USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) CREWMEMBER PROFILES.

(File is currently 26 pages long) Updated 9/17/09
Allen, Russell J
Nickname Rate IC3 Division Eng

Spouse Marjory

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)
Civilian Occupation Factory Work
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3

Special Comments

Hometown Crestline, OH

Years From 1966 Years To 1968

Grandchildren 2

Ames, Leslie

Nickname

Spouse Karen

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)
Civilian Occupation Engineer
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5

Special Comments

Rate STG3

Hometown Americus, KS

Years From 1962

Division

Years To 1963

Grandchildren 6

Ammons, James C

Nickname

Spouse Telisa

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)
Civilian Occupation 1995

Special Hobbies Juvenile Therapist
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3

Special Comments

Rate E3

Hometown Jacksonville, RL

Division

Years From Years To 1993

Grandchildren



Atwood, Henry C

Nickname Hank Rate LCDR Division CO
Spouse Shirley Hometown Wellfleet, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1967-01 Years To 1968-07

Civilian Occupation Shipyard executive/Phased Maintenance Manager (Now retired)
Special Hobbies Traveling

Favorite Memory 4th of July, 1967 in Aalborg, Denmark, hosting Walter Cronkite
Worst Memory  None are bad at this point

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Bagley, Hollis C

Nickname Bags Rate BTI1 Division Engineering/BT
Spouse Jill Hometown Searsport, ME
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963-12 Years To 1969-10

Civilian Occupation Sales Engineer

Special Hobbies  Church, Grandchildren, Snowmobiling, Kayaking
Favorite Memory Shipmates, Especially the snipes

Worst Memory  North Atlantic Sea

Children 3 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments Hope everyone is healthy and happy! God Bless

Baker, Bill

Nickname Rate BT3 Division Eng
Spouse Nancy Hometown Allensville, AL
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1961 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation A/C Tech

Special Hobbies Hunting

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments



Barnes, Thomas L

Nickname Tom Rate Ens Division Weapons
Spouse Bernadette Hometown Slippery Rock, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1962 Years To 1963

Civilian Occupation College Dean
Special Hobbies  Athletics

Favorite Memory Sports Competition. Willis was championship in touch football, basketball & softball. I
was Athletic Officer

Worst Memory  Certain LCDR
Children 6 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Barrett, Bruce B

Nickname Rate Ens/Lt (jg) Division Supply
Spouse Carol Hometown Albuquerque, NM
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1960-11 Years To 1962-07

Civilian Occupation Parts Sales in the Automotive Industry
Special Hobbies Wood Working, Reading

Favorite Memory The People associated with

Worst Memory  Departing for reassignment

Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Beaver, Harold L

Nickname Beav Rate RDI Division Oper
Spouse Gloria M. Hometown Chattanooga, TN
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Teaching (Special Education)
Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Watching Lester come alongside John Willis with their beat up band playing and asking
RD3 Burk to go below to keep him from laughing in Allen Slaff's face. (Allen was CO
of Lester and he thought the world of this band.)

Worst Memory  Dealing on a daily basis with the first Operations Officer.
Children 2 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments



Blankenship, Jr, Wiley T

Nickname Rate HMC Division Oper
Spouse Julie Hometown Haines City, FL
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1960-09 Years To 1961-10

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies Gardening, Travel

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory | have none

Children 5 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments

Brohel, John B

Nickname Jake Rate FTGSN Division Fox
Spouse Maureen Hometown Amesbury, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1958 Years To 1959

Civilian Occupation Supervisor

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory Being part of a unit of good people

Worst Memory  None

Children 5 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments Looking forward to seeing shipmates from my time on board.

Brown, Gary R

Nickname Brownie Rate PO 2/c Division E
Spouse Hometown
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1970 Years To 1972

Civilian Occupation Pipe Welder
Special Hobbies  Fishing
Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator when I was already a golden shellback

Worst Memory  Off Cape Hatteras on the way home from Unitas !!, we were taking 47 degree lists-40 ft
swells

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments



Browning, John

Nickname Rate ENS/Lt (jg)
Spouse Susan Hometown Paris, TX
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1964-07

Civilian Occupation Executive at a Food Company

Special Hobbies  Garden, History, Grandchildren, Fishing
Favorite Memory Unitas Cruises in '64 & '65

