
USS LESTER (DE-1022) CREWMEMBER PROFILES.
 (File is currently 31 pages long)                                                Updated 7/30/09

Ak F J

Nickname Doc Rate SN/HN Division OI

Spouse Hometown Midfield, AL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1970-07 Years To 1971-08
Civilian Occupation Industrial Hygiene Technician for the Alabama Air National Guard in Birmingham, 

Al.
Special Hobbies Raising money for selected charities, cooking, traveling.
Favorite Memory Port calls to other countries
Worst Memory The storm we went through in the spring of 1971
Children 0 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Akers,  John  S

Ak F

Nickname Rate E-4 Division

Spouse Pamela Hometown

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1966 Years To 1967
Civilian Occupation ATP test Technician
Special Hobbies North Atlantic and Med cruise
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 3 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Akins,  Louis  E

Ar F

Nickname Rate ETR2 Division O

Spouse Kathleen Hometown Millbury, MA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1962
Civilian Occupation Engineer, Raytheon Co.
Special Hobbies Fishing, hunting, small gauge live steam railroading
Favorite Memory Warm Caribbean evenings at sea, South American Cruise.
Worst Memory Approaching Newport in winter months, sometimes over and under the sea, frequent 

water rationing, traveling by Cuba and through the blockade at the height of the crisis.
Children 3 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments Enjoyed serving under LCDR Reid Stringfellow's command.  Great moral and friendly 

crew.

Text40:Arsenault,  Marc  J



Ba F

Nickname Bails Rate BT3 Division M

Spouse Susan-Deceased Hometown Canton, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1958
Civilian Occupation Customer Service Local Gas Co
Special Hobbies Travel
Favorite Memory Saving 2 men from a sunken ship
Worst Memory None
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Bailey,  Glenn  E

Ba F

Nickname Rate GMG3 Division

Spouse Hometown Austell, GA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969 Years To 1971
Civilian Occupation Heavy equipment mechanic
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Bartlett,  William  E

Bil F

Nickname Rate LT Division XO

Spouse Janet Hometown Arlington, VA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1964 Years To 1966
Civilian Occupation Professor, Dean of School of Business
Special Hobbies Sons of the American Revolution, Golf, Reading, Travel
Favorite Memory All my memories of the Lester tour were positive
Worst Memory Probably ASW training in the dead of winter off the coast of Maine
Children 2 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Biles,  George  Emery



Bil F

Nickname Rate OS2 Division OI

Spouse Eileen Hometown Rehrersburg, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1970 Years To 1973
Civilian Occupation General Mechanic
Special Hobbies Wood Working and Camping
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Billman,  Brian  B

Bo F

Nickname Carl Rate SK1/SKC&Ensign Division Supply

Spouse Carole Hometown Woburn, MA

Ship USS CROMWELL/LESTER Years From 1954-09/1956 Years To 1959-06/196
Civilian Occupation Supervisor of Testing- Inc
Special Hobbies Reading, Gardening
Favorite Memory Cromwell's visit to Scotland
Worst Memory No bad memories
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Boutwell,  Carleton  W

Bo F

Nickname Ed Rate RD3 Division O

Spouse Mary Hometown White Plains, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Retired from Walt Disney World Merchandising
Special Hobbies Music, Movies, Theme Parks
Favorite Memory A standout memory was the USS LESTER participating in the rescue efforts of the 

Italian Freighter "Bonitas" off Cape Hatteras in Feb 1958.
Worst Memory
Children 5 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Bowes,  Edward  T



Br F

Nickname Mike/Broph Rate BT3 Division B

Spouse Barbara Hometown Stony Point, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Maintenance Manager US Postal Service
Special Hobbies Cover Collecting  (Ships), Working on the Intrepid & the USS SLATER DE-766, 

American Legion
Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator
Worst Memory Looking for that sub around Cuba, the oil spill the day before I was returning home.
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments Thanks for the memories.  You are a Great Bunch of Guys!

Text40:Brophy,  Michael  E

Br F J

Nickname Tony Rate SMSN Division

Spouse Pat Hometown Covington, KY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1962 Years To 1963
Civilian Occupation Railroad Locomotive Engineer
Special Hobbies Fishing
Favorite Memory Just cruising the Caribbean
Worst Memory No bad memories (Maybe a few hangovers)
Children 5 Grandchildren 8
Special Comments

Text40:Brosky,  Joseph  

Bu F

Nickname Buck Rate EM2 Division R

Spouse Donna Hometown Mercer, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Electrician
Special Hobbies Hunting
Favorite Memory Friends made while on board
Worst Memory Getting sea sick
Children 1 Grandchildren 3
Special Comments

