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Special Points of
Interest

Learn about what has hay

pened with USS Pawcatu I‘F

since your visit to her a
the reunion in Norfolk. Se
Dave Willis's remarks of
the cover story.

Welcome Mat has elevd
new members for th
group. Hope they can joi
us at the Nashville reunior

WILLIS'S WORDS OF WISDOM

“Shipmates and Pawcatuck
amily,

Hello again from good
"old sunny Arizona. | hope
all of you have had a good
summer. Yes, some of you
pwere in the path of the hur-
sricanes, and | hope you all
h survived. It was sad to see
-all the destruction. One
thing we do not have much

|

D

Stan Sigel shares his memcontrol over and that is the

ory of the Pawcatuck’
crash during fueling. Se
Deck Force on page three|

See a letter from Ralp|
Jordan on page four abot
his uncle who, until hig
death, was the oldest livin
marine.

Pages five, six and sevq
contain articles about th
fate of the Pawcatuck.

weather.

F The picture of the ship
above is one of the last of
1three that were taken on
tthe 19th of October 2005 at
0907 as the ship was leav-
ging the Ghost Fleet off of
Fort Eustis, Va. where the
ship has been since Sep-
briember 1991 after being
b taken out of service. It is
sad to see our ship leave,
but we all knew it would

come some day. Four
years ago when Joe
Roades and | were able to
get on the ship, there were
109 ships out there. When
we came this year for our
reunion and took the char-
ter boat out to see the ship,
the count was just under
80. Now the count is just
less than 45. Since | have
been involved over the last
SiX years as your reunion
coordinator and kept up
with the status of our ship,
to me it is like having a
member of the family pass-
ing away. It was on the
2nd of October that | re-
ceived an email from
Robert Jacobson. He is
the worker that took Joe
and me out to the ship four
years ago. He has kept
me informed on the status

of our ship. | am trying to
get 100 small pieces from
the ship. If | am success-
ful and receive something
from the ship from the
scrap yard, the only way
anybody can get a piece is
to be at the reunion next
year in Nashville, TN. |
have two former shipmates
who have offered to pick
up the items, and they will
bring those items to Nash-
ville. Again let's hope we
get something. Any larger
pieces we will have an
auction. So to all of you, if
we do receive items we will
distribute by the order of
your reservation as re-
ceived at MLRS.

This is a copy of the
email | received from
Robert Jacobson on the

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)
2nd of Oct:

“Well, the 108 is getting ready to
make her final voyage, it will hap-
pen later this month. It saddens
me to tell you this as | understand
how much she means to you and
all of her other crew members. As |
am not at the office at this time |
can not provide you with any other
details.”

Then on the 3rd of Oct Robert
sent the following:

“| am in the office now and just
checked my monthly schedule. Itis
listed to leave on the 19th of Oct.
2005. “

Then on the 4th of Oct. Robert
sent the following:

“The ship is going to Bay
Bridge Enterprises in Chesapeake,
Va. *“

Today is the 22nd of November
2005. | talked to the person who is
in charge of the breaking apart
from Bay Bridge Enterprises yes-
terday. We might get something,
but not for sure. Keep your fingers
crossed. | have asked for some
pictures as the ship is being taken
apart. We will just wait and see.
Do not let that keep you from com-
ing to the reunion in Nashville. We
want to break last year’'s total as
that was just over 100. So please
come and join your shipmates and
renew stories. This year we really
heard some good stories.

Now on another note | would
like to invite the families who had a
member on our ship that are now
deceased to come to the reunion.
We would like to recognize the wid-
ows and family members at our
memorial service.

Now | am glad to report that our
web site is up and running. Thanks
go out to Gene Ott and his son Dan
who made up the web site. | am
sure all of you will appreciate the
work that was put into the program-
ming of our web site. To both of
them, | as your reunion coordinator,
want to say a big thank you. The
web site is as follows:

www.usspawcatuck.org.

So, for those of you who have
computers and are on line, take a

look and look forward to your com-
ments.

