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tage of ASA Okinawa alive. 
It’s sad but true, we from 
the 50’s and 60’s are the 
“old generation” – and the 
bulk of our members and 
reunion attendees are from 
that time frame. We need to 
make a big-time effort to 
find and recruit more mem-
bers from the mid/late 60’s 
to the mid 80’s when the 
station closed.  At the next 
business meeting, I am go-
ing to propose that we find 
a volunteer from that era to 
take over the search for 
members from those years, 
and give him/her whatever 
assistance, including finan-
cial, that they need. I know, 
we’ve asked before and 
we’ve always depended on 
Paul Watson to do it. He 
has done a magnificent job 
but he concentrated on the 
50’s and 60’s and had his 

(Continued on page 2) 

    Ahhh! Reunion time is 
drawing near and I hope all 
of you are looking forward 
to it as much as I am. 
Things have pretty much 
gone the way we expected, 
but with a few changes. 
Many of you know that Ma-
jor General Barbara Fast, 
commanding General of the 
Intelligence Center and 
School and Ft Huachuca 
had been invited to be our 
guest at the Saturday night 
banquet.  Then we got a big 
“el crap”. General Fast has 
been reassigned and a new 
General has replaced her. 
Now we’ve started the proc-
ess all over again. The invi-
tation has been extended 
but no response yet. Other-
wise, everything else on the 
itinerary is a go. We are 
surprised at the number of 
people already signed up 
for tours. For Thursday 

night’s dinner trip, Friday’s 
trip to Ft Huachuca, and 
Saturday’s trip to Tomb-
stone. We already are 
working on the second bus, 
and the cut off date isn’t 
until mid August. Let’s fill up 
the second one! Thursday’s 
trip to the Missions is al-
most full – plenty for the trip 
to go, and Thursday’s Sa-
guaro Museum has enough 
to go, but we have plenty of 
space to accommodate oth-
ers. Please make your tour 
reservations in advance or 
run the risk or not getting a 
seat. 

    Sightseeing and tours 
are not the main reason for 
reunions, keeping in touch 
with old friends and making 
new ones are the major 
reasons, but there is an-
other underlying reason – 
we need to keep the heri-

OUR VIEW Special Points of  
Interest 

• Larry Eckard gives 
a preview of the 
2007 reunion in the 
cover story. Please 
plan to join the re-
union in Tucson. 

 
• Messages from your 

president and vice 
president are on 
page two. 

 
• Would you like to be 

an Honor Guard? 
See the “Wanted” 
notice on page four.  

 
• Welcome Mat on 

page four has four 
new members listed. 
If you recognize 
anyone, drop them a 
note. 

 
• Mail Call beginning 

on page five has 
some sad news 
about regular reun-
ion attendees.  

 
 



hands full doing those years.   He 
has several times offered to advise 
the new person on the techniques 
and methods – but he’s had no tak-
ers. Let’s find him a protégé!  If any 
one from the late 60’s, 70’s and 80’s 
are listening – step up and volun-
teer. In the meantime I am going to 
run some ads in newspapers and 
veterans’ publications seeking peo-
ple from 51st USASA Special Op-
erations Command, USASA FS 
Sobe, and US Army Field Station, 
Okinawa. We may not get these 
men and women this year, but they 
are going to be the future – let’s find 
them and bring them on board. Are 
you with me? 

     On the subject of old friends, 
let’s explore that for a few minutes. 
Back in the olden days we all had 
our circle of friends for our trick, or 
some other duty sections –and 
naturally those are the people we 
wanted to see most at the reunions. 
But something else happened too, 
we found that in addition to having 
many of the same memories the 
guys we didn’t know were pretty 
good guys as well, even the 
“straight day beggars” as they were 
called. Now, you are just as apt to 
see people who were virtual strang-
ers or only casually acquainted a 
couple of years ago, running hard 
as best friends. Reunions do that to 
you. If you are one of the reluctant 
ones (“I won’t know anyone” is the 
most frequent excuse) get over it 
and get yourself to Tucson. An hour 
after you arrive, you’ll have met 
someone who has a shared experi-
ence, a mutual friend, someone you 
disliked, or something in common. 
By Sunday you’ll find it hard to be-
lieve that you’re saying good-bye to 
this old friend that you’ve known 
three days. You owe it to yourself. 
Make your plans and enjoy yourself. 
 
