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was an excellent display of 
horsemanship (and woman-
ship).  
    Thursday began with a 
gentle mist falling, but that 
failed to dampen the spirits 
of the 48 people who rode 
the Branson Railroad. This 
was a 40 mile excursion 
thru the beautiful Ozark 
foothills, complete with a 
narrated history of the area. 
Following the train ride, 
about half of the folks 
stayed in the historic Bran-
son area for shopping and 
lunch. The other half re-
turned to the hotel for lunch 
and to see who had arrived 
since they left. 
    Later in the afternoon 
another group (including 
some of the same from this 
morning) left for the Shoji 

(Continued on page 2) 

     The 2005 ASA Okinawa 
Reunion is over and by all 
reports it was an excellent 
reunion. The Radisson Ho-
tel in Branson served as the 
host hotel and did an excel-
lent job. Even though the 
“actual” reunion dates were 
September 15-18, many 
folks came early and partici-
pated in some pre-reunion 
activities.  The event was 
attended by 60 association 
members and 52 guests. 
The attendance is below 
the normal, but considering 
the hurricanes and high 
cost of transportation, we 
have to call it a success. 
     The reunion related ac-
tivities began Wednesday 
(the 14th) around noon 
when the “early-bird” regis-
tration began.  At 4:00 PM 
the troops began gathering 

Special Points of Inter-
est 

• Read about the 2005 
reunion in the cover 
story. See what a 
great time you 
missed if you could-
n’t be there. 

 
• New Association 

Officers, the Treas-
urer’s Report, Presi-
dent’s Message  and 
a list of reunion 
attendees are found 
on pages three and 
four. 

 
• See the newly lo-

cated members on 
page five under Wel-
come Mat. 

 
• Learn about all the 

things to do and see 
in Harrisburg for 
the 2006 reunion. 
It’s on page seven. 
Then fill out and 
return the survey on 
page eight. 

in the hotel lobby for a trip 
to Dolly Parton’s Dixie 
Stampede. Forty hale and 
hearty folks trooped to the 
show place and after a 
quick group picture and 
some individual photos, 
seats were taken in the pre-
show area where entertain-
ment was provided by 
Charlie Brown, who did 
some rope tricks and jug-
gling. At last it was time for 
the main event, and we all 
moved into the arena for 
the big show and dinner. 
The meal served without 
silverware allowed us to eat 
the old fashioned way, with 
our fingers. The food was 
actually quite good. Our 
group was seated on the 
Southern side of the arena, 
even though some loyalties 
are questionable. The show 

2005 REUNION IN BRANSON WAS GREAT 



Tabuchi Show, the rest of the group 
relaxed in the hospitality room or in 
the hotel lobby. As the day pro-
gressed and on into the weekend, 
we became outnumbered by a bois-
terous group of “Red Hat Ladies” in 
their red hats and purple dresses; 
but that is another story seen else-
where in this issue. The welcome 
reception was held at 1800 hrs and 
Association President Billy D Dav-
enport welcomed the assembly and 
first time attendees were welcomed 
and introduced. The remainder of 
the evening was spent in the hospi-
tality room or exploring Branson. 
    Friday, after a leisurely breakfast 
and coffee in the hospitality room, 
another group, this time 67 strong, 
was off for a luncheon cruise on the 
Branson Belle. By all accounts this 
was a great trip with an excellent 
lunch. Those members staying back 
relaxed in the hospitality room or 
explored Branson on their own. 
 Later in the evening, for some rea-
son, the member’s only roll call 
never materialized; too many 
women came to see what went on 
at a “stag bar”. Remember ladies, 
next year the mandatory roll call – 
at whatever time it is set for -  is for 
men only (as old fashioned as that 
is). Friday’s dinner buffet was good, 
but admittedly a little crowded. We’ll 
do better in Harrisburg – promise. 
     Saturday was the “ducks” ride. 
These old amphibious WWII vehi-
cles that travel on land and sea pro-
vided a quick tour of Branson plus a 
jaunt on the lake just to prove the 
vehicle will float. It was a great ride. 
    The business meeting was held 
a t  1 :00  PM.  V ice  P res i -
dent/President Elect Jim Norrbom 
was reaffirmed as incoming Presi-
dent. Lonnie Frampton was elected 
as Vice President/President Elect 
and Gary Duenow was elected as 
recording secretary. Tom Sturgeon 
and Paul Watson remained in their 
respective positions of treasurer 
and membership chairman. Tucson, 
AZ was selected as the 2007 reun-
ion site. In other business items, it 
was decided to keep all future wid-
ows on the mailing list and send 

