USS PROMETHEUS/USS VESTAL CREWMEMBER PROFILES

(File is currently 29 pages long) Updated 08/13/09

Alexander, Lester E

Nickname Alex Rate EM 2/c Division Electrical
Spouse Florence Hometown McPherson, KS
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-06 Years To 1943-11

Civilian Occupation Ministry
Special Hobbies  Fishing, Golf, Travel

Favorite Memory Probably our trip to Sydney, Australia for some R&R. Being a member of the ship's
crew I didn't go aboard many of the vessels the Prometheus repaired. One repair we
made on the South Dakota was a rich memory. I did happen to see one of my cousins
who was a MP riding a motorcycle down the street in Neumia and we were able to visit
awhile.

Worst Memory  New Caledonia is not exactly the Ritz, and so getting to go ashore every 20 days for 3
hours was not too exciting. Neumia is not filled with too many exciting places to visit.

Children 2 Grandchildren 6 GGl

Special Comments [ have never been able to attend a reunion of the PCS-1460, which I understand is at
Branson, MO this year. I would like to. Also, I have not found any of the men who
were with me in the commissioning gang of this ship. If anyone recognizes my name
of that group, please contact me. I have the names and a picture I could send.

Alire, Jesse E

Nickname Jess Rate Coxswain Division Ist
Spouse Genevieve Hometown San Luis, CO
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943-06 Years To 1945-11

Civilian Occupation Work for the Air Force as Supervisor for the Survival Equipment
Special Hobbies Fishing, Walking and Upholstery

Favorite Memory I met a bunch of fine people

Worst Memory | have None

Children 6 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments

Andruszkewicz, Stephen A

Nickname Rate Division
Spouse Hometown

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From Years To
Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments I'm the oldest son of Benjamin J. Andruszkewicz CEM 1936-1943 aboard USS Vestal
AR-4. My dad & mom (Marie) both passed away in 1983. I attended the Reno 2005
reunion and shared some of my dad's memorabilia with those attending. I plan to
attend future reunions as time and scheduling permit.



Andruszkewicz, Benjamin J

Nickname Rate Division Electric
Spouse Hometown Brooklyn, NY
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1936 Years To 1943

Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Deceased

Favorite Memory Buddies on the ship

Worst Memory  Pearl Harbor attack

Children 4 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Arab, Harold D

Nickname Eames Rate Sl/c Division st
Spouse Nettie Hometown Omaha, NE
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Sales Mgr for Chevrolet Dealership

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory Liberty in Hong Kong

Worst Memory  Okinawa

Children 4 Grandchildren 12
Special Comments

Banchero, Michael E

Nickname Mike Rate EM 1/C Division Elec
Spouse Eva Hometown San Francisco, CA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05 Years To 1945-11

Civilian Occupation Retired from Pacific Gas & Elec as a Supv in the Electric Under Ground Dept.
Special Hobbies Baseball, Hunting, Bowling

Favorite Memory Liberty in Sidney. Australia

Worst Memory  Living on Spam

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments



Bean, Francis A

Nickname Rate MS 2/c Division

Spouse Mable Hometown Arnold, NE

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1937-09 Years To 1941-05
Civilian Occupation Construction

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Belling, William G

Nickname Bill Rate BKR 3/c Division S
Spouse Carol Hometown Republic, WA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1945 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Rural Letter Carrier-US Postal Service
Special Hobbies  Golf, Bowling

Favorite Memory Arriving in Bremerton in 1946

Worst Memory  Typhoon off Okinawa, Sept or Oct 1945
Children 3 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Bowman, John E

Nickname JEB Rate BT Division B

Spouse Rose Ann Hometown Louisville, KY

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942 Years To 1944
Civilian Occupation Heat treat Inspector (Retired)
Special Hobbies Pocket Knife collecting

Favorite Memory In late Aug. 1942 the 44 day tow from Pearl Harbor to Normea, New Caledonia. The
tow as ARD?2 floating dry dock, 2 small tug boats YO24 Yard Oiler, plus an aviation
supply barge. The escort was an old two stack Destroyer. The PROMETHEUS kept 2
men on watch of tow line 24 hrs a day on the fan-tail of the ship. About ten days out our
radar picked up what seemed to be 2 Jap cruisers and 4 Jap destroyers. Whatever it was
they must have thought the dry dock was an aircraft carrier. They decided not to attack.
Except for a little rough weather, the tow was a success.

Worst Memory  The sinking of the USS HELENA CL-50 in July 1943 after our boiler repair crew
rebricked its boiler fire boxes in March of 1943.