Worst Memory  Maybe when we towed the Van Voorhis
Children 5 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Division Ops

Years To 1966-03

Browning, John S

Nickname Rate LT

Spouse Susan Hometown Paris, TX

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS & USS HARTLEY Years From 1964
Civilian Occupation Executive in a food company

Special Hobbies History, Yard & Garden, Fishing

Favorite Memory Change of command for Capt Berry in Norway

Worst Memory  The fire. Trying to make enough water with evaporators
Children 5 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Division Eng/Comm

Years To 1968

Capon, J. Anthony

Nickname Tony Rate Lt(jg)
Spouse Kathy Hometown Ledyard, CT
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1969-11

Civilian Occupation College Professor
Special Hobbies Running, Gardening, Refereeing High School football

Favorite Memory The ship and I got decommissioned the same day

Division Weps

Years To 1972-07

UNITAS--it was great experience and we had lots of good times in port.

Worst Memory  GITMO--no wonder they lock the Taliban up there!
Children 2 Grandchildren

Special Comments



Carson, James R

Nickname Rate E-5 Division

Spouse Christina Hometown Camden, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963 Years To 1967

Civilian Occupation Logistics Management

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Unitas cruises to South America. "Hand grenade Charles" Ships Captain Charles
Plumley

Worst Memory  Cold North Atlantic ASW Operations; GQ Drills

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Cocke, Edgar M

Nickname Max Rate LCDR Division CO
Spouse Martha Hometown Ripley, TN
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1960-05 Years To 1962-05

Civilian Occupation Estate & Finance Planning (CLU)
Special Hobbies Travel, Rotary International, Past Governor
Favorite Memory Task Group Alpha assignment with VDS and individual 4 months to Norway.

Worst Memory  Having to de-ice 3 times on return from Norway. Being hit by a big wave in Bermuda
Triangle on Space Recovery

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Cruickshank, James S

Nickname Jim Rate Lt(jg) Division 1st/DASH
Spouse Patricia Hometown Needham, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1969 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Business Executive

Special Hobbies Jogging, Fishing, Golf

Favorite Memory Air Tracking and Designation exercise during Refresher Training (GITMO, 1970)
Worst Memory  First day at sea on the Willis, March 1969

Children 3 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments



Cunningham, James H

Nickname Jim Rate LT Division OPS
Spouse Loretta Hometown Westbrook, ME
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1961 Years To 1963

Civilian Occupation Electrical Engineer, Engineering Manager Special Defense Systems
Special Hobbies  Sailing, Skiing, Travel

Favorite Memory Good Will Trip to Norway, 1962. The Norwegians were great hosts
Worst Memory  Going to sea in 3 Hurricanes

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Dixon, Louis W

Nickname Buddy Rate RD2 Division Oper
Spouse Annemaire (Deceased Hometown Alexandria, VA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957-02 Years To 1958-058

Civilian Occupation Criminal Justice
Special Hobbies Wood Carving
Favorite Memory Cruise to Kiel, Germany

Worst Memory  Forced to write up one of my friends for refusing to carry out an order from the
Operations Officer

Children 2 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Duerr, John W

Nickname Smokey Rate BT2 Division M
Spouse Esther Hometown Blossvale, NY
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1961 Years To 1966

Civilian Occupation Plumber, Steam Fitter, Part time Boiler Man
Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, and Grandkids

Favorite Memory All the ports & the friends [ made

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments



Ferenchick, Richard J

Nickname Rick Rate Lt(jg) Division Deck
Spouse Janice Hometown Port Carbon, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation VP Sales & Marketing Industrial Distb
Special Hobbies Red Sox, Patriots, Celtics, Jack Springer Spaniel

Favorite Memory The loss of a DASH drone helo after it flew into a fog bank never to be seen again.
Almost landed on Polish fishing trawler

Worst Memory  Getting called to the bridge upon entering port after several enlisted made Frisbees out of
whitehats and tossed on the pier as their final adios

Children 3 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments Labor day weekend, Janice & I attended my 40th class reunion at the Naval Academy.
Spend lot of time with our grandchildren Jennifer 5 1/2 & Dominic 3. Three grown
children. Carla Umass High School Math Teacher, Sara Catholic U-wine salesperson,
Michelle Villanava-occupational therapist school system.