Until the next news letter, | want to
wish each and everyone of you who
are members of the Pawcatuck Fam-
ily a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Yes, another year
is just about over and another year
will be here, and let's hope we have
another good year. Remember the
troops serving our country and keep
them safe in all parts of the world.

Yours,
David Willis, Reunion coordinator for
the USS PAWCATUCK AO-108

MCPHERSON'S
MESSAGE

Ahoy Shipmates and members of the
PAWCATUCK Family,

As | sit here and write this note, on
December 4, 2005, it is a cool 31 de-
grees in the Buckeye State. THE
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY Buckeyes
have been invited to Sunny Arizona to
play THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTE
DAME, in the Fiesta Bowl, on January
2", 2006, and the CINCINNTI BEN-
GALS have a winning season.

The above named football teams
have nothing to do with our ship; how-
ever, we all have the same thing in
common. What is it you ask? Itis the
fact that we all have the same thing to
look forward to within the next 148
days. They, the two college football
teams, will have the opportunity to
complete their season on a winning
high, and the pro football team has
positioned themselves to win their
division. We, the members of the
USS PAWCATUCK, will assemble in
Nashville, Tennessee, 30 APRIL 2006
at 1200 Hours.

During this year’s reunion, we will
again renew friendships and establish
new friendships, as is the case each
year. We have located several new
members to add to the list of the
PAWCATUCK Family. Hopefully,
some of these new members will be
able to attend the reunion this year.

As you read this newsletter, our

ship has either been totally salvaged
or it is near completion. It is a sad
thought, but we are thankful that we
were able to see her last year.
Memories can not be destroyed. We
will always keep her alive in our
thoughts.

If you have not had the opportu-
nity to view our web site, | encourage
all to do so. To those who have
worked on this venture, | commend
you and thank you.

In closing, my wife Shirley and |
wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. We look
forward to being with you in Nashville
and we have the opportunity to ex-
ceed our numbers who attend over
last year's record of 100. Contact
those who you can to encourage
them to attend.

Happy Holidays,
Mark McPherson
Assistant Reunion Coordinator

TAKEN FROM THE
CRUISE JOURNAL
SPRING/SUMMER 1952

The officers and men of the
Pawcatuck are to be congratulated
on the wonderful safety record dur-
ing the Med cruise, especially the
deck force because of the more
hazardous work that has to be per-
formed by that department. The
only accident of any consequence
to prove injurious to a deck force
person was when Dick Empson
broke his nose a few weeks before
sailing for the Med, which necessi-
tated his being in the hospital a few
weeks. This, however, was not
caused by hazardous work, but re-
sulted when “Empy” and part of the
ship met during a little basketball
practice on the well deck. Another
unfortunate occurrence as a result
of basketball was when Will
Woolard lost a one hundred dollar
watch over the side, which made
him very sad.




WELCOME MAT

The following shipmates have
been located recently. Welcome
aboard. We hope to see you at the
reunion and that you will take an
active part in the association. We
welcome:

Gerry Ducan
4681 Harlem Rd
Galena, OH 49021

Mike Smith
3540 Gleneagles Ct
Snellville, GA 30039

Arthur Bonner

432 Rushmore St
Orange Park, FL 32073
bonerp@bellsouth.net

Johnny Wallace
538 Frandale Ave
Valinda, CA 91744

urbanoedu@msn.com

Bill Latchford (1959-61) SK1
PO Box 150
Liverpool, PA 17045
717-444-2102
blhel@pa.net

Robert Preston (1972-75)
RD1/0OSC ON Div
11745 Wattle Tree Rd N
Jacksonville, FL 32246
904-641-8991
bugman109@aol.com

Howard Hardin (1966-67)
SK3/c Supply
810 Dogwood Dr
Erwin, TN 37650
423-743-3119

William Franzel (1960-62)
MMS3 A Div
291 Bennett Dr
Sandusky, MI 48471
810-648-3027

Leroy Hill (1952-55) 2nd Div
RR 1 Box 1266
Herndon, PA 17830
570-425-2365
kingroyl01l@hotmail.com

Gene Goins BT1 B Div
1005 Sky Blue Dr
Knoxville, TN 37923
865-691-0477

Doug Jean (1972-75) HT3
721 Wander St
Sulphur, LA 70663
337-528-1440

TAP

The Pawcatuck Pilot has learned

of the following deaths since the last
newsletter. Our deepest sympathy
goes to the widows, families and
friends of the deceased. Anyone who
knows or learns of a shipmate’s
death, you are requested to notify
the newsletter so that person can be
listed in TAPS and also on the Honor
Roll at the next reunion.