Larry Eckard  
President, ML&RS, Inc 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Hey, everyone, 
     It looks like our Reunion in Tucson, 
AZ is going to be a busy one, with lots 
of things to do and places to visit. We 
are looking forward to seeing a lot of  
you in Tucson starting Wednesday, 
Sept 12th to Sunday, Sept. 16th. 
Make sure and get your reservations 
into ML&RS group as soon as possi-
ble. Let’s make this reunion one of the 
biggest that we have had. We will be 
handing over the Presidency to 
Lonnie Frampton at the end of the 
Reunion this year. Hey, make sure 
and think about where you would like 
to have our 2009 reunion. We will 
need to pick a reunion place for the 
next open year also. Hope to see as 
many of you as possible in Tucson. 
 
Jim Norrbom 
President  ASA Okinawa 

___________ 

PRESIDENT’S   
MESSAGE 

By Jim Norrbom 

VICE PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 

By Lonnie Frampton 

STATEMENT OF  
PUBLICATION 

 
     The Torii Typhoon is the official 
publication of the Security Agency 
Association Okinawa. It is published 
tri-annually in March, July and No-
vember. The  Newsletter is funded 
by voluntary contributions from the 
membership.  Contributions should 
be sent to the treasurer. All mem-
bers are encouraged to support the 
voice of ASA Okinawa. A financial 
statement appears annually in the 
November issue. 
     The newsletter is intended to be 
a vehicle for the members to ex-
press opinions, make suggestions 
and especially share experiences. 
     Unless otherwise stated,  the 
views and opinions printed in the 
newsletter are those of the article’s 
writer, and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the Association 
leadership or the Editor of the 
Newsletter. 
     All letters and stories submitted 
will be considered for publication, 
except unsigned letters will not be 
published. Letters requesting the 
writer’s name be withheld will be 
honored, but published on a space 
available basis. Signed letters with 
no restrictions will be given priority.  
      Letters demeaning to another 
member will not be printed; letters 
espousing a political position will 
not be printed. 
     The editor reserves the right to 
edit letters to conform to space limi-
tations. 
     ML&RS, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of articles submit-
ted for publication. It would be a 
monumental task to check each 
story. Therefore, we rely on the 
submitter to research each article. 
     You are encouraged to actively 
participate in the newsletter family, 
by submitting your stories and sug-
gestions.  

__________ 

NEWSLETTER EXPENDITURES FOR 

July 2007—$309.11 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 
     Arizona has more parks and 
national monuments than any 
other state, more mountains than 
Switzerland, and more golf 
courses than Scotland?  

Sobe Camp Veterans, 

     It won’t be long until it will be time 
to go to Tucson. Please send your 
reservations in. It would be nice to 
see some of my old friends that 
haven’t attended any reunions or 
haven’t been to one in awhile. Why 
not make this reunion a vacation for 
you and the wife? You will have a lot 
more fun than you anticipate. And if 
you feel that you won’t know anyone 
there, you will, because I’ll be there 
to greet you. So come on, sign up 
and come on out to Tucson and have 
a good time. 

Lonnie Frampton 
Sobe Camp 1955-57, 1958-61 and 
1968-70 

__________ 
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Beginning Check Book Balance as of March1 2007………………$8993.13 
Dues Received ………………………………………………………..$ 110.00 
 

Disbursements 
March 2007 Newsletter………………………………………………-$232.52 
Purchase of Torri Shoulder Patches………………………………..-$156.98 
Flag Stand and Poles…………………………………………………-$188.30 
Guidon Flag and Poles……………………………………………….-$204.32 
Total Disbursements………………………………………………….-$782.12 
 
Check Book Balance as of June 26, 2007………………………….$8321.01 
 

Miscellaneous 
Reserve Change Fund……………………………………………$50.00 
 
Adjusted Balance………………………………………………..$8371.01 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas Sturgeon, Treasurer 

__________ 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT ASA OKINAWA JUNE 26, 2007 ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 