Frazier, Thomas L

Nickname Tom Rate Lt (jg) Division Weapons
Spouse Babette Hometown Ft Huron, MI
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968 Years To 1971

Civilian Occupation Local Gov't-Dept Manager
Special Hobbies Reading, Golfing, Travel
Favorite Memory Unitas Cruise

Worst Memory  Having to tell the Captain the Sonar was down as we were ready to embark with other
ships on ASW exercises

Children 2 Grandchildren 3
Special Comments

Gagnon, Clement F

Nickname Sonny Rate PC2 Division Oper
Spouse Rochell Hometown Berlin, NH
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1958-09 Years To 1962-06

Civilian Occupation President/CEO, Owner National Company doing bank Marketing
Special Hobbies  Skiing, Fishing, Hunting, Sightseeing

Favorite Memory When we did a people to people cruise to Norway, England.

Worst Memory  Cuban Missile Crisis

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments



Gallagher, Charles

Nickname Chuck Rate CS3 Division Supply

Spouse Hometown Grenloch, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1969-11 Years To 1970-05
Civilian Occupation Construction

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Kicking the Officers from my chow line

Worst Memory  Gitmo

Children 0 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Garrison, Mark

Nickname Rate Lt Division Weapons

Spouse Edie Hometown Ridgewood, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1967-04 Years To 1970-06
Civilian Occupation Banker/Management Consultant/Financial Advisor

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory First deployment to Northern Europe

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Gondak, David J

Nickname Dave Rate LT (jg) Division DCA/T

Spouse Nancy Hometown Fairless Hills, Pa

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968-12 Years To 1970-06
Civilian Occupation Public School Teacher-High School Chemistry, General Science

Special Hobbies Travel, Skiing, Golf, Community volunteer

Favorite Memory Living in Newport, RI

Worst Memory  Searching for our own lost helicopter in a North Atlantic Storm

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments



Gundak, David J

Nickname Dave Rate Lt Division CSA/R

Spouse Nancy Hometown Fairless Hills, PA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968 Years To 1970
Civilian Occupation High School Chemestry Teacher, President of Stte Teachers Union

Special Hobbies Travel, Camping, Skiing

Favorite Memory Great Crew and Officers

Worst Memory  First day at sea in N Atlantic

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Hammock, Charles R

Nickname Rate YN3 Division OPS
Spouse Virginia Hometown Louisville, KY

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1959 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation High school NJROTC instructor

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Lifelong friendships

Worst Memory  The perfect storm during NATO North Atlantic ops-squadron limped into Plymouth,
England for repairs.

Children 6 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments

Harrod, Dennis L

Nickname Rate PO3 Division
Spouse Sandra Hometown Lima, OH
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1965 Years To 1967

Civilian Occupation Sales

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Achieving Petty Officer 3rd Class

Worst Memory  Crossing the Equator, the shell back ceremonies
Children 3 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments



Harter, Lloyd E

Nickname Bud Rate SFP3 Division

Spouse Doris Hometown Pittsburgh, PA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1959 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Truck Driver (15 Yrs) Gas Station Mgr (18 yrs)

Special Hobbies = Wood Working, Guitar, Cooking

Favorite Memory The friends I made and places we visited

Worst Memory  During General Quarters, I walked near the rear gun mount and it fired. My ears were
ringing for days.

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Harvey, Kenneth P

Nickname Ken Rate EMCM Division E
Spouse Betty Hometown Binghamton, NY
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1965 Years To 1968

Civilian Occupation Manager Facilities Engineering

Special Hobbies Travel, Reading

Favorite Memory Crew Members, Unitas V

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Hill, Alan C

Nickname Rate Lt Division Weapons

Spouse Hometown Norristown, PA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963 Years To 1965
Civilian Occupation Naval Aircraft Logistician (USN)

Special Hobbies Traveling, Photography

Favorite Memory Unitas Cruise and Topsail New York

Worst Memory  Totally inebriated in St Croix on pier while Roommate ignored me.

Children 3 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments Thanks to all on JOHN WILLIS and the Squadron for one of the fun times in my life.