(Continued from page 1) them a complimentary copy of the 
newsletter and reunion registration 
material. A couple of minor changes 
in the constitution and by-laws were 
approved and implemented.  As many 
of our members know, our own Sam 
Noto of Baton Rouge, LA is deeply 
involved with the resettling activities of 
Hurricane Katrina victims who were 
evacuated to Baton Rouge. Bill Over-
holt called our attention to the fact that 
over $400.00 of the Plaque Fund re-
mained and recommended that the 
full amount be given to Sam to assist 
in the relief efforts. The suggestion 
was unanimously approved, and be-
fore the meeting was finished, over 
$1,600.00 had been raised and given 
to Sam for use in the resettling proc-
ess. Sam noted that 100% of the 
funds would be used in relief assis-
tance – not one penny for salaries, 
etc. 
     Following the meeting, the annual 
raffle was held. Most of the attendees 
brought gifts from their hometown or 
state. Raffle tickets were sold and the 
prizes distributed to the winners. 
    The Saturday night activities began 
at 6:30 PM with a photo session and 
cocktail hour. During the social hour 
everyone seemed to realize the reun-
ion was drawing to a close, so that 
portion of the evening was spent, 
each person getting to know everyone 
else. The 90 minutes slipped away 
quickly and before you knew it, the 
call to order was sounded. The ban-
quet began with the National Anthem, 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and the in-
vocation. President Billy Davenport 
welcomed everyone, offered a toast, 
and dinner was served.   
   Following dinner, President Daven-
port gave his closing remarks as 
President by addressing the ladies 
present and reminding them of the 
hard – though still secret work – their 
husbands were involved in. “Worked 
hard - Played hard,” seemed to be his 
theme. In closing, he stated how 
proud he was to have been president 
for the past two years, and how he 
looked forward to each and every re-
union. 
     After Billy D’s remarks, the formal 
change of command ceremony took 
place. Billy removed the 3rd ASA FS 
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Guideon from the flag base, 
passed it to Immediate Past Presi-
dent Larry Eckard who presented 
the guideon to incoming President 
Jim Norrbom, signifying the official 
change of leadership. President 
Norrbom replaced the guideon in 
the stand and formally took the 
reins as President.  
     In his introductory remarks, Jim 
noted that he was pleased to serve 
as Association President, thanked 
Billy and all past presidents for 
their work and assured everyone 
that he would carry on their tradi-
tions supplemented with his own 
ideas and recommendations. At 
the conclusion of Jim’s remarks, 
the formalities ended, but the 
crowd lingered for a final beverage 
and story. 
     The farewell breakfast and me-
morial service was conducted on 
Sunday morning by newly ap-
pointed Chaplain Ross Lee. Ross 
did a bang-up job with the service 
remembering our deceased com-
rades. At one point in the service – 
when “America the Beautiful” was 
to be sung – in a somewhat plain-
tive voice, Ross announced that he 
was not a preacher, but he was 
closer to being a preacher than a 
singer and asked someone else to 
lead the song. They did, and Ross 
was off the hook.  As usual, follow-
ing the service, there was a great 
reluctance to say goodbye and 
walk out of the dining room. But 
slowly, the handshakes, hugs, and 
tears began. Then the room was 
empty. It was over.       

__________ 
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Beginning Balance as of September 27, 2005……….$6014.90 
Dues Received ………………………………………….$ 170.00 
Raffle Sales……………………………………………….$ 796.00 
Label Pin Sales…………………………………………...$   11.00 
Total……………………………………………………….$6991.90 

Disbursements 
Excess Plaque Funds to Sam Noto…………………..-$482.00 
Balance as of September 27, 2005………………………….$6509.90 
     An additional $1153.00 was collected separately at the business meet-
ing that, along with the $482.00 in excess Plaque funds, made a grand total 
of $1635.00 that was donated to Sam Noto’s hurricane relief efforts in Lou-
isiana.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas Sturgeon, Treasurer 

__________ 

TREASURER’S REPORT ASA OKINAWA  
SEPT. 27, 2005 
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to see you and many more first 
timers in Harrisburg. For those of 
you that were at Branson, if you 
haven’t filled out your Question-
naire that was in your welcome 
packet, please do so and send it 
back to Larry’s group. That is our 
major way of knowing what you 
thought of everything that hap-
pened at Branson from hotel ac-
commodations to the tours that we 
took. Again, I look forward to serv-
ing our organization for the next 2 
years and I know that I will be ask-
ing a lot of people for some help. 
 