Jim Norrbom, President 
11409 Christensen Ct 
Burnsville, MN 55337 

952-890-2384 
norrbom@aol.com 

 
Lonnie Frampton, V. Pres/Pres Elect 

20 Heights Rd 
Newville, PA 17241 

717-776-5139 
lonboy1@earthlink.net 

 
Billy “Tex” Davenport, Immediate Past 

Pres. 
PO Box 241 

Tioga, TX 76271 
903-564-7012 

texokinawa@aol.com 
 

Larry Eckard,  Past Pres 
1225 34th Ave NE 
Hickory, NC 28601 

828-256-6008 
cw3reteck@aol.com 

 
Bill Overholt, Past President 

69 Hillside Rd 
Turnersville, NJ 08012 

856-218-0124 
asasobie@aol.com 

 
Gary Duenow, Secretary 

6090 Indian Dr 
Cedar Rapids, IA  52411 

319-393-2234 
thedue60@msn.com 

 
Tom Sturgeon, Treas 

12 Cherry Lane 
Olmstead TWP, OH 44138-2916 

440-427-9985 
duosturgeons@aol.com 

 
Paul Watson, Membership Chairman 

17 Baker Rd 
Salisbury, MA 01952 

978-465-7473 
 

Ross Lee, Chaplain 
801 Newcomb Dr 
Benton, AR 72015 

501-778-3345 

     The bottom line is the Associa-
tion will accept orders for hats and 
they will be waiting on you at the 
next reunion in Tucson.  
     Here is the deal. Hats are $12.00 
and will look like the one pictured 
here. Due to an oversight, the order 
form was left out of the registration 
packet, so use the one printed be-
low to order your hat. When you 
place your order, your hat will be 
waiting on you at the reunion. If you 
cannot attend the reunion, you can 
still order a hat which will be mailed 
to you after the reunion; however, 
there will be an additional $5.00 
charge for postage and handling. 
May we suggest you keep a copy of 
this newsletter to remind you of how 
good the hat will look perched on 
your head.  

     One of our members who just 
happens to live in Tucson found 
some excellent hats at a really good 
price at one of the local Tucson 
shops. He brought several of them to 
the Harrisburg reunion and was 
quickly relieved of them (people 
bought them). So many other people 
wanted one that Hobie Crawford vol-
unteered to have more caps made. 
Mind you, he isn’t buying them, just 
ordering them for the association. 
You’ve got to buy your own! 

ASSOCIATION OFFERS HATS 

ASA OKINAWA HAT ORDER FORM 

Name:_______________________________                   Number of hats ordered _____ X  $12.00=__________ 

Address:______________________________                  Postage & Handling (if not attending reunion)  +    $5.00 

              ______________________________                  TOTAL enclosed                                         __________ 

Mail to: ML&RS, Inc., PO Drawer 11399, Hickory, NC 28603 
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Spencer Adams 
Died April 20, 2007 

 
James Windle 

Died April 29, 2007 
 

Billy Paul 
Died August 30, 2006 

 
Daniel Maus 

Died November 1, 2000 
 

Charles Cornelison 
Died January 29, 2007 

 
Maurice Abell 

Died March 6, 2007 
 

William Dowd 
(1950-52) S/Sgt  

Died May 2, 2007 
 

Harvey Tebbetts 
Died February 1979 

 
George Irving Smith 

Died December 24, 2006 
__________ 

WELCOME MAT 
     The following members have 
been located since the last news-
letter. Welcome to the Association. 
We hope to see you at the next 
reunion and hear from you about 
your memories of your time spent 
in Okinawa. 

Ken Snapp (1966-67) 
1578 Gales Ct 

Cincinnati, OH 45238 
ksnappsr@cinci.rr.com 

 
William Mayberry (1971-73) SP4 

827 Country Club Dr 
Howard, OH 43028 

740-392-5599 
billynnmayberry@earthlink.net 

 
John Stanley (1963-65) Sgt E-5 

432 Mine Rd 
Asbury NJ 08802 

908-537-4664 
jfstanley@earthlink.net 

 
William Stanley II  
(1961-63) SP-4 E-4 
153 Hawthorne Dr 

Atlantic Beach, NC 28512 
252-726-5367 

bill27@ec.rr.com 
__________ 

TAPS 

     The Typhoon learned of the fol-
lowing deaths since the last news-
letter was published. The deaths 
are not necessarily recent, but they 
were just learned of.  The entire 
membership extends our deepest 
sympathy to the widows, families 
and friends of the deceased. 