Hobbs, Mike E

Nickname Rate MM2 Division Engr

Spouse Doreen Hometown Los Alamos, NM

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1967 Years To 1969
Civilian Occupation Operations Mgr

Special Hobbies PC's & Internet

Favorite Memory Teamwork

Worst Memory  Mediterranean Duty. Much to hot and not enough rest with 4 on 4 off for week.!!
Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

House, Donald R

Nickname Rate RM2/RM1 Division Comm
Spouse Wilhelmina Hometown Sayre, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1965-06 Years To 1968-06

Civilian Occupation District Mgr Field Service, Memorex/Telex Computer Co
Special Hobbies  Golf, Travel

Favorite Memory UNITAS VI trip 1965

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Houteghen, Victor J

Nickname Rate SN BM Division 1st

Spouse None Hometown Harper Woods, MI

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1956 Years To 1958-11
Civilian Occupation Medical Laboratory Scientist -Rev & PhD Counselor

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory All the good friends and people on the WILLIS

Worst Memory  Don't think I had any bad memories

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments [ would like to hear from anyone who served on the JOHN WILLIS DE-1027 from
1956-58



Kearney, Peter R

Nickname Pete Rate YN3 Division OPS

Spouse Carol Hometown FErie, PA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1959 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Executive Trucking Company

Special Hobbies  Sports

Favorite Memory Everyday shipboard adventures

Worst Memory  Sea sick, etc

Children 7 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments Looking back two good years of education

Keleher, John Allen

Nickname Rate LT Division

Spouse Nancy Hometown Lockport, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1965 Years To 1967
Civilian Occupation Director/Capital Budget School District

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Unitas Cruise

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Keleti, Steve

Nickname Rate LTIG Division Gun

Spouse Mary Ellen Hometown Jersey City, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Assistant Director, General Accounting Office
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Cruising the Med in '58 as part of Cat Brown's Six Fleet. Participating in the Battle of
Lebanon.

Worst Memory  Almost getting ran over by the carrier WASP.
Children 7 Grandchildren 11

Special Comments



Kienow, Dennis A

Nickname Denny

Spouse Judy
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)

Rate BT3 Division M
Hometown Aberdeen, SD
Years From 1962 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation Commercial Refrigeration & A/C

Special Hobbies Hunting, Four Wheeling, Gardening

Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2

Special Comments

Grandchildren 5

Kornield, George

Nickname

Spouse Carol

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)
Civilian Occupation Forest Ranger
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3

Special Comments

Rate BTFN Division
Hometown
Years From 1971 Years To 1972

Grandchildren 6

Lemieux, John M

Nickname

Spouse Linda
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)

Civilian Occupation Mechanical Engineer

Special Hobbies  Golf, Softball

Rate MM2 Division M
Hometown Cleveland, OH
Years From 1967 Years To 1969

Favorite Memory North Atlantic Cruise (Norway, Denmark)

Worst Memory 6 months steaming at 5 knots. No Liberty

Children 2

Special Comments

Grandchildren 0



Litza, Robert E

Nickname Bob Rate SK2 Division Supply

Spouse Patricia Hometown Milwaukee, WI

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1958 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Estimator for North American Van Lines
Special Hobbies Bowling, Travel and Reading

Favorite Memory Got married while on the ship and all the fellow shipmates that came to the house. We
had good times and I was happy to provide a taste of home to the guys.

Worst Memory  Had to catch the ship in Rhodes, Greece, took almost a month to catch her. Had to fly
from Brooklyn to North Carolina, to Algiers, to Naples, and finally to Rhodes, but the
plane caught on fire and burned up my sea bag. Also had caught the bed bug at the hotel
the Navy put me in at Naples.

Children 3 Grandchildren 5 GGl

Special Comments

Litza, Robert E

Nickname Bob Rate SK2/SKC Division Supply

Spouse Pat Hometown Milwaukee, WI

Ship JOHN WILLIS & VAN VOORHIS Years From 1958-1961-Jo Years To 1968-1970-
Civilian Occupation Retired
Special Hobbies Bowling, travel, reading

Favorite Memory I served on both the John Willis and Van Voorhis. I celebrated my honeymoon in the
Med during the Lebanon crisis. But what impressed me the most I arrived on the ship
after putting my wife in a motel and left the car on the pier. The ship got under way for
eight weeks and they wouldn't let me off to warn my wife. Thank God for the Gunners
mate Red, who told his wife to take care of my wife. She took my wife and car to their
home, which I was very relieved

Worst Memory  Forgetting to order toilet paper on a four month cruise
Children 4 Grandchildren 5 GGl

Special Comments ['ve been to five reunions, Norfolk 01, Charleston 02, Warwick 04, Jacksonville 05,
and veterans cruise out of Jacksonville 07. I have really enjoyed everyone.