Jim Norrbom 
President ASA Okinawa Organiza-
tion 

__________ 

Hi there,  
     This is Jim Norrbom, your new 
President for the next two years. I 
want to thank Tex Davenport for all 
his hard work as President these 
past two years. I also want to wel-
come Lonnie Frampton as our new 
Vice President. Lonnie was elected 
at the Branson Reunion. We had a 
great time at Branson, but we lost 
some people because of not having 
a major airport nearby. Just a 
thought, when you want to nominate 
a place where we should hold a re-
union, just make sure there is a ma-
jor airport in the city that you nomi-
nate. I am looking forward to the next 
two years as your President and 
working with the Officers and the 
Board of Directors. Put Sept. 27-
Oct.1st, 2006 on your calendars, as 
our next reunion will be in Harris-
burg, PA on those dates. Larry’s 
group has included Wednesday the 
27th because  a lot of people always 
show up the day before the reunion 
is to officially start anyhow. More will 
be coming out later on about the 
2006 reunion as Larry and his group 
get more information about it. At the 
Branson Reunion, we had about 9 
new people attending for the first 
time and that was great to see. Hope 

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES 
FOR NOVEMBER 2005 $470.32 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

ASA OKINAWA 
2006 REUNION 

 
SEPT. 27-OCT. 1 

 
HARRISBURG, 

PA 



Robert Adair 
David & Diane Bergman 
Ronald & Bert Bihlman 
Earl & Martha Butler 
Daniel & Peggy Carr 
James & Gwen Coatney 
John & Shelby Conley 
Albert Cooper 
Thomas & Tonia Cooper 
Hobart & Mildred Crawford 
Whitney & Marilyn Cude 
Billy & Dee Davenport 
Ralph & Joan Derr 
Jere & Carol Dillon 
Edward & Patricia Domanski 
Gary & Rusty Duenow 
Larry & Brenda Eckard 
Harold & Ruth Ellis 
Stephen & Joyce Fitzgerald 
Lonnie & Faye Frampton 
Jerry & Wilma Gabbert 
Clifford & Hattie Gilmore 
Blake Gossage 
Stanley & Joan Hill 
Arthur & Eva Hoover 
Marvin & Edna Huff 
Jay & June Ibach 
Douglas & Peggy Jacox 
Gordon & Shelby Jean Johnson 
Arthur Jordan 
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Charles & Jane Kendzierski 
Eugene Knutzen 
Walter & Beverly Kusmierczyk 
Ross & Sue Lee 
Johnnie Luke, Jr. 
Michael & Helen Maki 
Dallas & Linda May 
David Merritt 
Johnny & Betty Miller 
Theodore Mish & Rea Murray 
Gerald & Sandy Mueller 
James & Sharon Norrbom 
Sam & Nancy Noto 
William & Elaine Overholt 
Robert & Jackie Pettitt 
William & Patricia Phillips 
Gen & Kay Riling 
William & JoAnn Roscher 
John & Diane Sanborn 
Duane & Lou Anne Sands 
Thomas & Judy Sevits 
Thomas & Marian Sturgeon 
Joseph & Pamela Tarleton 
Ralph & Sharon Tiffany 
George & Sue Vaughn 
Edward & Mary J Walker 
Paul Watson 
Nicholas & Loraine Williams 
George & Shirley Williamson 
Stephen & Ethel Woods 
 