Larry Harter (Late 1960's)
Main Propulsion Officer Eng. Dept
Died February 12, 2005

John Ray (1966-68)
M Eng. Dept
Died June 25, 2005

Bud Hogan (Early 1960's)
Died April 3, 2005

Tom Cassidy MSC
Died in 2000

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY
NEW YEAR

DECK FORCE

Dear Shipmates,

Concerning the collision be-
tween the FDR and the Pawcat-
uck:

In 1953 on a “Med Cruise” | was
the telephone talker on the bridge.

We were fueling at sea with a
calm sea. The fuel lines were at-
tached (after being passed) and
we were pumping diesel to the
USS Veasel (a destroyer) on our
starboard, and | believe high oc-
tane gasoline to the FDR on our
port. A destroyer was on the port of
the FDR receiving fuel or supplies.

The Pawcatuck lost steering
power and we started to go to star-
board and the Veasel. As | remem-
ber the Veasel cut or unattached
her fuel lines and we were spilling
diesel into the sea.

At this point in time the captain
shifted steering to “aft steering.” As
we were doing this, the lines to the
FDR broke and we were spilling
high octane into the sea.

At this time the steering (aft)
caught and we came hard to port.
Then the aft steering stopped func-
tioning.

We slowly, but steadily, headed
for the FDR. The captain on the
Pawcatuck ordered all but non-
essential personnel off the bridge
and the “word” was passed to get
ready to “leave” the ship.

| left the bridge, grabbed a life
jacket and watched as we collided
with the FDR. One of our booms
went into her smokestack and her
number became the 4.2.

At the time of the collision, the
sea was covered with high octane
gas and diesel fuel. | remember
thinking at the time that high oc-
tane was very flammable and even
a spark could set a fire or explo-
sion. Being 21 years old, | thought
| was indestructible, but as we col-
lided, | held my breath.

(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 3)

The ships separated and we
went away from the other ships and
worked on the steering.

Thirty minutes later the repairs
done and the captain reported we
were ready to return and commence
refueling. (Think he was expressing
opinion and not necessarily that of
the crew.)

This occurred fifty years ago and
still seems very clear to me.

My regards to all my shipmates
and | hope you all have good memo-
ries of the AO 108 USS Pawcatuck
as | do.

Stan Sigel
1006 Dell Dr
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Dear Sir:

As a plank owner, | feel | should
attend the annual reunions, how-
ever, age and health problems make
it impossible.

The Pawcatuck newsletter is fun
to receive.

Gene Brokel
SM3/c back in 1946

Hi Dave,

If you are going to do any memo-
ries or publications for the reunion,
let me know. At the funeral we had a
denim shirt that was hand decorated
for my dad (Frederick Erickson) by a
shipmate that he called “Mrs.
Smith.” One gentleman that came
remembered my dad’s first day on
the ship and also the “Mrs. Smith”
character.

| also have photo’s and a “Keel”
yearbook that | would love to bring
and see if | can identify some of the
men in the pictures.

Thanks,

Lisa (Erickson) Becker
741 West Bay Ave
Barnegat, NJ 08005

Dina,
| suppose the news of my Uncle

George Perkins dying is news worthy
to my Pawcatuck group since it was
carried on the front page of the
Shreveport Times, Shreveport, LA this
morning. (My father’s sister was mar-
ried to him—no genes for me.)

A full military funeral will be held
on Saturday in Shreveport, Louisiana.
Uncle George was 106 years old
and believed to be the oldest living
marine . (From The World War—now
known as #1.) George was married to
Miriam Jordan Perkins, my dad’s sis-
ter.