“WANTED”: 
     Five or six members (or more) 
who are willing to volunteer to form 
our own Honor Guard. We know 
you know all about never volunteer-
ing for anything, but this is different. 
As a minimum we need two Color 
bearers (and if we can find an Army 
flag, we’ll need three), two guards, 
and a Color Commander (no, we 
don’t need road guards). Everyone 
will need to be able to march in 
step. The Color bearers will carry 
the American Flag, the guideon,  
and if we get one, the Army flag. 
You will need to know, or be willing 
to learn, the protocol for marching 
with a flag and posting and retiring 
the Colors. We are not sure about 
finding weapons, but if we do the 
weapons bearers will need to re-
member a couple of the manual of 
arms movements; if no weapons, all 
you’ll need to do is render the hand 
salute. The Color Commander will 
need to be able to call cadence and 
give the necessary commands. 
Everyone of our members can do 
this, we just need you to volunteer. 
We anticipate a great rush of volun-
teers, so the quicker you respond, 
the more likely you will be chosen. 
By the way, if you volunteer, we 
really need you to be at the reunion. 
There are no qualifications in terms 
of former rank, experience, just a 
willingness to help us out.  If you 
can/will help, get in touch with Jim 
Norrbom or Larry Eckard (their ad-
dresses are found elsewhere in the 
Typhoon.) 

__________ 

2007  
ASA OKINAWA 

 REUNION 
 

SEPT 12-16 
 

TUCSON, AZ 
HOTEL ARIZONA 

 

NOTE FOR THOSE 
DRIVING TO  

TUCSON REUNION 
     An article in the Tucson paper 
advised motorists that from July 1 
through Spring of 2010 all ramps 
on and off of Interstate 10 between 
Prince Rd and 29th St will be 
closed due to construction. All local 
traffic must use the frontage roads. 
The off ramp to Congress St which 
should be used to get to the Hotel 
Arizona is in this closed area. See 
you in September. 

Hobie Crawford 
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for 46 years. Children: Susan, Julie, 
Michael and Karen. Served in the 
U.S. Army for 3 years 1956-59. 
Served as a Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Deputy for 31 years. 
     Next of course is Mike. Enclosed 
is the information.  
 
     Michael A. Maki was born March 
1, 1937 to Jack and Oretha Maki in 
Astoria, OR. His mom said he was 
born without much hair, long fingers 
and was just perfect. Early elemen-
tary education was spent in Seattle, 
WA during WWII. His family moved 
to Seaside and helped form Our Sav-
iors Lutheran Church that met in the 
Strand Theater on Broadway. His 
two brothers and he made up the 
entire first Sunday school class. At 
Seaside High School, Mike was a 
letterman in football, basketball and 
track. He worked before school each 
morning at Harrison’ s Bakery. Mike 
graduated in 1955. 
     He went to Pacific University for a 
short time, where he was recruited 
into the Army for his high IQ; and 
became one of the first crytologists 
with what is now the National Secu-
rity Agency. He rose quickly through 
the ranks and was accommodated 
for his assistance with ending the 
Korean War and the escape of the 
Dahli Lama out of Tibet. Mike re-
turned home to continue his studies 
as a history major and play football 
and basketball for Southern Oregon 
State College. 
     Mike moved back to Seattle to 
work for Streim Insurance Agency 
which quickly became Maki Insur-
ance. He joined Rotary International, 
the Jaycees and became active with 
the Miss Oregon Scholarship Pag-
eant. Mike volunteered for 30 years, 
serving periods as the Executive Di-
rector of Miss Oregon and the Presi-
dent of the National Association of 
Miss America State Pageants. 
     While in Seaside, Mike co-
founded Serenity by the Sea. He 
spent his time loving the kids of Sea-
side. As an avid sports booster, he 
co-founded Seaside Basketball Tour-
nament of Champions. He was the 
“dad advisor” of Seaside DeMolay 
and a member of the Masonic Ever-