Total Members: 60 
Guests:  52 
GRAND TOTAL: 112 

__________ 

2005 REUNION  
ATTENDEES 

      For those not in attendance at 
the ASA Okinawa reunion, you 
missed a once in a lifetime experi-
ence of 3 military reunions at the 
same time, same hotel, with 600 
Red Hat Ladies plus a few Pink 
Ladies thrown in for good meas-
ure. (Pink Ladies are Red Hat wan-
nabees younger than 50 years 
old.) 
     Tuesday and Wednesday we 
had rain, thunderstorms and torna-
dos in Northern Missouri which 
ushered in much cooler weather 
and real winds.  The Radisson was 
at the bottom of a hill (as every-
thing is either up a hill or down a 
hill in Branson). It was hilarious to 
look out and see the Red Hats ar-
riving and trying to corral feather 
boas, flowery hats and luggage all 
at one time. Several hat boxes 
tumbled off and rolled down the 
hill, spilling feathers and the ladies 
running after them trying to rescue 
them. 
     At times it looked like many 
Miss Kittys (aka Gunsmoke) had 
all gathered at the same time! 
     The “piece de resistance” was a 
pajama party competition on Satur-
day morning. As our good friend 
Sam Noto sang later on Saturday 
night, “I don’t look good naked any-
more,” and neither do senior ladies 
dressed in a variety of night 
clothes. 
     I heard one “lady” complaining 
that these men actually made a 
disparaging comment about her 
appearance. You should have 
been there! 
 
Brenda Eckard 
Vice Pres, ML&RS, Inc. 

__________ 

“The Gang” at the Dixie Stampede 

INTERESTING 
REUNION SIDE-

NOTE  
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Norwood Allston (1953-55) 
Donald Salhoff (1951-52) 
Alen Glenn 
Walter Dunkel 
Glenn Boehler 
Jerome Quimby 
Richard Harvey (1957-59) 
Hubert Brown (1959-63) CSM 
Jack Privette 
Stephen Cornelius (1969-71) 
Charles Floyd (1961-65) 
Richard Harter 
Mike Corless (1961-64) SP4 
John Sanborn (1972-73) SP4 
Douglas Daniel (1955-57) 
Carl Herring 
Jack Main 
Scotty Epley 
Thomas Benn 
N. Keith Fox 
Edward Dunn (1955-57) 
Bevan Roche (1954-55) 
Gene Taylor 
Philip Barczak (1966-1968) 
Don Virgl 
Anthony Droese (1945-46) 
Marion Roaden (1961-63) 
Christopher King, Jr. (1955-57) 
Saul Barry Friedland 
Frank Kemp 

__________ 
 
 

Jarrette Benford (1957-59) SPCT/CPL 
Died January 11, 2004 

 
Ralph Bolinder 

Died September 8, 2005 
 

Warren Bradish (1957-59) EM 
Died June 14, 2005 

 
James Curby 

Died August 17, 2000 
 

John D’Avignon 
Died August 5, 2005 

 
Lawrence Gruber (1954-57) SSGT 

Died June 20, 2001 
 

Franklin Hawkes (1953-54) Corp 
Died December 28, 2003 

 
Hugh Reese 

Died December 21, 1997 
 

Owen Kobin 
Died August 11, 2004 

 
Francis Kent 

Died June 19, 2005 
 

Robert Quitter, Jr. 
Died October 14, 2005 

 
James Tronnier (1957-58) 

Died June 21, 2005 
 

Cary Watts  
Died April 17, 2000 

 
James Keenan 

Died February 23, 2001 
 

William Devine 
Died September 23, 2002 

Nicholas Vincelli 
Died October 15, 1990 

 
Roy Weist 

Died October 22, 1994 
 

Donald Hogue 
Died June 10, 1984 

 
Robert Waugh (1953-55) 

Died June 17, 2002 
 

Robert Oberrieth 
Died December 12, 1999 

 
Alton Lundquist (1955-57) 

Died June 28, 2001 
 

John Harshman 
Died May 25, 1991 

 
William Capps 

Died December 12, 2004 
__________ 

WELCOME MAT 
     The following members have 
been located since the last newslet-
ter. Welcome to the Association. 
We hope to see you at the next 
reunion and hear from you about 
your memories of your time spent in 
Okinawa. 
     Due to the large number of 
names, we will not publish the ad-
dresses, but if you wish to contact 
one of these newly located persons, 
just drop ML&RS a note at our ad-
dress on page two and we will send 
you the address. 
  

TAPS 
     The Typhoon learned of the follow-
ing deaths since the last newsletter was 
published. The deaths are not neces-
sarily recent, but they were just learned 
of.  The entire membership extends our 
deepest sympathy to the widows, fami-
lies and friends of the deceased. 