Ralph Jordan

George Perkins with songwriters
Craig Wiseman and Tim Nichols on
Nov. 11, 2004 at the 75th anniversary
of the Municipal Auditorium. George
died on February 9, 2005.

Dear Ralph,

| wanted to let you know that John
(Ray) died on June 25th. He fought a
long and courageous battle with can-
cer for about 9 years, and it was time
for him to go. | appreciate your call
after you got back from the Pawcat-
uck reunion. Also, | wanted you to
know that he really enjoyed the pic-
tures that you sent up. John enjoyed
his days in the Navy aboard the Paw-
catuck.

We were going through some film
a few months ago and came across a
film of a “refueling at sea.” He asked
me to send it to you. | will be sending
that along in a few weeks with some
other pictures, and you can do what-
ever you want with them—keep them,

forward them to someone else, or
throw them out. | will keep the things
| want regarding his time in the Navy.

Thank you for your concern and
care. It has been interesting to hear
about his Navy days.

Regards,
Rosemary Ray

The Pawcatuck Pilot is Published by:
Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc
PO Drawer 11399

Hickory, NC 28603

828-256-6008 (voice)

828-256-6559 (fax)

E-mail addresses:
Dinamlrs@charterinternet.com
karenmlrs@charterinternet.com
www.mlrsinc.com (web site)

“Our Reunions Work So You Don't Have
To”

Financial Statement
Balance after 06/05 issue $168.82
Funds received since 06/05
$848.00

Funds available for 12/05 $1016.82
Funds used for 12/05 issue
$582.88

Balance remaining for 03/06 issue
$433.94

PLEASE CONTINUE TO CONTRIB-
UTE $5.00 TO THE NEWSLETTER.
YOUR $5.00 CAN KEEP IT COMING
EACH QUARTER. SEND CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO ML&RS, INC. TO OUR AD-
DRESS ABOVE.

2006 PAWCATUCK
REUNION

APRIL 30-MAY3
NASHVILLE, TN

HOLIDAY INN
SELECT HOTEL




REMEMBERING THE PAWCATUCK (A0-108)

Two More in “Ghost

Fleet” Set for Scrap
By Scott Harper, The Virginia Pilot
September 22, 2005

The James River Reserve Fleet,
nicknamed the “ghost fleet,” will
shrink by two more ships, according
to the U.S. Maritime Administration,
which announced another round of
contracts Wednesday to scrap two
anchored behemoths later this year.

Once the two are gone, there will
be 45 unwanted vessels left bobbing
in the middle of the James River,
near Fort Eustis in Newport News.

Bay Bridge Enterprises, a salvage
yard in Chesapeake, will receive
$569,373 to cut up and recycle the
Pawcatuck, a former tanker built in
1946. It measures 644 feet long, but
contains no waste oil or fuel, accord-
ing to government inventories.

Marine Metals, a scrap yard in
Brownsville, Texas, will be paid
$565,827 to dismantle the other
ghost fleet ship—the Santa Lucia, a
cargo vessel built in 1966 that still
holds 281 long tons of waste fuels,
records indicate.

Congress has set a September
2006 deadline to get rid of more than
100 obsolete ships anchored in Vir-
ginia, California and Texas waters.
Lawmakers are worried the aging
ships might spring leaks and create
devastating petroleum spills.

But in a report to Congress in
April, the Maritime Administration
said it did not expect to meet the
deadline, though it touted recent
strides to slowly winnow the fleets.

Virginia Gov. Mark R. Warner has
called the ghost fleet “a ticking time
bomb.” On Wednesday, U.S. Sen.
George Allen, R-Va., described the
latest disposal contracts as “another
positive step” in a drive to safely rid
the James River of the environ-
mental risks.

The ghost fleet contract is the
third that Bay Bridge Enterprises has
been awarded this summer, bringing

All articles submitted by David Willis

five ships to its docks on the Eliza-
beth River. Together, the contracts
are worth $1.3 million.

Also Wednesday, the Maritime
Administration said it was paying two
other Texas ship breakers more than
$1.5 million to dismantle two vessels
mothballed in Suisun Bay, near San
Francisco.