Torri Typhoon, 
     Reading the article about Ike’s visit 
to Okinawa back in the 50s brought 
back some memories for me as well. I 
had the privilege of being picked as 
one of the Honor Guard members for 
Ike. 
     Those of you who were there at 
the time will remember that a call 
went out all over the island for volun-
teers to serve in the Honor Guard. 
You had to be a certain height, waist 
size, etc. I fit the picture and thought it 
would be an OK thing to be an Honor 
Guard member for the President of 
the United States. As it turned out, I 
was selected and we spent a lot of 
time doing close order drill, facing 
movements, manual of arms, etc—all 
the things we learned in boot camp—
but hadn’t done for a while.  
     I remember that in addition to the 
spit and polish, we could not have 
anything in our pockets, except an ID 
card in the left breast pocket. But the 
strangest thing was we could not wear 
a belt & buckle (could be used as a 
weapon I guess). So, no gig line of 
smudged brass belt buckle to worry 
about. 
     Because of our relative isolation I 
don’t know too much about Ike’s trip 
to Naha where troops lined the entire 
route, but I have read and heard 
some stories. 
     I had not thought of that incident in 
years until the story in the last Ty-
phoon, so thanks for the reminder. 
 
Larry Eckard 

___________ 
 

Dear Larry & Brenda, 
     I was hoping to be writing about 
our reservation, but I have sad news. 
     First  Mike attended G.I . ’s 
(memorial) service in Jan. 07. Mike 
and G.I. had been special friends. 
George Irving Smith, Born Los Ange-
les, CA Nov. 21, 1937; Died Dec. 24, 
2006. Married May 14, 1960 to Judy 

green Lodge #137 AF & AM. Mike 
retired to Portland, OR and began 
Epic International. 
     Mike’s time and devotion were 
given to his family, reading, golf, 
theater, entertainment, travel, and 
movies. He is survived by his be-
loved wife, Helen; daughter, Kim-
berly and husband, Steve Herder; 
sons, Neal and wife Teresa Maki; 
Michael Maki II, Terry and wife 
Melanie Bassett; brothers, Bob and 
Dennis Maki; and nephew, Brian. 
He delighted in his grandchildren, 
Daniel, David, Sarah, Nikole, Vio-
let, Jane, Sophia, Ashley, Jake and 
Jackson. 
 
     Please send me the Torri Ty-
phoon. I was looking forward to our 
Sept Reunion trip and visiting with 
friends. 
     Thank you for all the work you 
do. 
 
Sincerely, 
Helen Maki 

__________ 
 

Torri Typhoon, 
     Some of you have already seen 
this, but here’s Bill Dowd’s obituary 
sent by one of his friends. 
 
     William C. (Bill) Dowd, 79, 
Pleasant Hill, MO, was born March 
8, 1928 in Philadelphia, PA, the 
son of Lawrence and Mary (Firth) 
Dowd. He passed away Wednes-
day, May 2, 2007, at Research 
Medical Center, Kansas City. Bill 
enlisted in the Army in July 1948. 
After training in radio school he 
spent most of his tour in Okinawa. 
Following discharge in 1952, he 
was employed by the CIA in Janu-
ary 1954. During his career with 
the CIA he was assigned to Nico-
sia, Cyprus; Panama City, Pa-
nama; Saigon, Vietnam; Rangoon, 
Burma; Khartoum, Sudan; Lagos, 
Nigeria and back to Saigon in 
1973. He married Shirley, who was 
also an employee of the CIA, on 
May 14, 1965; she then accompa-
nied him on the latter 5 overseas 
assignments. He retired from the 

(Continued on page 6) 

MAIL CALL 
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CIA in July 1975 and settled in 
Lee’s Summit, MO, where he and 
Shirley raised horses. In  1984, 
they bought a farm in southeastern 
Jackson County and raised Angus 
cattle until 2002, after which the 
property was rented. Bill and 
Shirley moved to Pleasant Hill in 
2005. He is survived by his wife 
Shirley of the home; 2 daughters, 
Deborah Canuso, of Philadelphia, 
PA; and Kathleen Hughes of Hor-
sham, PA; a sister Mary Gounder, 
of Mohnton, PA; and 1 grand-
daughter.  
     Published in the Kansas City 
Star on 5/6/2007 
 
