Comments Was very saddened to hear about the death of Chester R Elkins, who served aboard the 
Gurke in WD Div.  We kept in touch and visited each other frequently in Kansas City 
until his death in Oct 2004.

Text40:Pierce,  Duane  A

Po F

Nickname Wally Rate BT1 Division B

Spouse Irene Hometown St Cloud, MN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Maintenance

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Deck Hands, Spuds in Safety relief pipe

Worst Memory Forced draft blower, run backwards

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Post,  Waldemar  A



Po F

Nickname Rate S1/C Division O

Spouse Patricia Hometown St Louis, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1945-05 Years To 1946-06

Civilian Occupation Contractor

Special Hobbies He enjoyed boating, traveling, long walks with his dog and all the kids

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 7 Grandchildren 14

Special Comments

Text40:Powers,  Edward  

Ra F

Nickname Rate PO3 Division G

Spouse Mary Lu Hometown Glendale, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation Rent a Car Manager

Special Hobbies Golf, Deep Sea Fishing

Favorite Memory Hong Kong liberty

Worst Memory On liberty in San Francisco over slept and missed ship that went to sea for the day

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Rasor,  George  G

Re F S

Nickname Rate FTG3 Division G

Spouse Divorced Hometown Denver, CO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1959 Years To 1963

Civilian Occupation Electronic Sales Engineer

Special Hobbies Computers & Golf club maker

Favorite Memory Visiting five ports in Australia 26 April-16 May 1961

Worst Memory Shifting berths 5 times in one day in Subic in late July 1961 and catching pneumonia as a 
result

Children 1 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Reusser,  Sam  



Re F

Nickname Gordo Rate MM3 Division M

Spouse L.V. Hometown Phoenix, AZ

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1957 Years To 1960

Civilian Occupation Construction Superintendent

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Golf

Favorite Memory Sydney in '57 and station ship duty in Hong Kong

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Text40:Reynolds,  Gordon  L

Ri F

Nickname Hank Rate Lt Division Engr Dept

Spouse Ann Hometown Marion, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1962 Years To 1964

Civilian Occupation Civil Engineer

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Text40:Rinnert,  Henry  J

Ro F P

Nickname Rate STG-3 Division ASW, Fox

Spouse Carole Hometown Chesanging, MI

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1966 Years To 1966

Civilian Occupation Electronic Technician

Special Hobbies Reading, Travel

Favorite Memory My favorite part was the extensive travel, visiting places I would never have seen 
otherwise.

Worst Memory Sea sickness!  When I first joined the Navy, I got sick if I saw water between the ship 
and the pier.  I got over it, though and after a few months, rarely got seasick even in the 
roughest weather.

Children 5 Grandchildren 15

Special Comments

Text40:Ross,  Patrick  D



Ro F J

Nickname Gret Fox Rate MMCS Division M

Spouse JoAnn Hometown Neosho, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1966 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Power Plant Operator

Special Hobbies Pigeons, Hobby Farm (horses, cows, etc)

Favorite Memory The best crew ever

Worst Memory Leaving

Children 2 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments

Text40:Roszell,  John  W

Ro F

Nickname Rate MM2 Division E

Spouse Mary Hometown Silver Lake, IN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952-07 Years To 1955-12

Civilian Occupation Farmer

Special Hobbies Camping, Wood Working

Favorite Memory Had a Country Band

Worst Memory Serving under Commander Roseburg

Children 3 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments

Text40:Rowland,  Duane  M

Sa F

Nickname Don Rate FT3 Division Gunnery

Spouse Elizabeth Hometown Tacoma, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1953

Civilian Occupation Engineer on Space Programs for General Electric Co

Special Hobbies Boating and Fishing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Saar,  Donnie  R



Sa F

Nickname Sam Rate Lt (jg) Division COM

Spouse Mary Hometown Applegate, OR

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation High School Math Teacher

Special Hobbies Golf, Travel

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Sampson,  Gary  A

Sa F

Nickname Mike Rate PN3 Division Office

Spouse Mary Ann Hometown Dubuque, IA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1953-11 Years To 1955-05

Civilian Occupation Police Dept Sgt

Special Hobbies Taught piano for 31 years

Favorite Memory Traveling between the South Pacific Islands

Worst Memory Can't recall any

Children 4 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Sand,  Michael  W

Sc F F

Nickname Rate SH2 Division S

Spouse Hometown Tunica, MS

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952-07 Years To 1955-12

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies Horses

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Schuster,  Franklin  A



Sc F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division GUN

Spouse Mary Hometown Natchitoches, LA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1953-01 Years To 1955-10