Since August 2004, the agency
has awarded disposal contracts for
23 ghost fleet ships, including nine
this summer. Most of the flimsiest
vessels have left the James River
under a “worst first” policy the Mari-
time Administration has followed.

Maritime Administration
Moves Ahead on Ship

Disposal
From the US Department of Trans-
portation Office of Public Affairs

The Maritime Administration to-
day announced four new disposal
contracts for obsolete ships in its
National Defense Reserve Fleet.
Two of the ships are in the James
River Reserve Fleet in Virginia, and
two are in the Suisun Bay, near San
Francisco, CA. Three of the ships will
be dismantled in Brownsville, TX,
and one in Chesapeake, VA.

“Our ship disposal policy of ‘worst
first' has worked for us,” said Deputy
Maritime Administrator John Jamian.
“We have cleared out the ships in the
worst condition, most of which were
in the James River. Now we can
work ahead and dispose of ships
before the situation becomes so criti-
cal.”

The Santa Lucia, a 1966-vintage
cargo ship, currently in the James
River site, will be towed to the Ma-
rine Metal facility in Brownsville, un-
der the terms of contract worth
$565,827; the Pawcatuck, a tanker
built in 1946, also in the James
River, will go to Bay Bridge Enter-
prises of Chesapeake, under a con-
tract worth $569,373. A contract for
$1,299,327 to dismantle the 1958-

vintage tanker Connecticut, now at
Suisun Bay was awarded to Inter-
national Shipbreaking, Ltd., of
Brownsville; and ESCO Marine,
also of Brownsville, was awarded a
contract to tow and dismantle the
Nemasket, a tanker built in 1942,
for $1,224,100.

“The removal of the Santa Lucia
and the Pawcatuck is another posi-
tive step in the proper manage-
ment of the James River Reserve
Fleet,” Senator George Allen said.
“Along with members of the Vir-
ginia delegation, Deputy Maritime
Administrator John Jamian and
other government officials, | will
continue to work hard and remain
vigilant to protect the James River,
and the interests of Virginians who
depend on it for their recreation
and commerce.”

The James River Reserve Fleet
and the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet
are two of the three National De-
fense Reserve Fleet (NDRF) an-
chorage sites. MARAD maintains
the NDRF as a reserve of ships for
national defense and national
emergencies. When ships are no
longer considered viable for de-
fense or aid missions, MARAD
arranges for their responsible dis-
posal.

Local Salvage Yard

Takes on Ghost Fleet
By Scott Harper, The Virginia Pilot

21 March 2004-CHESAPEAKE

They are squeezed into a nar-
row channel of the Elizabeth River
like cattle in a pen, bound together
so tightly that workers can step
from one ship to the next without
even noticing.

Five rusted old vessels from the
infamous Ghost Fleet, known for-
mally as the James River Reserve
Fleet, are being gutted of their
toxic innards here. By summer,

(Continued on page 6)
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they will have been reduced to thou-
sands of chunks of steel, each the
size of a doorstop.

What will remain of these an-
tique giant cargo ships, retired Navy
warriors, gray support vessels, all
more than 500 feet long, will be sold
as scrap, their 50-year-old fuels
recycled or burned, their massive
hulls gone but for the memories of
former sailors.

Mike Dunavant is the general
manager of Bay Bridge Enterprises,
the Chesapeake salvage yard dis-
mantling the ships under a $2.7 mil-
lion government contract.

Dunavant is a former history
teacher who fell into shipbreaking
by chance, though he now walks
along the dirt-lined docks and talks
into his dusty two-way radio like an
old pro.

“Yeah, well, we're out here near
the drag-up slip with a couple re-
porters,” he said into the black radio
that had just rung with yet another
message from his secretary. “Tell
‘em I'll have to get with ‘em later.”

Bay Bridge Enterprises is the
only Virginia yard that won a con-
tract last year from the U.S. Mari-
time Administration to break Ghost
Fleet ships with money approved on
Capitol Hill. Congress has set a
deadline of 2006 to dispose of more
than 70 obsolete vessels parked in
storage in the middle of the James
River, off Fort Eustis in Newport
News.