Children 5 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments



Breinling, John H

Nickname Rate FC2 Division Repair
Spouse Beatrice Hometown Benton Harbor, MI
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05 Years To 1943-05

Civilian Occupation Insurance Agency

Special Hobbies  Fishing, Golf, and Gardening

Favorite Memory Fishing off the fantail & gambling

Worst Memory  The trip to Nomea

Children 3 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments While aboard the Prometheus, I did salvage diving. Frank Prebezich and I were part
of a Navy diving group that worked on the Oklahoma, getting it ready to raise it,
before our trip to Nomea. We were in Pearl for several months before we left for
Nomea, towing the dry-dock with a loaded yard oiler inside and another one in tow. |
think it was the later part of Sept or Oct 1942. Our refueling stop was Pago-Pago,
Samoa and I believe it took us 28 days doing 6-8 knots. I was a repairman, either
gunnery electronic gear or haul inspection and repair. I left the ship in May 1943,
back to the states to pick up the light carrier USS CABOT CVL-28. In Nov '44 we
received heavy damage in that typhoon and they repaired us and had us ready for
battle in about 8 days. I could go on, anyway I've some very fond memories of this old
ship.

Brinwall, Arne M

Nickname Rate SM2/c Division 4th
Spouse Joy Hometown Minneapolis, MN
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Switchman Burlington Northern Railroad
Special Hobbies Wood Working and Fishing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Brown, Ted G

Nickname Rate PHM 1/C Division
Spouse Laura Hometown Portland, OR
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-02 Years To 1946-01

Civilian Occupation Civil Engineer, Construction Manager

Special Hobbies Bicycling, Riding, Traveling, Elderhostels Volunteering
Favorite Memory Sydney, Australia, Hong Kong, VJ Day

Worst Memory  Okinawa Typhoon

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments



Brown, Fred D

Nickname Rate Coxswain Division

Spouse Helen Hometown Hugheston, WV

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1945 Years To 1946
Civilian Occupation Railroad

Special Hobbies  Golf, Fishing

Favorite Memory Our call at Hong Kong

Worst Memory  Our service at Okinawa

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Carleton, Ernest S

Nickname Ernie Rate COX Division Sail Locker
Spouse Sallie Hometown Kansas City, MO
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Over the Road Truck Driver, Graham Ship by Truck (30 Yrs)
Special Hobbies  Volunteer to raise Missouri orphaned and injured wildlife
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Castle, Bob F.

Nickname Rate RM2 Division Radio C

Spouse Hometown Denver, CO

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942 Years To 1944
Civilian Occupation US Post Office

Special Hobbies Travel

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments



Christensen, Knud

Nickname Chris Rate QM2 Division Nav
Spouse Mary Hometown Howell, MI

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05 Years To 1943-01
Civilian Occupation US Navy 30 Yrs Retired CW04

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory A good ship

Worst Memory

Children 7 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments

Copeland, J. Richard "Dick"

Nickname Dick Rate RM 2/c Division 4th
Spouse Hometown Rock Camp, WV
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1945 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Insurance Agent and Apartments Owner, Mgr
Special Hobbies  Golf and Motor homing

Favorite Memory Liberty in Hong Kong, China and Honolulu

Worst Memory  Suicide planes at Okinawa and typhoons

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments Inactive Naval Reserves as an Ensign from 1949-1959.

Cuchna, Frank S

Nickname Cuch Rate M l/c Division Repair
Spouse Helen Hometown
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1943 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Painter and Paper Hanger

Special Hobbies  Golf, Bowling, Family

Favorite Memory Hawaii

Worst Memory  Okinawa

Children 6 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments



Daigle, Fernand P

Nickname Fert Rate MS 3/c Division 2nd, 3rd, 5th
Spouse Rilma Hometown Morgan City, LA
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1942 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Boat Owner

Special Hobbies = Gardening, Fishing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Delsescaux, Charles W

Nickname Charlie Rate SF2/C
Spouse Jeanne Hometown Oakland, CA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944

Civilian Occupation Plumbing, Police Officer (Retired)

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory Going thru the Hurricane or typhoon in South China Sea
Worst Memory  One Chief

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Division Repair/Ships Co

Years To 1945

Denman, J. Burton

Nickname Rate CDR Division Commu
Spouse Rita Hometown Brownwood, TX
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-02-02  Years To 1945-07-11

Civilian Occupation Investment Advisor and Tax Consultant
Special Hobbies Investments, Computers

Favorite Memory Trip to Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory  Problems with loss of classified document.
Children 3 Grandchildren 8
Special Comments