Text40:Buchanan,  William  L



Bu F

Nickname Rate ST1 Division Fox

Spouse Janet Hometown Springfield, MO

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Utility Construction Inspection
Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 4 Grandchildren 11      GG3
Special Comments

Text40:Buckley,  Clarence  C

Bu F

Nickname Charlie Rate MM3 Division A-Engineering

Spouse Hometown Virginia Beach, VA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1972-11 Years To 1973-11
Civilian Occupation Master Police Officer (Retired) City of VA Beach
Special Hobbies Member of "Tin Can Sailors, Inc', US Submarine Veterans, Inc and (Assoc Member) of 

US Sub Vets of WWII, Frontal Order of Police, Knights of Columbus
Favorite Memory Standing throttle watch underway.  Enjoyed Naples and traveling "the Med".  Summer in 

Med & Rome
Worst Memory 6th Fleet canceling our Cruise to Tunisia and Greece.  Also the tender dropping the 

load!  But also, winter storm off Crete, January 1973!!
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Bush,  Charles  L

Ca F J

Nickname Jerry Rate SK3 Division

Spouse Alice Hometown Lyndhurst, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969 Years To 1971
Civilian Occupation Sourcing Navy Electric Motor parts
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Bermuda Trip
Worst Memory Hurricane
Children 2 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Cannella,  Jerome  



Co F

Nickname Rate FTG2 Division Fox

Spouse Camille Hometown West Islip, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1972 Years To 1974
Civilian Occupation CPA
Special Hobbies All Sports
Favorite Memory Foreign ports.  People I met
Worst Memory The watches and being away from home
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Condon,  Douglas  

Co F

Nickname Rate QM1 Division OC

Spouse Geri Hometown Freeport, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1967 Years To 1968
Civilian Occupation Building Manager
Special Hobbies Boating, Fishing and Golf
Favorite Memory Shooting stars
Worst Memory Quarter deck watches at night in winter in Newport, RI
Children 4 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Conning,  Bruce  G

Co F

Nickname Rate SN Division Deck, Ship's Office

Spouse Cheryl Hometown Bricktown, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1972 Years To 1974
Civilian Occupation Navy Defense Contractor, Manpower Analyst, Budget Analyst
Special Hobbies Antique Furniture
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 5 Grandchildren 9
Special Comments

Text40:Connolly,  Thomas  L



Cr F

Nickname Rate E-4 Division

Spouse Hometown Pontiac, MI

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969-01 Years To 1971-03
Civilian Occupation Retired GM/Saturn Plant
Special Hobbies R C Plane
Favorite Memory Homeport Naples
Worst Memory Bad storm while in Med, lost steering. Fire on board damage to ship store twice.
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Crawley,  Clarence  W

Cu F

Nickname Jerry Rate RM3 Division

Spouse Sharon Hometown East Haven, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1962 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Healthcare Executive - Retired
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Unitas III Cruise.  Spring Break visit to Ft Lauderdale 1964.
Worst Memory Cattle cars in Gitmo.  Assassination of Pres Kennedy.  Mess Deck duty.
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Text40:Cullen,  Gerald  

Da F J

Nickname Rate YN2 Division

Spouse Alyce Hometown Butler, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1960 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Financial Officer -Retired
Special Hobbies Golf, Wood Working, Reading
Favorite Memory Trip to Antigua, BWI
Worst Memory First day on board
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Daum,  Jim  



De F

Nickname Rate SN Division Supply

Spouse Irene Hometown Hornell, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Retired New York State Trooper
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Deebs,  Tom  

De F

Nickname Rate TM3 Division Gunnery

Spouse Roberta Hometown Marlborough, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959 PO
Civilian Occupation Carpenter/Tool, Die, Gage Maker
Special Hobbies Skiing, Boating, Lionel Trains
Favorite Memory Rescuing the two survivors from the Bonitas
Worst Memory Losing my class ring on Gitmo Bay liberty
Children 2 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments Looking forward to meeting all my "Liberty" buddies.  Hi, to all.  To be able to 

"Greet" all the Plank Owners.

Text40:DeGray,  Bruce  E

De F

Nickname Rate CO Division

Spouse Barbara Hometown Troy, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1963 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Systems Engineer
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Enjoyed all aspects of command and the fine group of officers and men serving on Lester
Worst Memory None
Children 3 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments Regret that I will not be able to attend this reunion. My best to all those attending. 

Regret that there were no officers from Lester attending the 2004 reunion.