Regards, 
Randy Gilmore 

__________ 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

  Your annual reunions have been 
going on now for many years, and just 
like your shipboard days each reunion 
has created its own memories. Those 
memories need to be shared with 
everyone. Think back, what are some 
of your favorite reunion memories?    
     Before the 2008 reunion, we would 
like to publish a book of ASA OKI-
NAWA reunion history and memories. 
We’ll take care of the history part, but 
we need your help with the memories. 
Please take the time to think a little 
while and write down some of your 
favorite memories and send them to 
us. They don’t have to be humorous, 
they can be nostalgic, sentimental, or 
whatever you remember best. If you 
can remember which reunion the 
memory occurred in, that would be 
great. To get you started, here are a 
couple memories (not necessarily 
from your ship) that we feel someone 
(if they are still living) will remember.  
 
      A Crewmember had borrowed 
$20.00 from a shipmate, and one or 
the other left the ship before the 
money was repaid. When they saw 
each other at the reunion, the debt 
was paid (in public at the banquet no 
less). 
     Two former WW II POW’s escaped 
from a POW Camp in Germany, be-
came separated in the night and 
never knew what happened to the 
other – until the first reunion. Both 
survived and attended the first reun-
ion – what a greeting when they first 
recognized each other. 
     A reservation got messed up and 

when a couple arrived at the reunion 
they had no room. The hotel was 
sold out so the hotel manager put up 
a bed in the “board room” to get 
them thru the night. (Hint, think 
Omaha) 
     A lady married to a shipmate dis-
covered she and another shipmate 
had dated years ago. Then it gets 
complicated. 
    Two former Officers nearly got 
into a fight because they remem-
bered the same incident so differ-
ently. 
 
     These kinds of memories are 
treasures – don’t let them die. For 
this book we’re not interested in 
what happened while you were in 
the military – just things you remem-
ber from the reunions. Each one of 
you that has ever attended a reunion 
has a memory. Please share it with 
us. Sending us the memory will also 
give your permission for us to use it 
in the book. 
     Again, please take a little time 
and think about the good times (or if 
you were unhappy about something) 
write them down and if you have e-
mail send it to: 

elainemlrs@charterinternet.com  
 If no e-mail you can either fax it to 
828-256-6559 or mail it to:  
 

ML & RS, Inc 
ATTN: Elaine 

PO Box 11399 
 Hickory, NC 28603 

__________ 

YOUR REUNION MEMORIES WANTED 

     Plans for the 2008 reunion in 
Charleston, SC have already be-
gun. The dates for the reunion 
have been confirmed for Septem-
ber 10—13, 2008 at the Sheraton 
Hotel. This hotel is a very nice fa-
cility, with free airport shuttle and 
all the amenities you would expect 
from a quality hotel. The next issue 
of the newsletter will preview the 
sites and activities available in the 
Charleston area. Charleston is al-
ways a favorite spot with military 
reunions, so keep these dates in 
mind as you plan your activities for 
2008. We hope to have a large 
turnout and a great time as usual.  

__________ 

The Torii Typhoon is Published By: 
Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc 
PO Drawer 11399 
Hickory, NC 28603 
828-256-6008 (voice) 
828-256-6559 (fax) 
Dinamlrs@charterinternet.com 
Larrymlrs@charterinternet.com  
karenmlrs@charterinternet.com 
WWW.MLRSINC.COM/ASAOKINAWA 
 
“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t Have 
To” Photo by Frank Nocerito 

2008 REUNION IN 
CHARLESTON 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRA-
TION REMINDER 

     Please check the membership 
expiration date on the outside of 
this newsletter envelope. If the 
date is 12/31/06, you will need to 
send in your membership dues of 
$10.00 to continue receiving The 
Torri Typhoon beyond that date. 
Dues are to be sent to Treasurer 
Tom Sturgeon, 12 Cherry Lane, 
Olmstead TWP, OH 44138-2916.  

__________ 


