
Volume 7, Issue 3 July 2002 

BRYCE CANYON UPDATE 

1958-1960-LIFE ON THE BC LEFT  OUT 
By: Rik Klein 

     I was stationed aboard 
the Bryce Canyon in 
1958 to 1960. I was 
assigned to the R-4 
division and I was an IC3. 
The BC had just returned 
from WestPac. She was 
tied up at net pier, 
Terminal Island, Long 
Beach. 
     W i t h  a  h i g h 
percentage of men 
getting out, the BC 
suffered from untrained 
personnel, officers and 
enlisted men combined. 
She got a new Captain 
and Exec, along with 
approximately 70 percent 
of the crew. 
     The BC had earned 
the battle efficiency “E” 

three times in a row, and 
all efforts went into 
training, second only to 
repair of the endless line 
of DDs that came along 
side. By the grace of God 
and a lot of work by many 
great members of the 
crew, we went out and 
were awarded our fourth 
“E”.  
     With assignments in 
S a n  D i e g o ,  S a n 
Francisco, and Seattle our 
nine months stateside 
were over and we 
prepared for another tour 
of West Pac. 
     Before we left I was 
advanced to 2nd class IC 
and for the lack of any first 
class IC men, I was put in 
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Points of Special 
Interest 

 
• Some history of the 

Bryce Canyon not told 
before is in the cover 
story. Maybe you re-
member time also. 

 
• WELCOME MAT on 

page three has thirty-
three new names! Way 

to go! 
 

• A letter from your co-
ordinator is in MAIL 
CALL on page four. 
See if you can be of 
any help in several 

matters. 
 

• Another poem by 
James Harris is on 

page four. 

charge of the R-4 IC men 
and Electrical motor 
repairmen. We had an 
exceptional group of 
talented and well trained 
men.  
     After a R&R in Hawaii, 
we continued to the Pacific. 
Formosa, Subic Bay, Hong 
Kong, Okinawa, Japan 
were our ports, several 
places several times. 
During the tour, we, the 
crew and ship, were 
awarded the fifth “E” which 
was a Gold “E” for battle 
efficiency. 
     During my time aboard, 
we did some interesting 
projects. With the “Can Do” 
sp i r i t ,  t he  o f f i ce rs 
volunteered many of our 
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     The Newsletter  for the  USS 
BRYCE CANYON reunion is avail-
able to download from the Military 
Locator & Reunion Service Inc web 
site.   
     If you are able to visit our web 
site and download the Newsletter, 
and therefore do not need a paper 
copy mailed to you,  please let us 
know.   
     Please visit our web site at 
www.mlrsinc.com , then follow the 
link labeled Reunions, then scroll 
down until you see the listing for 
the USS BRYCE CANYON.  Click 
on the button labeled Newsletters, 
and in a few minutes the newsletter  
should appear on your screen.  (As 
a side note - it took about 4 min-
utes on my computer).  This will 
only work if you have Adobe 
Reader 4.0 or higher.  You can also 
download this viewer for free from 
our web site.   
     If this works for you and you 
would like to receive all future mail-
ings from us in this method, please 
send me an e-mail requesting to 
subscribe to the BRYCE CANYON 
E-mail Roster.  Each time some-
thing new is available, we will send 
you an e-mail informing you some-
thing new is available on the web 
site.  Please let us know if your e-
mail address changes so you 
don't miss any important infor-
mation. 
     To subscribe to the BRYCE 
CANYON E-mail Roster please 
send an e-mail to Sub-
scribeMLRS@aol.com, put the 
phrase  SUBSCRIBE BRYCE 
CANYON in the Subject line and 
type your name and e-mail ad-
dress in the body of your e-mail.  
You will be placed in the e-mail 
roster.   
     Your name and postal mailing 
address will remain in our com-
puters and will appear on all mail-
ing lists, etc distributed to other 
members of your  group.   
     If you have any question regard-
ing this, do not hesitate to ask! 
             Dina Coffey 

(Continued from page 1) 
services whenever they came 
along.    
     This is a quick glimpse of two 
years on the Bryce Canyon. I have 
a Cruise Book of this period that 
has many pictures and tells of an 
exciting period of life for over 800 
dedicated NAVY men. 
     I look back on this time as a 
great period in my life. I will try and 
give you any further information if 
you are interested. I do believe that 
you have left out a fantastic period 
of time for a  great Navy Ship. 
     I know that the ship was put 
over in Hawaii for a few years to sit 
on her coffee grounds as a repair 
facility. Then she seemed to have 
disappeared and I think that that is 
where you finish your Log on her 
fate. 
     As you know, a tour on a great 
ship gives you a feeling like she is 
a second mother  to you. I was on 
several other ships of this class, 
and only the BC has a place in my 
heart. 
     I thank you for the information in 
this article and hope I have given 
you a little more to tell.  
 