Text40:DeMers USN (Ret),  William Capt  H



Dil F

Nickname Joe Rate BT2 Division B

Spouse Phyllis Hometown Wellsville, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958 Years To 1958
Civilian Occupation Contractor
Special Hobbies Flying & Shooting
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory Storm off coast of New England
Children 4 Grandchildren 8
Special Comments

Text40:Diloreto,  Peter  Joseph

Di F

Nickname Bob Rate EM1 Division E

Spouse Hometown Schenectady, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Nuclear Power Plant Trainer
Special Hobbies Fishing, Boating, and Gardening
Favorite Memory Home ported in Naples, Italy
Worst Memory None
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments Hi to Everyone that served in Naples.  We had a great time!!.

Text40:Dimonte,  Robert  

Du F

Nickname Hank Rate BT3 Division M

Spouse Irene Hometown New Bedford, MA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation Retired
Special Hobbies Golf
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Dube,  Henry  J



Du F

Nickname Rate E-2 Division Engineering (MM)

Spouse Marilyn Hometown Southampton, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1963 Years To 1963
Civilian Occupation Quality operations planner for Grumman
Special Hobbies Sag Harbor Volunteer Fire Dept
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Duchemin,  Emile  J

Du F

Nickname Rate DK-3 Division Supply

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Davenport, IA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1960-11 Years To 1962-08
Civilian Occupation Attorney
Special Hobbies Golf, Spectator Sports
Favorite Memory Going South for most of the 2 winters
Worst Memory None
Children 5 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Text40:Dugan,  Larry  E

Du F

Nickname Rate MM2 Division Engr

Spouse Cathrine Hometown Milford, MA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959-08
Civilian Occupation Mechanical Engineer
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 4 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments I was assigned to the USS LESTER on completion of MM Service School at the Great 

Lakes Naval Training Center.  I was part of the original commissioning crew.  The 
ship was commissioned in Charleston, SC.

Text40:Dunlap,  Raymond  R



Fo F

Nickname Rate SMSN Division O

Spouse Deborah Hometown Stratford, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1962 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Design Engineer for Southern New England Telephone Co.
Special Hobbies Vintage Autos, Golf, Darts & Computers
Favorite Memory UNITAS III Cruise
Worst Memory Assassination of JFK while on Quarterdeck Watch in Boston Naval Shipyard.
Children 2 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Fogarty,  Kenneth  E

Fo F

Nickname Oty Rate MM2 Division

Spouse Vicky Hometown Kalamazoo, MI

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation Machinist
Special Hobbies Fishing, Golf
Favorite Memory The Med
Worst Memory None
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Ford,  Otis  

Fr F

Nickname Murl Rate YN2/YN1 Division OS

Spouse Eloise Hometown Park River, ND

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1965-05 Years To 1965-11
Civilian Occupation Systems Analyst for Science, Engineering and Analysis and Mantech International
Special Hobbies Genealogy and Reading Novels
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory Being towed into port when the main Evap's failed
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Frovarp,  Murland  



Ga F

Nickname ki Rate E-3 Division 1st

Spouse Hometown Buffalo, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1964 Years To 1965
Civilian Occupation Letter Carrier
Special Hobbies Reading, Music and Movies
Favorite Memory When the Lester hit the oiler during refill
Worst Memory Leaving to go to another ship
Children 4 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Text40:Gajewski,  Gregory  K

Ga F J

Nickname Rate PC3 Division

Spouse Linda Hometown Haledon, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1962
Civilian Occupation Sales and marketing
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Unitas III cruise in the fall of 1962-circumnavigating South America with the USS 

Milinis (DD-944 and the Sub Picuta.  Crossing the equator and becoming a Shell Back
Worst Memory
Children 4 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments

Text40:Gallo,  Jerry  

Gi F

Nickname Hoot Rate SK1 Division Supply

Spouse Chong Hometown Grand Ridge, FL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1956-08 Years To 1958-05
Civilian Occupation Interior Decorator
Special Hobbies Pool (billiard)
Favorite Memory Having an imaginary dog follow me in the Red light district of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 

and bringing this imaginary dog back to the ship.
Worst Memory I have none.  It was a good experience
Children 5 Grandchildren 12       GG8
Special Comments

Text40:Gibson,  Robert  E



Gr F

Nickname Rate RM2 Division OC

Spouse Carmela Hometown Zerbe, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959-02 Years To 1959-07
Civilian Occupation Communications Equipment Operator
Special Hobbies Hunting, Baseball, Football, Trap Shooting, Physical Exercise, Grandchildren
Favorite Memory South American Cruise
Worst Memory None
Children 3 Grandchildren 3
Special Comments Although my tour on board was short, I enjoyed every minute of it.