Civilian Occupation Geophysical Analyst

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Scroggins,  Billy  O

Si F

Nickname Rate FC3 Division G

Spouse Hometown White Castle, LA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1948 Years To 1951

Civilian Occupation Bell South Electronic Tech

Special Hobbies Wood Working & Playing Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments

Text40:Simmers,  Billy  J

S F

Nickname Rate ATN-3 Division Weapons

Spouse Jill Hometown Peck, ID

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Employment Consultant

Special Hobbies Restore cars

Favorite Memory Going to Hong Kong

Worst Memory Storm on the way to North Korea

Children 5 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Smith,  Craig  M



S F

Nickname Red Rate LCDR Division ENG

Spouse Polly Hometown Erie, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation Ship repair Mgr

Special Hobbies Fly Fishing, Wood working

Favorite Memory They are all good.  I served with the best Officers and MEN in the entire Navy .

Worst Memory The night one of my Chiefs got captured by the local police in Olongopo

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Smith,  Lawrence  J

S F

Nickname Smitty Rate SN Division Op/Radio

Spouse Jewell Hometown Cypress, CA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1965 Years To 1967

Civilian Occupation Communications Supv, OC Sheriff

Special Hobbies Photography

Favorite Memory First visit to Hong Kong

Worst Memory Three days in a typhoon in Tonkin Gulf

Children 1 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Smith,  Ronald  D

Sn F

Nickname Rate CSSN Division Supply

Spouse Alice Hometown Phoenix, AZ

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1954

Civilian Occupation High School Teacher, Retired 1995

Special Hobbies Flying

Favorite Memory At sea in Japan and San Francisco

Worst Memory None really

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Snow,  Richard  H



Str F J

Nickname Rate RM2 Division OC

Spouse Vondell Hometown Montgomery, LA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1961 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Fishing

Favorite Memory Trip to Australia 1961.  Jim Parks & I ended up marrying girls from Sydney, both 
divorced a few years later.  Second marriage coming up on 39th anniversary.  Are you 
out there, Jimbo???

Worst Memory Becoming a shellback on trip down under!!

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Stroud,  Joe  R

Sw F

Nickname Tom Rate Lt (jg) Division Oper

Spouse Bobbie Hometown Hudson, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1954 Years To 1957

Civilian Occupation Business Executive

Special Hobbies Writing, Reading, Walking

Favorite Memory Sunrise and sunset on the 4-8 watches

Worst Memory None

Children 4 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Swanston,  Thomas  R

Sw F

Nickname Cal Rate LT Division Gunnery

Spouse Betty Hometown DeMotte, IN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1953-05 Years To 1956-05

Civilian Occupation H S Band Director, Retired

Special Hobbies Railroading

Favorite Memory Return to San Diego with the Gurke Band playing atop the Pilot House

Worst Memory Losing Task Force 77 in '53

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Swart,  Calvin  W



Sw F P

Nickname Phil Rate LtJG Division Nav

Spouse Andrea Hometown Schenectady, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1968 Years To 1971

Civilian Occupation Executive Management-Manufacturing

Special Hobbies Traveling, Gardening, Genealogy

Favorite Memory Port calls

Worst Memory Hitting a submerged log of Vancouver Island

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Text40:Sweet,  Phillip  R

Sz F

Nickname Ted Rate FTG2 Division WG

Spouse Fran Hometown Youngstown, OH

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Ford Motor Co-Skilled Trades Training Coordinator

Special Hobbies Golf and Fishing

Favorite Memory Liberty in Taiwan

Worst Memory Trips to Sea of Japan

Children 1 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Text40:Szenborn,  Theodore  M

Tit F J

Nickname Rate E4 Division OC

Spouse Kathy Hometown Seattle, WA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1965-07 Years To 1968-12

Civilian Occupation Upholsterer

Special Hobbies Photography, Rv'ing, Fishing, Painting

Favorite Memory Zamboanga, PI

Worst Memory Unrep  at sea, oil down the side

Children 4 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments I may not make the reunions, but all are on my mind almost daily.  Great memories!