Lloyd, Dale A

Nickname Rate SFP2 Division R
Spouse Hometown Toledo, OH
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963 Years To 1966

Civilian Occupation Factory Worker

Special Hobbies Hunting duck and deer, Fishing, Golf and Traveling
Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator the second time

Worst Memory  Crossing the equator the first time

Children 2 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments



MacDonell, Allan C

Nickname Mac Rate DC2/DC3 Division Engr

Spouse Bonnie Hometown FElmira, NY

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS & USS DEALEY Years From 1962 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Professional Fire Fighter/EMT (32 Yrs) Retired (Local 709)

Special Hobbies Building and Remodeling

Favorite Memory Cuban Crisis

Worst Memory  The Cold of North Atlantic Sailing

Children 1 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments Live Healthy, Live Long

MacDonell, Allan C

Nickname Mac Rate E-4/E-5 Division Engr

Spouse Bonnie Hometown FElmira, NY

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1962 Years To 1963
Civilian Occupation Professional Fire Fighter/EMT ((32 Yrs Retired Local 709)

Special Hobbies Building and Remodeling

Favorite Memory Cuban Crisis

Worst Memory  The cold of North Atlantic Sailing

Children 1 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Martin, Ronald A

Nickname Rate SH3 Division Supply

Spouse Hometown Fall River, MA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1966 Years To 1968
Civilian Occupation Maintenance Foreman Dept. HUD

Special Hobbies Cooking, Watching sports

Favorite Memory North Atlantic Cruise

Worst Memory  Can't think of one

Children 4 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments When I got out of the Navy I was out 7 years and joined the National Guard from
which I'm retired



Melnikoff, Stephen S

Nickname Rate Lt(jg) Division Supply
Spouse Hometown Washington, DC
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation Attorney
Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory Not having to stand watch (or even be in a watch section), either underway or in port
because "Pay", the Supply Officer, obviously was not capable of performing such
complex Line Officer tasks. So instead, greatly disappointed I spent those many
unassigned hours, days and weekends, either in my rack or office "downstairs"; or on
shore in Newport, Boston or Cape Cod.

Worst Memory  Once during training exercises off Newport, as the check-site observer for the 3 inch
mount, [ had to pull the safety switch while the mount was rotating into firing position
because the Mount Captain forgot to remove the tamping rod he just had used to clear
the jammed breech. The Captain and the Commodore, who had been watching the
Squadron's exercises from our bridge, immediately went below for some private
discussions.

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Miller, Gerald C

Nickname Jerry Rate RD2 Division
Spouse Monica Hometown Reading, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1961 Years To 1962

Civilian Occupation Purchasing Agent

Special Hobbies Music & Exercising

Favorite Memory Working with a great group in the Radar Dept
Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Milliken, Thomas T

Nickname Rate QMSN Division N

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Staten Island, NY

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1956 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation Federal Police/Fire Dispatcher

Special Hobbies  Fishing, Traveling

Favorite Memory VDS Operator

Worst Memory  Catching up with ship in Venice, Italy

Children 3 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments



Moore, Bruce

Nickname Rate BTFN Division
Spouse Sandra Hometown Pottstown, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1968-12 Years To 1969-09

Civilian Occupation Oil Pipeline Construction, maintenance
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory All of my memories are my favorites

Worst Memory  While refueling north of the equator, the hose came out of the trunk and into the
ventilation system

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Morgiewicz, Daniel J

Nickname Rate Division
Spouse Margaret Ann Hometown
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From Years To

Civilian Occupation High School Administrator

Special Hobbies Researching Naval History and writing articles for publication
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3-1Dec Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Nelson, Robert L

Nickname Nellie Rate BM2 Division st
Spouse Dorothy Hometown Omaha, NE
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From Plank Owner Years To

Civilian Occupation I am Retired, but after retiring from the Navy, I was a Deputy Sheriff for 23 Yrs in
Orange Co, Florida. Retired from that in January of 2003. Now I'm working part
time with the Sheriff's Office.