Text40:Graeff,  Robert  

Ha F J

Nickname Jim Rate MM2 Division A

Spouse Diane Hometown Ada, OK

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation None
Special Hobbies None
Favorite Memory Aspired to be a Command Master Chief-1981-1984.  Served as Command Master Chief 

Petty officer aboard USS BAINBRIDGE CGN-25
Worst Memory Literally hated the Repair Officer on USS Cascade
Children 3 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Text40:Hampton,  James  T

Ha F

Nickname Rick Rate RD2 Division OI

Spouse Mary Hometown Jacksonville, FL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1970 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Sales
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Best not to write that down! #2 Best not to write that either!
Worst Memory No fresh water for 7 day crossing
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Hartley,  Richard  



Ha F

Nickname Ira Rate MM2 Division Engr

Spouse Gail Hometown Chicago, IL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1963-09 Years To 1967-03
Civilian Occupation Police Sergeant
Special Hobbies Motorcycle Riding-Mechanical Repair
Favorite Memory Overhauls at Charleston Navy Yard, Boston, MA
Worst Memory Being dead in the water while repair to boilers
Children 3 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Hayes,  Louis  P

He F

Nickname Rate BT2 Division Eng/B

Spouse Hometown Adrian, MI

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1962
Civilian Occupation Multicraft Mechanic
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Text40:Herring,  Billy  W

Ho F

Nickname Chuck Rate ETN2 Division

Spouse Rosie Hometown North Little Rock, AR

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971 Years To 1973
Civilian Occupation Office Machine Tech
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Visiting Corfu, Greece and Palma, Mallorca
Worst Memory
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Homan,  Charles  R



Ho F

Nickname Rate SH3 L Division

Spouse Nora Hometown Clairton, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1964-10 Years To 1965-01
Civilian Occupation Labor-jack of all trades
Special Hobbies Like to listen to the opera or play CD with opera voice
Favorite Memory Only served a short time
Worst Memory Get ready for inspection before going to sea
Children 4 Grandchildren 16
Special Comments

Text40:Hough, Sr,  David  A

Hu F J

Nickname Rate ETN3 Division OI

Spouse Gwen Hometown Macon, GA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1966 Years To 1968
Civilian Occupation Drove for a Courier Express Service
Special Hobbies Genealogy, NASCAR, Traveling, especially cruises
Favorite Memory Being high-lined from ship to ship to repair crypto gear
Worst Memory Do not really have any
Children 3 Grandchildren 7    GG4
Special Comments

Text40:Hudson,  John  M

Hy F

Nickname Ronnie Rate SH2 Division Supplies

Spouse Elaine Hometown Watertown, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1968-08 Years To 1970-01
Civilian Occupation Machine Operator
Special Hobbies Auto Racing, Hunting
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Hyde,  Ronald  G



Jac F J

Nickname Jake Rate GMGSN Division Fox

Spouse Marilyn Hometown Pottsville, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1960 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Professional Driver, Truck & Coach
Special Hobbies Fishing, Gun Shooting, Travel
Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator
Worst Memory Engines went dead in the waters and flooded forward magazine. Sat at sea for three days.
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Jacoby,  Jay  H

Jill F

Nickname Rick Rate Lt (jg) Division Oper

Spouse Christina Hometown Philadelphia, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation Retail Sales, Sls Mgr for Radio Shack, Colesberry Book Store
Special Hobbies I play bridge, often duplicate, and have approximately 170 master points.  I also teach 

bridge, most often to beginners.  I am tying to find a nearby model railroad club.
Favorite Memory We had many Junior Officers away at school, so the QM1 and the BM1 were filling in as 

JOOD's.  The QM1 was a salty old sailor and in a man overboard drill, he called in a 
course correction, telling the helmsman to "come left, 2 spokes!"

Worst Memory One time we were assigned to tie up stbd side to a nest on Pier 2.  The Captain put over a 
bow time with the ship at 45 degree angle, then backed the ship.  With a single screw  
LESTER backed to port increasing the angle to 90 degrees.  After going forward, we 
found ourselves crossing in front of outboard ship in nest requiring a mike boat to come 
and push our stern around so we could tie up!

Children 4 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Jillard,  William  

Jo F

Nickname Rate ST Division A/S

Spouse Hometown

Ship USS COURTNEY/ USS LESTER Years From 1965-1967 Years To 1967-1969
Civilian Occupation
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Jones,  Mason  B



Ka F

Nickname Ski Rate EM2 Division R

Spouse Elizabeth Hometown Worcester, MA

Ship COURTNEY, LESTER, J TAUSSIG Years From 1958-08 Years To 1962-08
Civilian Occupation Auto Sales (Retired 8/97)
Special Hobbies All outdoor sports
Favorite Memory Becoming a Shellback
Worst Memory Sea Sick
Children 2 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Kabachenski,  Michael  E

Kit F

Nickname Kiteh Rate MM3 Division M

Spouse Mazie Hometown Philadelphia, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958-04 Years To 1960-02
Civilian Occupation Sales Engineer
Special Hobbies Golf
Favorite Memory Crossing the Equator on South American Cruise
Worst Memory Eating hamburger four meals in a row because our Chief Commisaryman wanted an "E" 

for his division
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments I hope everyone who served with me has had a prosperous life since leaving the 

LESTER and the Navy.  God Bless those who have gone to a better life!