Rik Klein, IC 2, USN 
HESRIK@aol.com 

___________ 

     The UPDATE is the official publi-
cation of the USS BRYCE CANYON 
Association. From now on it will be 
published quarterly in January, April, 
July and October, subject to receiv-
ing sufficient funding.  The  Newslet-
ter is funded by voluntary contribu-
tions from the membership.  All 
members are encouraged to support 
the voice of the BRYCE CANYON. A 
financial statement appears in each 
issue of the newsletter. 
     The newsletter is intended to be a 
vehicle for the members to express 
opinions, make suggestions and es-
pecially share experiences. 
     Unless otherwise stated,  the 
views and opinions printed in the 
newsletter are those of the article’s 
writer, and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the Association 
leadership or the Editor of the News-
letter. 
     All letters and stories submitted 
will be considered for publication, 
except unsigned letters will not be 
published. Letters requesting the 
writer’s name be withheld will be 
honored, but published on a space 
available basis. Signed letters with 
no restrictions will be given priority.  
      Letters demeaning to another 
shipmate will not be printed; letters 
espousing a political position will not 
be printed. 
     The editor reserves the right to 
edit letters to conform to space limi-
tations and grammar. 
     You are encouraged to actively 
participate in the newsletter family, 
by submitting your stories and sug-
gestions.  

_________ 

STATEMENT OF  
PUBLICATION 

NEWSLETTER 
AVAILABLE ON LINE 

Published By: 
Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc 
PO Box 11399 
Hickory, NC 28603 
 
828-256-6008 (voice) 
828-256-6559 (fax) 
Dinamlrs@aol.com (e-mail) 
mlrsnewsletters@aol.com (newsletter) 
www.mlrsinc.com 
“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t Have To” 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

Balance from 04/02 issue  
             $243.95 
 
Funds Received since 04/02
             $145.00 
 
Funds Available for 07/02 issue   
           $388.95 
 
Funds Expended 07/02 issue      
          $325.75 
 
Balance Remaining for 10/02                
         $63.20 
 
Thank you for your contributions for 
the Bryce Canyon Update. More 
funds will be needed for the next 
issue.  
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    WELCOME MAT 
     The USS BRYCE CANYON 
Association announces the follow-
ing former crewmen have recently 
been located. Welcome aboard 
and we hope to see you at the 
next reunion. 

Frank DeClue 
118 Buchanan Ave 

Cape Canavarel, FL 32920 
fedeclue@bellsouth.net 

 
Ron Gathers 

3101 S Bradford #D 
Santa Ana, CA 92707 
SREHTAG@aol.com 

 
Richard Doucette, Jr. (1974-75) 

45 Coe Ave Apt 4 
Hillside, NJ 07205 

RichardLDoucette@aol.com 
 

Tom Gleason (1980-81) 
7409 Grove Ave 

Winter Park, FL 32792 
gleason3.1@juno.com 

 
Thomas Wascher (1973-78) MR3 

3544 Voyager Ct 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

twascher@aol.com 
 

Frank Ward (1958-61) SN 2nd Div 
22728 Delford 

Carson, CA 90745 
 

William Riley (1967)  
SFP3 Sheet Metal Shop 

4308 Dorsey Dr 
Sumter, SC 29154 

803-494-2037 
rileybj@ftc-l.net 

 
M.E. Raulerson 
2616 Canal Dr N 

Lakeland, FL 33801-2912 
863-665-4263 

res0qgco@verizon.net 
 

Luis Sanchez (1962-63) 
13802 Ramona Dr 
Whittier, CA 90605 

evasancheze@aol.com 
 

Phillip Reed (1973) 
3080 E Cottom Dr 
Pimento, IN 47866 

PReed63666@aol.com 
 

Thomas Turner (1972-74) YN3 Eng 
13 Shadow Lane 

Taylors, SC 29687 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

Harold Ribet (1954-56) 2nd Div 
13601 Spinning Ave 
Gardena, CA 90247 

 
Gerry Beneke 

1360 N Henry St 
Coquille, OR 97423-1438 

 
Erich von Salzen (1969-71) 

292 Harding Ave 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 
vonsalz@fdu.edu 

 
Jim Boyer (1955-57) 

BC 4th Elec Rep 
205 La Quinta Dr 

Windsor, CA 95492 
LIONSJandS@aol.com 

 
Robert Williams (1957-58) 
1601 Moccasin Hollow Rd 

Sarasota, FL 34240 
941-371-5175 

dougnlynn@aol.com 
 

Brian Mowers (1976-78) 
5361 East Four Corners Rd 

Cromwell, MN 55726 
brianmowers44@hotmail.com 

 
Edward Bell (1964) 

3623 Rockingham Rd 
Davenport, IA 52802 

elbell@budweiser.com 
 

Don Adams (1974-78)R-3 Div 
1625 S Terry St 

Rockport, TX 78382 
donjemcm@aol.com 

 
Jon Vaught (1976-77) R-5 Div 

3551 Byrd St 
San Diego, CA 92154 

vaughtj@ftscpac.navy.mil 

Kerry Stone (1969-70) DP2 
5003 55th Ave SE 
Minot, ND 58701 
kerry@fwbt.com 

 
John Rose (1977-79) HTFN 

P O Box 638 
Wakefield, VA 23888 
jrosecrew@aol.com 

 
Michael Ivers (1962-63) 