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Wasn't aboard long enough, but the Commissioning period was OK. Kind of hectic
Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren

Special Comments



O'Connor, Peter E

Nickname Pete Rate Lt(jg) Division ASW
Spouse Maureen Hometown Philadelphia, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1965 Years To 1967

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Unitas VI (1965)-Being highlined at the equator
Worst Memory  Overhaul-Boston 1966

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

O'Keefe, William J

Nickname Bill Rate Lt(jg) Division
Spouse Patricia Hometown Drexel Hill, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1956 Years To 1958

Civilian Occupation Professor
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Bridge watches. Particularly midwatch. Cruise to Holland and Germany. Newport social
life. Shakedown at GITMO was a barrel of laughs too!
Mentoring from Chief Bonn, Chief Fielder and Chief Lehane.
Help conning the ship from BOSN Fannon.

Worst Memory  Losing power when the only on-line boiler had a hot spot and shut down, causing the
ship to lie to in the North Atlantic in winter. A lot of yelling took place.

Children 4 Grandchildren 8
Special Comments

Pero, John E

Nickname Jack Rate SK2 Division

Spouse Catherine M. Hometown Little Falls, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1966 Years To 1969
Civilian Occupation Tour & Charter Department

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments



Peterson, Harlan R

Nickname Pete Rate MM3 Division M
Spouse Sharon Hometown Red Wing, MN
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1966-06 Years To 1968-09

Civilian Occupation Fork Lift Operator

Special Hobbies Wood Work

Favorite Memory Port of Calls

Worst Memory  Cuba

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Rafus, Gerald E

Nickname Jerry Rate ET3 Division OPS
Spouse Hometown Wayland, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1958 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Service Dispatcher

Special Hobbies Hand Gun Shooting, Coin Collections, X-Tournament Pool
Favorite Memory To many to list. Just great times!

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments

Rankin, Charles D

Nickname Chuck Rate Lt (jg) Division R/Eng

Spouse Marian Hometown Atlantic City, NJ

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1970 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Management

Special Hobbies Old homes

Favorite Memory Missile test off the Azores

Worst Memory  XO Perkins on thelM calling me to the bridge for one of two problems: Bad-Emergency
turbine generator did not start REALLY BAD-during unrep if the movies were not ready
to transfer.

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments



Ray, Martin A

Nickname Marty Rate E-4 Division M

Spouse Divorced Hometown Wilmington, VT

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Machine Tech.

Special Hobbies Hunting, Riding ATVs, Working around my house

Favorite Memory The sunsets and the sunrises.

Worst Memory I don't remember.

Children 3 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Rodgers, John

Nickname Rate DK2 Division Supply
Spouse Florence Hometown Hartford, CT
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1960 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Human Resources Spec
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory I had so many great memories in my 24 years in the Navy that it would be very hard to
pick which was the best

Worst Memory I never had a ship or shore duty station that I didn't like
Children 3 Grandchildren 12

Special Comments I really would like to attend a John Willis reunion, however, it always seems to
conflict with other reunions that I attend. As a matter a fact, I will be attending two
other ship's reunions in Sept 2006.

Russo, Gennaro

Nickname Jerry Rate BT Division
Spouse Elizabeth Hometown The Bronx
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957-02 Years To 1958-11

Civilian Occupation Sales & Publishing

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory The crew

Worst Memory  None

Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments



Shade, Donald L

Nickname Don Rate MM3/2 Division M

Spouse Sharron Hometown FErie, PA

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1962 Years To 1963
Civilian Occupation Field Engineer

Special Hobbies  Shooting, Working with kids

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Smith, Richard A

Nickname Smitty Rate BT3 Division M-Engineering

Spouse Marie Hometown Endwell, NY

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Law enforcement-Deputy Sheriff

Special Hobbies Travel, Gardening

Favorite Memory Going to foreign ports, liberty guys in my division, Serving on the John Willis
Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Soltis, Richard A

Nickname Keys Rate SK3 Division S-1

Spouse Barbara Hometown Conneaut, OH

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1959 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation General Foreman Construction

Special Hobbies Hunting, Golf, Bowling

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments



Stanek, Jim

Nickname Rate MM3 Division Engr
Spouse Hometown Cliffside Park, NJ
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1967 Years To 1969

Civilian Occupation Textile Manufacturing (Self Employed)
Special Hobbies Boating

Favorite Memory Norway

Worst Memory  Getting sea sick

Children 2 Grandchildren

Special Comments

Stanwood, Leslie G

Nickname Doc Rate HMI1 Division Ops
Spouse Kathy Hometown Belfast, ME
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1971 Years To 1972