Text40:Kitchen,  Samuel  J



Kit F

Nickname Kitch Rate MM3 Division M

Spouse Edith Hometown Philadelphia, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1956 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Heating/Air Conditioning & Pipe Fitter Service Engineer with Steamfitters Local 

Union 420 UA
Special Hobbies Wood Working/Crafts, Furniture/Building/Home Repairs
Favorite Memory 1.  I became a Plank Owner when we put the Ship into Commission on 14 June 1957 in 

Charleston, SC.  2.  My Father and younger brother made an unannounced visit when we 
were in Newport, RI.  He wanted to see the Captain and the new ship.  My father was 
piped aboard the Ship, Commander Daniel Kitchen (USN Retired) and then they piped 
me to report to the Quarter Deck to join them with the Captain.  We also had dinner with 
the Captain.  Boy did I take a lot of B.S. and ribbing from everyone in the crew and my 
friends.  The Captain even added to the ribbing.  I was called a big brown noser and 
ABCA for awhile.  It was fun.  I had one thing on my side was they were jealous and I 
was proud as to how many of them had this opportunity.  I had a lot of fun with the 
experience.  Also my brother later came aboard as a member of the crew after he 
finished his Boot Camp.

Worst Memory 1. Our Executive Officer Lt. Commander Meeks, was transferred because of his 
advancement in rank.  While serving in his new assignment he was killed in an accident.  
2.  I was on the Throttles in the Engine Room, on Special Sea Detail, while we were 
coming in from one of our days of trail.  On our Shake Down Cruise in Guantanamo Bay 
Cuba, we stayed on a Back Down bell for a long time and run over a buoy.  It done a lot 
of damage to our Propeller which laid us up in a floating dry dock for a while in Cuba.  
Every worst memory was part of me enjoying my time on board the USS LESTER.

Children 2 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Kitchen,  Robert  

Kit F

Nickname Rate RM2 Division O

Spouse Hometown Torrington, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961 Years To 1963
Civilian Occupation Communications Tech
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory UNITAS III Cruise
Worst Memory
Children Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Kittle,  Steve  M



Kn F

Nickname Rate MM2 Division M

Spouse Joan Hometown Palmyra, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1967 Years To 1968
Civilian Occupation Taught Automotive Technology for 31 Yrs. Retired 6/01.  Will teach one Course at 

local College
Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Golf, Old Cars.  Finish building my new home!
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory Being told I could muster out on a weekend!
Children 1 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Knouse,  Kurt  G

Ko F

Nickname Rate SOG3 Division Fox

Spouse Genevieve Hometown Union, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1961-02 Years To 1963-01
Civilian Occupation Commercial Photography Studio Owner (17 Years)
Special Hobbies Gun Collecting, Ice Skating
Favorite Memory Making 3rd Class Petty Officer
Worst Memory
Children 1 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Kohn,  Robert  

La F

Nickname Rate RM2 Division Comm

Spouse Jo Lynn Hometown St. Petersburg, FL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Moving & storage
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory USS Lester
Worst Memory USS Lester
Children 0 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Lander,  Larry  C



La F

Nickname Rate OS3 Division

Spouse Juanita Hometown Red Bank, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1972 Years To 1974
Civilian Occupation Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Liberty in Palma, Barcelona, Ibiza, Corfu, Bizerti, Athens, Naples, Sicily
Worst Memory 46 degree roll in bad storm
Children 1 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Lawing,  Charles  A

La F

Nickname Rate SM3 Division Ops

Spouse Vickie Hometown Fairfield, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1962 Years To 1964
Civilian Occupation Contractor
Special Hobbies Golf, Horses
Favorite Memory UNITAS III
Worst Memory Winter parking lot watches in Newport
Children 2 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Lawton,  Bruce  

Le F

Nickname Snook Rate SHSN/SH3 Division S

Spouse Gladys Hometown Richmond, VA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1966-08 Years To 1967-12
Civilian Occupation Tractor Trailer Driver
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory North Atlantic
Worst Memory De-promotion
Children 5 Grandchildren 21
Special Comments

Text40:Lee,  William  G



Le F J

Nickname Joe Rate E-6 Division M

Spouse Heidi Hometown Pittsburgh, PA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1973 Years To 1973
Civilian Occupation Living
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Lepak,  Joseph  M

M F

Nickname Lou Rate SN BM3 BM2 Division Deck

Spouse Harriet Hometown

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1963 Years To 1967
Civilian Occupation Student (Retired)
Special Hobbies Fishing, Wood Working
Favorite Memory North Atlantic Cruise
Worst Memory None
Children 3 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments If in Florida Keys, feel free to stop and visit.  No invitation needed. I didn't find out 

about this Reunion until I received current issue of Shift Colors.  Unable to go to 
Reunion because of time frame involved.