Bay Bridge, along with its New
Jersey-based environmental spe-
cialist, Clean Venture, has bid to
dismantle up to seven more ships
this coming fiscal year.

Congress recently appropriated
$16 million to keep the cleanup ef-
fort going.

French and German TV news
crews have visited the Chesapeake
yard since its initial award last fall.
They wanted to know the same
thing: Are Dunavant and other
American shipbreakers mad at their
British competitors for “taking” their
work?

The reference is to a controver-
sial, $17 million contract between

the Maritime Administration and Able
UK, a British salvage yard, to cut up
as many as 13 ships towed across
the Atlantic to Teeside, England, off
the North Sea.

The deal is being challenged by
environmentalists in America and
British courts, and remains in limbo,
even as four ships that survived the
ocean crossing sit anchored near
Able UK'’s docks.

A federal judge in Washington
next month will hear arguments from
the Sierra Club and two other groups
that the shipments violate national
and international environmental law.
Like Dunavant, the activists want the
ships dismantled in America.

“They don’t want our hazardous
waste in their country,” Dunavant
said of British opposition. “And, you
know, it's a fair argument. How do
you think Americans would react if
the British wanted to bury their
PCBs, their asbestos, in our soil?

PCBs and asbestos are just two
of the toxic materials stuffed inside
the old ships. PCBs (short for poly-
chlorinated biphenyls) are thought to
cause cancer and were used in wir-
ing and gauges.

Asbestos, also carcinogenic, was
wrapped around pipes and mixed
into floor tiles and walls, as a flame
retardant.

The wastes are being yanked
from the ships, wire by wire, tile by
tile, by teams of workers who wear
respirators and plastic, protective
suits. Durnavant and Clean Venture
has hired about 45 workers, most of
them local, to complete the dirty,
hard job.

After they finish their shifts, the
laborers must remove their coveralls
and wash off in a decontamination
trailer, built inside a fenced-in square
along the docks. Warning signs and
safety reminders are fastened to the
shiny chain-link fence. A guard with a
clipboard and red flag controls ac-
cess.

Clarence LaMora, operations
manager for Clean Venture, de-
scribed how the hazardous wastes
are to be handled: They are double-
bagged, tied and stored away from
the docks in separate cargo contain-

ers.

Once the metal containers are
full, trucks haul them to -cerified
waste sites on the East Coast. Their
weights, dates of removal and desti-
nations are logged onto reams of
records, which government inspec-
tors can easily check.

The asbestos is going to a special
landfill in King and Queen County in
Eastern Virginia. Lead paint chips,
vacuumed from decks and steel sid-
ings, are being taken to a hazardous-
waste landfill in Pennsylvania. The
PCBs are going to a toxic dump in
New York, LaMora said.

The biggest environmental threats
from the ships, he said, are their
waste oils, stored for decades in
tanks below the water line.

The fuels are highly toxic, often
containing heavy metals and other
contaminants that have leached from
the tanks. If spilled through holes in
thinning hulls, the wastes could
threaten waterways and wildlife,
LaMora said.

One study suggested that if just
two ships anchored in the James
River were to spill their contents, as
much as 50 miles of historic waters
would be tainted, including those
touching nature sanctuaries, James-
town Island and key shellfish
grounds.

Earlier this month, workers were
removing black, oily water from dark
hold within the Robert C. Conrad, a
support ship built in 1962. The liquid
was being pumped through a thin
hose, not unlike what motorists put in
their cars at gas stations, leading to
a green fuel truck parked along the
water. A worker sat and watched for
leaks. He wore a hard hat and
looked bored.

“It's not much to see,” Dunavant
said while observing the scene. “But
it's important work, and we’ve got to
have all safety precautions in place.”

The state initially wanted Bay
Bridge Enterprises to apply for an
individual environmental permit for
the shipbreaking, a process that
could have taken months; after all,
the yard has almost no experience
with shipbreaking. But state officials

(Continued on page 7)
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relented after Clean Venture was
hired and promised “zero dis-
charges” to the Elizabeth River, ac-
cording to case records.