830 Overton Dr 
Fidley, MN 55432 

mikeivers58@hotmail.com 
 

James Sandidge USN (Ret)  
(1977-80) R-5 Offr 

1498 Alton Station Rd 
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342-9448 

jsandidge@yahoo.com 
 

Dean Kohler (1951) 
301 N Oak St 

Paola, KS 66071 
913-557-9228 

dkohler1@prodigy.net 
 

Douglas Huling (1980-81) 
1300 Vellen St 

Chesapeake, VA 23320 
hurling10@msn.com 

 
Billy Richardson (1975) 
2502 Vista Cover Rd 

St. Augustine, FL 32084 
904-829-1172 

richdci@msn.com 
 

Dale Kerns (1971-74) 
9255 DelMar Ave 

Hesperia, CA 92345 
mapak7@aol.com 

 
Charles Krik (1958-60) Boiler Shop 

126 S Copper 
New Lenox, IL 60451 
Chrletuna37@aol.com 

 
Frank Margulis (1959-60) Disbt Off 

1011 NW 106th Ave 
Plantation, FL 33322 

FRANKMARG@aol.com 
 

Mike Milligan (1977-81) GMG1 G Div 
3, The Gardens E Pennard, Nr Shep-

ton Mallet 
Somerset, England BA46TU 

milligan@netcomuk.co.uk 



     I also want to remind everyone 
that gets the newsletter to get with it 
and sign up for the BC Cruise. Let’s 
have a large turn out. We need all 
your help to get the word out. Since I 
was named coordinator for this year’s 
reunion last October in Seattle, I have 
been contacted by only 4 or 5 people. 
Thanks. 
 
Jack Bach 
2220 Pier Dr 
Ruskin, FL 33570 
813-645-4004 
dabachtee@webtv.net 

__________ 
 

EVIL JUSTICE 
By James Irwin Harris 

Copyright 2002 
 

They cited me not to unleash my 
song 

When syndicate’s madness ripped 
me apart. 

Killed me without proof for a song not 
sung. 

Powers and evil silence ripped me 
apart. 

Distain within their minds left others 
in fright 

As I challenge those and demand my 
pride. 

Aside from unknowing all join in my 
fight 

Pressure applied—political suicide. 
Shall I forgive all the groups known 

so well? 
Their stations render loathsome—

diginities, 
From within grins they laden me with 

hell, 
In prominence created miseries. 

 
Purge me no more you violent Sons 

of Cain,  
Legal reward is yours when I am 

slain. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
Riok Preston (1973-76) 

514 Bradshaw St 
Carmi, IL 62821 

Prest54@shawneelink.net 
 

Gary Rosendahl 
901-874-9031 

rosendahlg@cnrc.navy.mil 
__________ 

 
NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 
Jim & Elaine Dougherty 
elajam@highstream.net 

__________ 

Dear Editor: 
     Please be advised my husband, 
Lee A. Martner, passed away on 
February 7, 2002. He served in the 
Navy from June 10, 1959 thru Sep-
tember 16, 1963. He was very proud 
of his military service. He had good 
friends and memories of those years. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs Judy M. Martner 
W5505 38th St 
New Lisbon, WI 53950-9674 

__________ 
 

Dear Friends, 
     Marvin Pierce was aboard the 
USS Bryce  Canyon AD-36. I don’t 
remember the year for sure. Marvin 
passed away Sept. 28. His heart was 
bad and he died before they could 
help him. It was a shock to us all. He 
loved his shipmate friends. He was a 
very patriotic sailor. We miss him 
dearly. 
 
His wife,  
Eileen Pierce 
PO Box 631 
Baynard, NE 69334-0631 

__________ 
 

Military Locator & Reunion Service, 
     I received a phone call from a 
Don Volland who served aboard 
1963-64. He wanted to advise that a 
shipmate, Ted Campbell, MM3 from 
Paris, Arkansas, who was aboard in 
1963-64 passed away a couple of 
years ago. He also asked for any as-
sistance any shipmates can give in 
locating a crew member he is trying 
to find. The subject is a Jerry Wil-
liams. He also served during 1963-
65 and lived somewhere near Ama-
rillo, TX. If anyone knows of him, 
please have them contact Don Vol-
land, 4382 Zinnia Ct, San Diego, CA 
92154 or call 619-690-3611. 

MAIL CALL 

TAPS 
     The Bryce Canyon Update 
learned of the following shipmates’ 
deaths since the last newsletter. 
Every member of the Association 
sends his heartfelt sympathy to the 
widows, families and friends of the 
deceased.  
     Anyone knowing of, or learning 
of, the death of a shipmate, please 
inform ML&RS so his name can be 
added to the Honor Roll and in-
cluded in TAPS. 

Marvin O. Pierce 
Died September 28, 2001 

 
Lee A. Martner  

Died February 7, 2002 
 

Ted Campbell 
Date of death not known 

__________ 

VACATION DESTINATIONS 
 

Some 70 percent of all Ameri-
cans have visited either Disney-

land or Disney World. 

THE BAHAMAS      
     The Islands Of The Bahamas is 
an independent nation and a member 
of the British Commonwealth of Na-
tions, retaining many of the tradi-
tions of the English. 