Text40:Magazu,  Louis  A

M F

Nickname Mac Rate RD2 Division

Spouse Chris Hometown Pottsville, Pa

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Human Resources Manager USPS
Special Hobbies Walking, Irish Dancing, Watching the grass grow
Favorite Memory Visiting Scotland, seeing Ireland on our way to Scotland
Worst Memory North Atlantic hurricane
Children 3 Grandchildren 8
Special Comments

Text40:McKeon,  Dave  



M F J

Nickname Rate Lt (jg)) Division Engineering

Spouse Lee Hometown Barneveld, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1958
Civilian Occupation Nuclear Engineer
Special Hobbies Wood Carving
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Text40:Moore,  James  P

Nit F

Nickname Al Rate SM Division Fire Control

Spouse Donna Hometown Akron, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959 Years To 1961
Civilian Occupation Facilities Manager
Special Hobbies Reading, Genealogy, Music, Home repairs & remodeling
Favorite Memory When the USS LESTER had an open house for family and friends.  My wife and I 

climbed the mast to the crows nest.  It was just a short time and someone was screaming 
for us to come down.  I probably got a verbal reprimand, but I don't know for sure.

Worst Memory Sea sickness.  It usually took me several days to get my "sea legs".  I didn't eat for days.
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments I remember going to s motion picture operators school.  I was responsible for showing 

reel-to-reel movies each night to the officers.

Text40:Nitz,  Albert  W

No F

Nickname Rate SH3 Division Supply

Spouse Marion Hometown West Hartford, CT

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1968 Years To 1970
Civilian Occupation US Postal Service Clerk
Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Soccer
Favorite Memory Liberty call in Newport, RI and Bermuda
Worst Memory Captain's Mast, XO's Mast
Children 3 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Noonan,  George  F



Nu F

Nickname Rate FTG3 Division Fox

Spouse Christine Hometown Buffalo, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1962 Years To 1965
Civilian Occupation Eastern Regional Manager for API Delevan
Special Hobbies Gardening, Reading, Fishing
Favorite Memory South American Cruise
Worst Memory Re-fueling at sea (The lingering stench of fuel oil)
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Nugent,  Russell  

O' F

Nickname Tom Rate RD2 Division OP

Spouse Hometown Mamaroneck, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958-09 Years To 1962-05
Civilian Occupation Computer/Network Sales
Special Hobbies Golf and working on my home
Favorite Memory South American Cruise and Scotland visit
Worst Memory Being sea sick for the 1st 4 exercises of five days each.
Children 4 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:O'Donnell,  Thomas  

Os F

Nickname Ozzie Rate BT-2 Division B

Spouse Marie Hometown Waycross, GA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1960
Civilian Occupation Boiler operator (18 Yrs)
Special Hobbies None
Favorite Memory There are any, but the day Lester ran aground in GITMO in summer 1957 stands out 

from all the others.
Worst Memory My worst memory is the day in Feb 1958 when a steam hose ruptured directly onto me 

and sent me to Newport Naval Hospital for seventy days.
Children 5 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Osburn,  Richard  B



Os F

Nickname Ozzie Rate BT1 & BT2 Division B

Spouse Marie Hometown Waycross, GA

Ship USS DEALEY & USS LESTER Years From 1964-1965 Years To 1957-1960
Civilian Occupation Boiler Operator (18 Years)
Special Hobbies None
Favorite Memory The day we picked up two (or three) young Cuban men just a short distance from 

Havana.  They were headed for Florida, but their small fishing boat ran out of gas.  We 
took them (and their boat) aboard and later transferred them to a USCG cutter.  I wonder 
where they are now.

Worst Memory
Children 5 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Osburn,  Richard  B

Pe F

Nickname Rate GM3 Division Fox

Spouse Hometown Cochran, GA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969-11 Years To 1972-08
Civilian Occupation Golf Course Maintenance/Groundskeeper
Special Hobbies Firing my weapons, Gardening, Girl Watching, Hunting, Fishing, Playing Cards
Favorite Memory Firing weapons and 3" 0 gun mount, Port Visits
Worst Memory After steering
Children 3 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Peacock,  Larry  J

Pe F

Nickname Rate RD2 Division

Spouse Doris Hometown Lafayette, IN

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1966 Years To 1966
Civilian Occupation Instrument Engineer
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 2 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments Was only on this ship for about 40 days while awaiting discharge.  Left the Navy at 

this time and went into the Air Force, from which I retired.