Eames, Harold D

Nickname Rate S 1/c Division 1st
Spouse Nettie Hometown Omaha, NE
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944-09 Years To 1946-06

Civilian Occupation Sales Mgr Chevrolet Dealership

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory Liberty in Hong Kong, China

Worst Memory  Typhoon in Okinawa & kamikazes

Children 4 Grandchildren 12

Special Comments

Eaton, Walter E

Nickname Walt Rate SM 3/c Division 4th
Spouse Bonnie Hometown Salt Lake City, UT
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Quality control specialist

Special Hobbies  Golf, Trailer Traveling

Favorite Memory 10 day in Australia

Worst Memory  Working in the laundry

Children 8 Grandchildren 25
Special Comments

Evans, Walter R

Nickname Rate SM 3/c Division Signal Gang
Spouse Joyce Hometown St Louis, MO
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1942 Years To 1943

Civilian Occupation Employee in tire manufacturing (Goodyear)

Special Hobbies North American Railroad History, Major League Baseball, Naval History, College
Basketball

Favorite Memory Our visit to Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory  The humidity and heat at Espiritu Santo
Children 1 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments



Fitts, Robert L

Nickname Rate MMS/3

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Albion, MI

Ship USS PROMETHEUS/VESTAL Years From 1945
Civilian Occupation Electro-Mechanical Engineer

Special Hobbies Music

Favorite Memory Coming home after the war

Worst Memory  Typhoon

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Division Repair

Years To 1946

Fitzgerald, Edward Kenneth

Nickname Fitz Rate PHM l/c
Spouse Betty Hometown Lansing, MI
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-05

Civilian Occupation Architect

Special Hobbies Photography, Amateur Radio

Favorite Memory "The Prom Panics"

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Division Medical

Years To 1946-01

Flynn, Joseph M

Nickname Joe Rate M 1/C

Spouse Corinne Hometown Chicago, IL

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944
Civilian Occupation Pipe fitter

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Shipmates

Worst Memory

Children 3 Grandchildren 9
Special Comments

Division 5-S

Years To 1946



Foutz, Harry

Nickname Happy Rate SK2/C Division 7th
Spouse Betty Hometown Dayton, OH
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Car Manager

Special Hobbies Gardening & Fishing

Favorite Memory Coming home to the Golden Gate Bridge

Worst Memory  Submarine Attacks in Peleliu, Philippines
Children 6 Grandchildren 15

Special Comments

Frey, Earl A

Nickname Whitey Rate Cox Division st

Spouse Arlene Hometown Cincinnati, OH

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-04 Years To 1946-04

Civilian Occupation Milkman for 30 Yrs

Special Hobbies  Antique Cars and Home Life

Favorite Memory All the good guys you lived with

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Gaither, Ted W

Nickname Ted Rate MS 1/C Division Weld

Spouse Joyce Hometown Tulsa, OK

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1992 Years To 1995
Civilian Occupation None (Retired)

Special Hobbies  Still welding

Favorite Memory None in particular

Worst Memory  The anchorage at Kossol Passage

Children 4 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments



Garrett, John A

Nickname Rate M 3/c Division 5 S Div/Welding

Spouse Helen Hometown Portsmouth, VA

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944-08 Years To 1946-06
Civilian Occupation Building and Grounds Maintenance Mechanic (29 Years General Electric, Salem, VA)
Special Hobbies Study Hobos, Welding Statues

Favorite Memory Coming from Hong Kong, China and into the Puget Sound

Worst Memory  Typhoons 1945

Children 4 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Gibson, Boyd Allen

Nickname Pinky Rate MM 1/C Division Ship Co Aux
Spouse Temple Hometown Portland, OR
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05 Years To 1944-01

Civilian Occupation Elementary Education (Retired)

Special Hobbies Outdoor Activities-Fishing for salmon and steelhead
Favorite Memory Trip to Sydney 1943

Worst Memory  Leaving the ship Jan 1944

Children 4 Grandchildren 13

Special Comments

Gillin, Ralph S

Nickname Rate M 1/C Division 5
Spouse Thelma Hometown Johnstown, PA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943-12 Years To 1946-01

Civilian Occupation Carpenter

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing

Favorite Memory Trip to Sydney 1943

Worst Memory  Typhoons

Children 2 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments



Grosso, Sal

Nickname Sal Rate ETM 2/c Division Radio Repair

Spouse Rae (Dolly) Hometown Brooklyn, NY

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944 Years To 1945
Civilian Occupation Division Manager in what is now called Verizon