Civilian Occupation Various-Medical Tech, Truck Driver, Maint Sup, Painting Contractor, Club Manager
Special Hobbies Sea Kayaking, Canoeing, Reading Laurel & Hardy

Favorite Memory They were mostly all good

Worst Memory  Decommissioning of the Willis

Children 4 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments

Stone, Richard D

Nickname Rate QM3 Division
Spouse Mary Hometown Somerset, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1969 Years To 1972

Civilian Occupation College professor

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory Some of the Unitas Cruise (1970) ports, especially Rio de Janeiro
Worst Memory  Two Captain's Masts

Children 0 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments



Terrell, Auther L

Nickname

Spouse Jeanette

Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)
Civilian Occupation Airline Agent
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 1

Special Comments

Rate RD?2

Hometown Sugartown, IA

Division

Years From 1958 Years To 1959

Grandchildren 3

Thorne, Richard A

Nickname Dick

Spouse Muriel
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)

Civilian Occupation Teacher

Special Hobbies  Sailing, Natural Sciences

Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2

Special Comments

Rate QM3
Hometown Chicago, IL

Years From 1960-02

Division Oper

Years To 1961-02

Grandchildren 2

Tyler, Harold A

Nickname Buddy

Spouse Patricia
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027)

Rate MMFN
Hometown Whitestone, NY

Division Eng

Years From 1968 Years To 1970

Civilian Occupation Television News Cameraman

Special Hobbies = Gardening, Collecting, Travel

Favorite Memory Gitmo Trials
Worst Memory
Children 0

Special Comments

Grandchildren



Valentine, Charles L

Nickname Chuck Rate DC3 Division Repair
Spouse Alice Hometown Wilmington, OH
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1958-02 Years To 1961-07

Civilian Occupation MA Port Authority Police 22 1/2 years
Special Hobbies Collecting Coins and Baseball (style) hats
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory  While on a cruise in a convoy, the WILLIS went dead in the water. At the same time the
convoy made a port (left) turn leaving the Willis

Children 8 Grandchildren 19

Special Comments

Voishnis, George J

Nickname Rate MMI Division A
Spouse Alvina Hometown Somerville, MA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1957 Years To 1959

Civilian Occupation Authorized Inserv Nuke Inspector

Special Hobbies Travel, Wood Working, Gardening

Favorite Memory Reading the Ships for Commissioning (plank owner)

Worst Memory  When we lost both boilers in the North Atlantic on the way back from Holland
Children 4 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments Plankowner

White, Richard A

Nickname Ritchie Rate E2 Division Deck
Spouse Lucille Hometown
Ship USS John Willis Years From 1959 Years To 1961

Civilian Occupation Painter

Special Hobbies Las Vegas & Atlantic City, and Coin Collecting

Favorite Memory Just hanging out in foreign countries with my buddies on liberty
Worst Memory  Crossing the North Sea in a storm

Children 1 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments I'd like to meet up with some of my old buddies.



Wilson, Geoffrey

Nickname Rate RD2 Division Oper
Spouse Hometown Cleveland, OH
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963-01 Years To 1966-05

Civilian Occupation Police Officer, Niles, Illinois

Special Hobbies  Fishing

Favorite Memory Two Cruises around South America looking for Russian Subs in North Atlantic
Worst Memory  Mess Cooking

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Wise, Elldee

Nickname Rate SNGM Division Fox
Spouse Christine Hometown Gloverville, SC
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1963 Years To 1965

Civilian Occupation Paper Maker. Retired 1999

Special Hobbies Fishing, Camping, Hunting

Favorite Memory Going around South America-Unitas V 1964
Worst Memory  Cold weather in Rhode Island

Children 3 Grandchildren 3
Special Comments

Young, Rev. Tim W

Nickname Rate ETN3 Division Oper
Spouse Linda Hometown Emmaus, PA
Ship USS JOHN WILLIS (DE-1027) Years From 1966-06 Years To 1968-06

Civilian Occupation Presbyterian Minister
Special Hobbies  Golf, Computers, Reading
Favorite Memory The Two "North Atlantic" Parts of two Med-NA Cruises

Worst Memory  Getting caught in a storm off Cape Hatteras when operating with the America or a black
eye from a fist fight at a Ship's Party

Children 2 Grandchildren

Special Comments