Text40:Pearson,  Roland  G



Pe F

Nickname Harry Rate BM3 Division

Spouse Hometown San Juan, Puerto Rico

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969 Years To 1970
Civilian Occupation Sales Manager for a Sign Company
Special Hobbies None
Favorite Memory None
Worst Memory None
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Perez,  Henry  O

Po F

Nickname Bill Rate MM3 Division M

Spouse Laurel Hometown Avalon, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1964 Years To 1966
Civilian Occupation Instructor Denver University
Special Hobbies Golf, Hunting
Favorite Memory Serving with the best young men I have ever met
Worst Memory Never having enough waiter and the constant heat of the engine room
Children 6 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Pointe,  William  J

Po F

Nickname Bill Rate SH2 Division Ship Fitter

Spouse Hometown Rockford, IL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1970 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Welder
Special Hobbies Merle Haggard-Webb Pierce Music and watching some military videos
Favorite Memory Visiting different ports!
Worst Memory Being on the ocean during storms
Children 0 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Powers,  William  E



Pri F

Nickname Rate YN2 Division Admin

Spouse Hometown Schuylerville, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971-07 Years To 1974-12
Civilian Occupation Owner & President Financial Services Co
Special Hobbies Golf, Baseball, Memorabilia Collector
Favorite Memory Time spent with friends I made
Worst Memory Living conditions on board ship
Children 2 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Priest,  Mark  J

Re F

Nickname Rate RM3 Division Communications

Spouse Cindy Hometown St Clair Shores, MI

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971 Years To 1973
Civilian Occupation Automotive Seating
Special Hobbies Motorcycles
Favorite Memory Going to the Azores
Worst Memory Hurricane at sea
Children 3 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Rempel,  Richard  F

Ro F I

Nickname Rocky Rate RMC Division C

Spouse Mary Hometown Dayton, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1959 Years To 1962
Civilian Occupation Government
Special Hobbies Golf
Favorite Memory European Cruise
Worst Memory None
Children 2 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments

Text40:Rock,  Ivan  L



Ro F J

Nickname Rollo Rate SOG2 Division Fox

Spouse Carol Hometown Bellmore, NY

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958 Years To 1962
Civilian Occupation Painting Contractor (retired)
Special Hobbies Travel, Casino Gambling
Favorite Memory By far my best memory was our "good will" cruise for six weeks to South America. 

(circa 1959)
Worst Memory My very first night at sea. I was on watch in sonar control when we "dropped the load". 

The weather was bad enough, but when we lost our ability to steer it became unreal. I got 
sick and could not make it our the hatch of CIC on to 01 level and threw up all over the 
inside of the hatch door. Showing no mercy I was told to clean up my mess, while 
everybody in CIC ragged on me to hurry it up. It was January and they were getting cold. 
Looking back I laugh about it, but I can tell you I never got seasick again!!!

Children 2 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Text40:Rollman,  Jim  

Ru F J

Nickname Doc Rate HMC Division OPS

Spouse Tonya Hometown Jamestown, CA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1970 Years To 1972
Civilian Occupation Water Systems Operator
Special Hobbies Traveling, Wood Working, Golf
Favorite Memory Dependents cruise June 5, 1971
Worst Memory Terrible storm when barometer dropped to 26 and waves were rolling the ship.
Children 3 Grandchildren 7
Special Comments The 1970's were the good ole days.  After 20 Yrs, I retired, went to college on the GI 

bill. Worked 16 yrs as Water Systems operator for City of Clarksbad, CA.  Retired and 
moved to Lake Havasu, AZ in 1995 and love it.  Does anyone live on the West Coast? 
Come visit or E-Mail us @ Motherlode@citlnk.net.