MAIL CALL 
Torri Typhoon, 
   I was stationed at Torri Station 
from June 18, 1969 to August 
1971. I was a 98G assigned to the 
Operations building. I still have my 
collection of match boxes from 
mostly Koza. 
     After I got off active duty, I 
picked up a teaching certificate, 
but was unable to find a job, as 
there was a glut of teachers then. I 
finally found a job working in a fac-
tory in Lansing, MI. Saved my 
money, then went to Taiwan in 
1973 and lived there for 5 years, 
completely on the local economy. 
After my return from Taiwan, I 
joined the USAR in April of 1979 
and retired from the USAR January 
of 2003 (just in time). 
     I live in Davisburg, MI (between 
Pontiac and Flint). 
 
Chris King, Jr. 

__________ 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Hello kind Sirs: 
     It is with a heavy heart that I 
write to you today. My father, 
James Tronnier, passed away and 
will not be able to make your reun-
ion he so dearly wished to attend. 
He lost a quick, but courageous 
battle with cancer. 
     My father shared with his kids 
some amazing, funny and crazy 
stories of his time in the service. It 
was a time in his life he really en-
joyed. He also instilled in us a true 
appreciation for those who honor 
and serve our country. Please ac-
cept this simple thanks for all you 
did for our country and for my fa-
ther. 
     My father lived life to the fullest. 
May God grant you all the same. 
 
Cheers, 
Paul Tronnier & Maria, Patrick, 
Matt, Ann, Chrissy and Jane 

__________ 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

as many as possible. 
     At first I thought this could be 
done by “networking”—by locating 
someone and that someone locat-
ing others that they knew on Oki-
nawa. The reunion roster would 
then grow geometrically. This did 
not happen because forty-five years 
had clouded most people’s memory. 
     As luck would have it, I had con-
tacted a Sobe vet whose name I 
remembered, Darwin Sell of Allen-
town, PA, while passing through 
that area in 1994. 
     I contacted him again in late 
1995 about the reunion activity. He 
told me of some others whose 
names he remembered.  
     One of those he remembered 
was Ralph Bolinder of Brockton, 
Massachusetts. I located Ralph now 
living in Live Oak, FL. It was Ralph 
Bolinder who provided the key to 
the success of our reunions in 1997 
and 1999. 
     Ralph had saved all the orders 
pertaining to him while in the Army 
from 1954 to 1957. Ralph made 
copies of these orders and sent 
them to me. From these orders I 
was able to establish a list of over 
300 complete names and service 
numbers. Then the task began in 
earnest! 
     As I contacted people on the list, 
I found that they too had saved or-
ders and more names were added. 
Now there was something that I 
have called “Tour Creep,” as orders 
began appearing from dates either 
side of the original 1954 to 1957 
window. 
     More and more names of those 
with different tour dates were added 
to the list until now, it contains al-
most 3000 complete names and 
service numbers. 
     Even with that large number of 
confirmed names and service num-
bers, the list is not complete. There 
are more orders out there as indi-
cated by the “holes” in the se-
quence. The list begins in 1950 and 
ends in 1960. (This end date was 
set by me as the task of finding peo-
ple became overwhelming and the 
“younger” guys who served after 
1960 were either still working or not 

interested in attending a reunion at 
this time. I welcome the prospect 
of a “Volunteer” taking on the task 
from 1960 onward.) 
     Of this list of names, almost 
1100 living members of the ASA 
Okinawa group have been located. 
Unfortunately, there are almost 
400 that also have been confirmed 
as deceased. 
     The list starts with the 111th 
Signal Service Company and in-
cludes the 327th Communications 
Reconnaissance Company, the 
8603rd Administration Area Unit, 
the 8603rd Detached Unit, and 
finally ends with the 3rd US ASA 
Field Station—all designations for 
the ASA unit on Okinawa during 
this time. 
     The job is not done! I NEED 
HELP! There are over 1000 ASA 
Okinawa veterans still missing. 
Perhaps you can locate some of 
them. If you have come across 
orders or address books, all of 
which would contain valuable infor-
mation which would aid in the 
search, they would be welcomed. 
     If anyone is interested in using 
their investigative skills, I would be 
happy to provide a list of those still 
“unaccounted for.” For those with 
e-mail and internet access, I will be 
happy to set you up with the Miss-
ing list as well as tips on how to 
locate people. I cannot begin to tell 
you just how rewarding it is to lo-
cate another ASA Okinawa vet-
eran….it’s like collecting baseball 
cards and finding that rare one! 
      My e-mai l  address is : 
 w562236@aol.com 
 