Clean Venture was the environ-
mental contractor that helped scrub
the Coral Sea, a Navy warship, and
has experience in abating asbestos,
swabbing oil spills and decontami-
nating soils. It has opened a Chesa-
peake branch office, mostly to over-
see the Ghost Fleet work.

Much of the work is being done
while the ships sit in the water, a
fact that bothers some environmen-
talists. They fear that wastes might
fall into the Elizabeth River, and say
dry docks would be safer. Dunavant
scoffs at the criticism, saying that, if
done correctly, there is little differ-
ence between wet and dry ship-
breaking.

The five ghost ships, Catawba
Victory (built in 1945), Marine Fid-
dler (1945), Petre (1946), Opportune
(1945), and the Conrad (1962) will
be dragged onto a muddy beach at
the edge of the yard and cut up with
hydraulic sheers, like giant scissors.
It is similar to what the British yard
would do, if its contract clears legal
challenges.

One big difference, however, is
that Able UK still does not have all
of its government permits in hand,
and the British Environmental
Agency has instructed the yard to go
back and reapply for at least one
key approval, saying it was misled
about certain aspects of the work.

Bay Bridge Enterprises did not
want to make the same mistakes,
and spend nearly a year lining up
approvals before bidding on the fed-
eral contract. It has invited inspec-
tors to the site, and has set up a
work trailer at its docks for govern-
ment overseers to use.

“People thought we were crazy
for being so open,” Dunavant said.
“There was a time in this industry
that you kept your mouth shut and
didn’t tell anyone what you were up
to, including the press.”

“But we're changing that. Let’'s go
see some ships!”

USS PAWCATUCK (AO-108) MAKES
ITS LAST TRIP

October 19, 2005, 0907 hours: Tugs maneuver USS Paw catuck (AO-
108) down the James River to be dismantled.




Picture taken from the USS PAWCATUCK 1968 Cruise Bo ok.

BE THANKFUL!

Be thankful that you don't al-
ready have everything you de-
sire—if you did, what would
there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don't
know something, for it gives you
the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for your limita-
tions—they give you opportuni-
ties for improvement.

Be thankful for your mis-
takes...they will teach you valu-
able lessons.

Be thankful when you're tired

and weary... because it means
you've given your all.

It's easy to be thankful for the
‘good’ things...yet, a life of rich fulfill-
ment comes to those who are thank-
ful for the setbacks.

Gratitude can turn a negative into
a positive. Find a way to be thankful
for your troubles and they can be-
come your blessings.

Author unknown

STATEMENT OF
PUBLICATION

The PAWCAUCK PILOT is the
official publication of the USS PAW-
CATUCK AO-108 Association. It will
be published quarterly in March,
June, September, and December,
subject to receiving sufficient fund-
ing. The Newsletter is funded by
voluntary contributions from the
membership. All members are en-
couraged to support the voice of the
PAWCATUCK. A financial statement
appears in each issue of the newslet-
ter.

The newsletter is intended to be a
vehicle for the members to express
opinions, make suggestions and es-
pecially share experiences.

Unless otherwise stated, the
views and opinions printed in the
newsletter are those of the article’s
writer, and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the Association
leadership or the Editor of the News-
letter.

All letters and stories submitted
will be considered for publication,
except unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters requesting the
writer's name be withheld will be
honored, but published on a space
available basis. Signed letters with
no restrictions will be given priority.

Letters demeaning to another
shipmate will not be printed; letters
espousing a political position will not
be printed.

The editor reserves the right to
edit letters to conform to space limi-
tations and grammar.

You are encouraged to actively
participate in the newsletter family by
submitting your stories and sugges-
tions.

SANTA CLAUS

The real Santa Claus lived in Turkey.
St. Nicholas was bishop of the Turkish
town of Myra in the early 4th century. It
was the Dutch who first made him into a
Christmas gift-giver, and Dutch settlers
brought him to America where his name
eventually became the familiar Santa
Claus.