Text40:Rush,  James  R

Sa F

Nickname Tony Rate LTJG Division Oper Offr

Spouse Margaret Hometown Perrysburg, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1963 Years To 1965
Civilian Occupation CEO Manufacturing Co
Special Hobbies History
Favorite Memory
Worst Memory
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Sanders,  Thornton  



Se F

Nickname Gene Rate EM3 Division R

Spouse Beverly Hometown Westfield, NJ

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1958-02 Years To 1959-05
Civilian Occupation Electrical Superintendent (Elect. Const)
Special Hobbies Fishing, Camping in our motor home
Favorite Memory People I served with and various ports of call.
Worst Memory Day I was injured
Children 2 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Text40:Sensbach,  Howard  

Sh F

Nickname Duck Rate YN3 Division OSC

Spouse Hometown Chicago, IL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1971 Years To 1973
Civilian Occupation Registered Nurse
Special Hobbies Sports
Favorite Memory Going to liberty ports.  Palma, Majorca was the best.
Worst Memory Getting busted for fighting in Athens, Greece
Children 0 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Shields,  Donald  J

Si F

Nickname Rate RM2 Division

Spouse Judith Hometown Cincinnati, OH

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1967 Years To 1969
Civilian Occupation Sales
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory Living in Naples, Italy, waiting for my ship USS Jonas Ingram to come close enough to 

pick me up.  Then the rest of the Med cruise was great
Worst Memory
Children 3 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Simonson,  Thomas  A



Tr F

Nickname Ron Rate SK2 Division Supply

Spouse Linda Hometown Lincoln, RI

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969 Years To 1970
Civilian Occupation Postal Clerk, US Postal Service
Special Hobbies Automotive Travel, Gardening
Favorite Memory Cruise to Bermuda
Worst Memory Standing Mid-Watch
Children 2 Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Tracey,  Ronald  

Ur F F

Nickname Skip Rate QM3 Division O

Spouse Martha Hometown Hingham, MA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Research & Development (Guidance Systems Inertial), MIT, Cambridge
Special Hobbies Camping, Golf, Travel, Most outdoor activities
Favorite Memory Time spent with Shipmates
Worst Memory None
Children 2 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Urbati,  Francis  N

Vi F F

Nickname Vic Rate E-5/E-6 Division Eng

Spouse Hometown Baltimore, MD

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1956 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Boiler Operation, Maint & Repair
Special Hobbies Golf and Bowling
Favorite Memory Reporting aboard Lester in Bay City, MI
Worst Memory Lebanon 1958
Children Grandchildren
Special Comments

Text40:Vicchio,  Frank  P



W F J

Nickname Rate EMC Division R

Spouse Patricia Hometown Wilmington, NC

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1960 Years To 1965
Civilian Occupation 1974-96 College Police Chief, 1996-present, Painting contractor
Special Hobbies
Favorite Memory South America 1962
Worst Memory
Children 4 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Text40:Ward,  John  P

W F

Nickname Jim Rate S06SN Division Deck

Spouse Kaye Hometown Wichita, KS

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1959
Civilian Occupation Handicap Bus Driver for Starkey, Inc
Special Hobbies Weapons
Favorite Memory The First Birthday Party for the Ship on Cargo, Greece
Worst Memory When I first went on board, the Captain's name was LCDR A P Slaff.  My sea detail was 

as lookout of the signal bridge.  Whenever we would return to Newport, it was always 
under full power.  He would turn towards the pier, or ship that was there doing about 
k5kts, then would turn to the XO and say "You have the Conn John" and leave the 
bridge.  John's first command was always "All back Flank".  Once the Captain took her 
in himself and took all the life line stanchions off the starboard qtr.  The next morning 
just below the name on the stern, in bold black letters was MENACE TO 
NAVIGATION.

Children 3 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments If  you recognize the name, write.  I will write back.

Text40:Watkins III,  B James  

Wi F

Nickname Rate E6/RM1 Division Comm/Ops

Spouse JoAnn Hometown Versailles, IN

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1969-09 Years To 1972-09
Civilian Occupation Computer Field Service Technician from 1978-86..now an Environmentalist
Special Hobbies Home improvement projects, Gardening, Camping, Biking, Nature and Wildlife 

Habitats, Working Outdoors.
Favorite Memory Being home-ported at Naples, Italy for 2 Yrs 1970-1972..  My eldest daughter born at 

USNH Naples, in Naples in 1971.
Worst Memory None
Children 2 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Text40:Williamson,  Stanley  W



Wi F

Nickname Windy Rate RD3 Division O

Spouse Mary Hometown S Weymouth, MA

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1957 Years To 1958
Civilian Occupation Banker
Special Hobbies Coin Collecting
Favorite Memory Traveling the world with a group of great guys
Worst Memory All have faded away
Children 3 Grandchildren 3
Special Comments

Text40:Winn,  Donald  Y

Ze F

Nickname Zeke Rate STG2 Division Fox

Spouse Judith Hometown Pinelas Park, FL

Ship USS LESTER (DE-1022) Years From 1966 Years To 1968
Civilian Occupation Telephone Supervisor/Teacher
Special Hobbies Model A Ford Activities, Computer, Fish and Game
Favorite Memory Earning Battle Efficiency "E"
Worst Memory North Atlantic 12' Swells
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments

Text40:Zeoli,  Anthony  S