     My mailing address is: 
 Paul Watson 
 17 Baker Rd 
 Salisbury, MA 01952 
 
     I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Paul Watson 

__________ 
 
 

HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
By Paul Watson 

     It was just ten short years ago, 
October of 1995, and I had just in-
stalled a CD ROM drive on my com-
puter. At the same time I purchased 
the CD phonebook for the entire 
country—just as a curiosity. 
     One of the first people that I 
looked for was Larry Gruber, who 
had been in my TA unit in Opera-
tions. I found Larry living in Tampa, 
Florida. I called him and he told me 
of the impending reunion in Or-
lando, Florida. 
     That reunion was put together by 
Jim Bowling from Miami, Florida, 
who had noticed the lack of reunion 
activity for the unit in the American 
Legion Magazine. 
     That reunion was attended by 
about thirty Sobe vets and their 
wives. 
     I was fascinated with the idea of 
a reunion of those who served at 
Sobe Camp and set about locating 



     In order to let you have input in 
what you would like at your reun-
ion, a preview of some of the at-
tractions in the Harrisburg area will 
be described and you will then be 
asked to choose which ones you 
would like to see on the agenda of 
your reunion.  Read the descrip-
tions and then fill out the survey 
and return it to Military Locator & 
Reunion Service. We will use your 
choices to make up the reunion 
packages. Here are some things 
you might like to know about the 
Harrisburg area: 
 

ABOUT HARRISBURG 
     Named for John Harris, who 
operated a ferry at the present site. 
His son, John Jr., laid out the town 
in 1785 and gave the land to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  
     Harrisburg is located on the 
Susquehanna River, which played 
an important part in its selection as 
the capital of Pennsylvania in 
1812. Its location also played a 
large part in the early development 
of the Pennsylvania canal system 
and the subsequent development 
of the railroads, highways and air-
lines. Today, Harrisburg is one of 
the most important commercial 
centers and distribution points in 
the East.  
 

ATTRACTIONS IN AREA 
 

HARRISBURG STATE CAPITOL 
BUILDING:  
     The statehouse is an Italian 
Renaissance-style structure and is 
an outstanding example of archi-
tecture. It contains collections of 
art and sculpture, including large 
murals. On the floor of the main 
hallway, tiles show Pennsylvania’s 
history and symbols. At the dedica-
tion in 1906, President Teddy Roo-
sevelt described this structure as 
“the handsomest building I ever 
saw.” The dome of the capitol rises 
272 feet and weighs 52 million 
pounds. It was modeled after St. 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and its 
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COME TO HARRISBURG, PA IN 2006 
beautiful staircase looks like the one 
from the Paris Opera. 
 
NATIONAL CIVIL WAR MUSEUM: 
     The only museum in the United 
States that attempts to portray the 
story of the Nation’s Civil War. 
Equally balanced presentations will 
be humanistic in nature without bias 
to Union or Confederate causes. 
 
MIDDLETOWN & HUMMELS-
TOWN RAILROAD: 
     Board 1920 vintage passenger 
coaches at the 1891 Middletown 
Station and Gift Shop for an hour 
and a quarter, 11-mile round trip 
ride through the scenic Swatara 
Creek Valley. Hear live narration of 
history and folklore of the area. 
 
GETTYSBURG:  
     Revisit the scene of the famous 
Battle of Gettysburg and the site of 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. 
There are over 1,000 monuments 
and cannon along over 40 miles of 
scenic roads. Also see the scene of 
Picket’s Charge, General Robert E. 
Lee’s Headquarters, Little Round 
Top, and the Devil’s Den.  Visit the 
shrine to the Union and Confeder-
ate soldiers who fought here.  
 
LANCASTER COUNTY:  
     The scenic, rolling farmlands of 
Lancaster County and peaceful 
countryside where the Amish still 
live without electricity will take you 
back in time. See the Amish coun-
tryside dotted with huge farm 
houses and barns. Roll past the 
horse– pulled black buggies still 
used by the Amish people. The 
Pennsylvania Dutch Country wel-
comes visitors with incredible food 
and world renowned crafts.  
     In the past, ML&RS has been 
able to arrange a bountiful lunch 
and a tour of a real Amish home. 
This is always a favorite treat of any 
visit to Lancaster County. 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