Text40:Titchenal,  John  



To F

Nickname Rate PNC Division OC

Spouse Charlotte Hometown New York, NY

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1966 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Management Analyst-
Administrative Officer

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Being advanced to Chief Petty Officer  April 16, 1966

Worst Memory GURKE running aground in San Diego Harbor early 1966

Children 5 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Text40:Tortone,  Gene  

Tu F J

Nickname Tucker Rate SN Division 2nd

Spouse Barbara Hometown Houston, TX

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955-12 Years To 1957-10

Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Hunting & Fishing

Favorite Memory When we crossed the equator in 1956

Worst Memory Leaving the Gurke

Children 7 Grandchildren 14

Special Comments

Text40:Tucker,  James  H

Tu F J

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division WG

Spouse Christine Hometown Westminster, MD

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1971 Years To 1973

Civilian Occupation Financial Planning

Special Hobbies Scuba Diving, Dogs, Scotch

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Turner,  John  S



Va F

Nickname Rate Lt (jg) Division MC

Spouse Avanelle Dean Hometown Mooresville, IN

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1939 Years To 1951

Civilian Occupation Psychiatrist-Licensed in 5 states

Special Hobbies Owning horses, Owned 9 Tennessee Walkers at a time

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Text40:Van Den Bosch,  Wallace  Raymond

W F

Nickname Bill Rate EM2 Division Elec-Eng

Spouse Linda Hometown Ashdown, AR

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1955 Years To 1957

Civilian Occupation Computer Analyst

Special Hobbies Wood Working, Hunting

Favorite Memory First trip overseas.  It was very enlightening to a boy straight off the farm

Worst Memory Probably the storm we weathered when we were coming back from overseas

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Text40:Waddell,  William  O

W F

Nickname Rate FT2 Division Gunnery

Spouse Janet Hometown Kennett, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1951-03 Years To 1954-12

Civilian Occupation Southwestern Bell Telephone Co

Special Hobbies Ham Radio, Flying, Boating, Farming

Favorite Memory The Fire Control gang-Their character, dedication and commitment to the job.  Serving 
under Officer John Kuncas

Worst Memory None

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Text40:Walls,  Carroll  D



W F

Nickname Rate SN Division OPS

Spouse Hometown East Orange, NJ

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1975-03 Years To 1975-10

Civilian Occupation Supervisor for FedEx

Special Hobbies Creative Writing

Favorite Memory Chilling with the fellows on the fantail, and having a ball at all port of calls

Worst Memory Refueling to take the pee pee test and going through the hassle of liberty passes

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Text40:Warren,  Wilford  

W F

Nickname Rate BT3 Division B

Spouse Janet Hometown Hot Springs, SD

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1950 Years To 1953

Civilian Occupation Boiler Operator

Special Hobbies Silver Smithing

Favorite Memory Cooking ham and eggs in fwd fireroom after being at sea for a month or so.  There was 
always some ham and eggs missing from the work parties

Worst Memory On restriction there was a lot of it

Children 4 Grandchildren 10      GG14

Special Comments

Text40:Waugh,  Robert  E

W F J

Nickname Brownbagger Rate Lt (jg) Division OC

Spouse Terry Hometown Corry, PA

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1967 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Technical Director

Special Hobbies Sailing

Favorite Memory Hong Kong cruise around Victoria Island with Ralph, Joe, Bruce, etc

Worst Memory Formation Star in the SOJ, Jan 1968.  Cold!

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments Left active duty Dec 1970 as LT.  I wrote a novel about my time on GURKE, but 
changed names to protect the innocent and the guilty.  "Quicksilver a greyhound at 
sea" published Dec 2007, ISBN 0-7414-4059-8, www. Buybooksontheweb.com.

Text40:Wells,  Jack  L



W F

Nickname Rate MSSN Division Supply

Spouse Glenda Hometown San Clemente

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1974 Years To 1976

Civilian Occupation Cook

Special Hobbies Rock hunting, Making wind chimes

Favorite Memory Fan tail frolic shellback day

Worst Memory S.A.R.

Children 5 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Text40:Whinnery,  Marvin  R

W F

Nickname Rate Division DM SM

Spouse Deborah Hometown

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1952 Years To 1955

Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 8    GG1

Special Comments

Text40:Wonders,  Robert  E

Ze F J

Nickname Jack Rate JG Division Ops/OE/OC

Spouse Karen Hometown St Peters, MO

Ship USS GURKE (DD-783) Years From 1966 Years To 1967

Civilian Occupation Program Manager with Boeing

Special Hobbies History, Reading

Favorite Memory Surviving an encounter with a berserk Dash helicopter.

Worst Memory Standing JOOD bridge watch with a lookout and a bucket in a storm.

Children 6 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments

Text40:Zerr,  John  J