STATEMENT OF  
PUBLICATION 

 
     The Torri Typhoon is the official 
publication of the Security Agency 
Association Okinawa. It is published 
tri-annually in March, July and No-
vember. The  Newsletter is funded by 
voluntary contributions from the mem-
bership.  Contributions should be sent 
to the treasurer. All members are en-
couraged to support the voice of ASA 
Okinawa. A financial statement ap-
pears annually in the November is-
sue. 
     The newsletter is intended to be a 
vehicle for the members to express 
opinions, make suggestions and es-
pecially share experiences. 
     Unless otherwise stated,  the 
views and opinions printed in the 
newsletter are those of the article’s 
writer, and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the Association 
leadership or the Editor of the News-
letter. 
     All letters and stories submitted 
will be considered for publication, ex-
cept unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Letters requesting the writer’s 
name be withheld will be honored, but 
published on a space available basis. 
Signed letters with no restrictions will 
be given priority.  
      Letters demeaning to another 
shipmate will not be printed; letters 
espousing a political position will not 
be printed. 
     The editor reserves the right to edit 
letters to conform to space limitations. 
     ML&RS, Inc. is not responsible for 
the accuracy of articles submitted for 
publication. It would be a monumental 
task to check each story. Therefore, 
we rely on the submitter to research 
each article. 
     You are encouraged to actively 
participate in the newsletter family, by 
submitting your stories and sugges-
tions.  

__________ 

The First Loser 
     The first losing candidate in a 
US presidential election was Tho-
mas Jefferson. He lost to John Ad-
ams. George Washington had been 
unopposed. 



HERSHEY:  
     Visit the Hershey Chocolate Visi-
tor’s Center. Take a fascinating tour 
ride that will teach you how choco-
late is made. It ends with a free sam-
ple!  
     Hershey Gardens is a spectacular 
23-acre botanical garden featuring a 
3 1/2 acre award-winning rose gar-
den, an outstanding display of an-
nual flowering color and an outdoor 
Butterfly House with over 400 butter-
flies. 
 
HARLEY DAVIDSON PLANT 
TOUR:  
     Located in York, PA,  this plant 
will give you a close look at what it 
takes to make the legend roll on. 
After a short film, you will begin a 
tour of the manufacturing and as-
sembly of Dyna, Softa motorcycles.  
 
STURGIS PRETZEL HOUSE: 
     Visit the first commercial pretzel 
bakery in America. Legend says that 
in 1850, Julius Sturgis was given the 
pretzel recipe by a hobo as a token 
of appreciation for being invited to 
dine with the Sturgis family one eve-
ning. Sturgis was already baking 
bread for a business and added pret-
zels after having been given the rec-
ipe. Soon he dropped the bread busi-
ness and started baking pretzels ex-
clusively. Now owned by Clyde and 
Barbara Ann Tshudy, it is a state-of-
the-art bakery, turning out 245 pret-
zels in a minute or five tons of hard 
pretzels a day.  

(Continued from page 7) 

     Please take a few minutes to complete the survey of the attractions in 
the Harrisburg area and return it to Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc. 
We will use the surveys to custom design your reunion to what you want to 
do.  
     Registration packets will be mailed approximately ninety days prior to 
the reunion.  
 
Please check the attractions you would like to visit during the reun-
ion. 
 
Harrisburg State Capitol _____ 
 
National Civil War Museum _____ 
 
Middletown & Hummelstown Railroad _____ 
 
Gettysburg_____ 
 
Lancaster County (Amish Country) ____ 
 
Hershey _____ 
 
Harley Davidson Plant _____ 
 
Sturgis Pretzel House _____ 
 
 
Please check your preferences. 
 
Would you like a Welcome Reception the first evening of the reunion? 
Yes _____ No _____ 
 
Do you prefer breakfast all three mornings? _____  
 or only on Sunday?_____ 
 
Do you want entertainment after the banquet? Yes _____ No____  
 

Return to: 
 

Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc. 
PO Drawer 11399 
Hickory, NC 28603 

 
Or Fax: 828-256-6559 

 
RETURN SURVEY BY JANUARY 29, 2006 
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MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION 
REMINDER 

 
     Please check the membership ex-
piration date on the outside of this 
newsletter envelope. If the date is 
12/31/05, you will need to send in 
your membership dues of $10.00 to 
continue receiving The Torri Typhoon 
beyond that date. Dues are to be sent 
to Treasurer Tom Sturgeon, 12 
Cherry Lane, Olmstead TWP, OH 
44138-2916.  

__________ 