Special Hobbies  Golf, Politics

Favorite Memory Surviving typhoon off Okinawa. Thousands of ships in Leyte Gulf preparing for invasior
Worst Memory  Scraping bottom of ship in dry dock

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Hoagland, James W

Nickname Jim Rate Elec 2/C Division Elec Sh

Spouse Anna Hometown Louisville, KY

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1945-01 Years To 1946-01
Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Fishing & Woodwork

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 6 Grandchildren 10

Special Comments

Hudson, Chuck

Nickname Chuck Rate BM 2/C Division 1st

Spouse Revah Hometown Trenton, MO

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943-11 Years To 1945-08
Civilian Occupation Owner of Radio & TV Sales & Service

Special Hobbies Collect Antique Radios & Wives

Favorite Memory Night the war ended

Worst Memory  When [ was coxswain of a whale boat and was called away for a four hour trip each way
to an SC run aground at the net. The sea was VERY ROUGH and we took huge waves
over the bow all the way back.

Children 0 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments



Hughes, Frank T

Nickname Rate Division
Spouse Patricia Hometown Cataldo, ID
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Sawmill Laborer and Carpenter for Bunker Hill Mines in Kellogg, ID
Special Hobbies Gardening and Reading

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren

Special Comments Frank passed away on April 18, 2006 following four years of kidney dialysis. He had
turned 90 years old on March 11, 2006. He always enjoyed the news sent out each
year and the book I had ordered for him. He had many fond memories and some not so
good. We had moved from Idaho to Spokane, WA to be near our 2 daughters, when
he was beginning to feel so bad in 1995. If anyone remembers him from his days in
the foundry or the old "Flying P" I would be glad to correspond. I have some pictures
I could share. Sincerely
Patty Hughes

Jones, Lemuel R

Nickname Lem Rate E2-E-6 Division Radio
Spouse Evelyn Hometown Leith, ND
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941-06 Years To 1945-08

Civilian Occupation US Postal Service

Special Hobbies None

Favorite Memory Getting off

Worst Memory  When bomb hit 12/7/41

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Kell, Melvin F

Nickname Mel Rate MMS 3/C Division 5th
Spouse Phyllis Hometown Merrill, WI
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943-12 Years To 1945-05

Civilian Occupation Sales Representative

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, (Playing softball when younger)
Favorite Memory Visiting Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory  None

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments [ am sorry to inform you that my husband Melvin Kell passed away on April 10,
2003. He had Alzheimer's for five years before his death, but a return of colon cancer
caused his death.

Mel had many fond memories of his days aboard the USS PROMETHEUS.
Yours truly,
Phyllis Kell



Kjos, Paul E

Nickname Rate FC3/C Division Fire Ctrl
Spouse Mary Hometown Clarkfield, MN
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Student

Special Hobbies  Fishing, Hunting, Sports

Favorite Memory Meeting the 2 Man Suicide Subs in the Harbor in the Islands
Worst Memory  Storm coming out of Sydney, Australia

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

Klenner, George

Nickname Rate FC-3CIA Division 3rd
Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Johnstown, PA
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1943-06 Years To 1944-10

Civilian Occupation Railroad Engineer-Retired in 1986

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory The day I got on the Ship

Worst Memory  The day they transferred me

Children 5 Grandchildren 9  GG2

Special Comments

Knoop, Stanley C

Nickname Stan Rate SK?2/c Division Supply

Spouse Joyce Hometown Frederick, CO

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941-10 Years To 1944-04
Civilian Occupation Toxic chemical handler

Special Hobbies My Masonic Lodge

Favorite Memory All the friends I made

Worst Memory Dec 7, 1941

Children 4 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments



Knuteson, Merle E

Nickname

Spouse Inez - Deceased Janua
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3)
Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 1

Special Comments

Rate FC2/C
Hometown Lodi, WI

Years From 1944-01

Grandchildren 2

Division 5-O

Years To 1946-01

Koppin, Clifford (Pete) E

Nickname Pete

Spouse Patricia

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3)
Civilian Occupation Home Builder
Special Hobbies Working

Favorite Memory

Rate WT 3/c
Hometown Newton, [A

Years From 1944-01

Division 3rd

Years To 1946-05

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren  4+4 Step

Special Comments

Kozel, Anton

Nickname Tony Rate MMC Division M

Spouse Ruth

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4)
Civilian Occupation Machinist
Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4

Special Comments

Hometown Omaha, NE

Years From 1937-01

Grandchildren 12

Years To 1944-05



Lawson, Dennis

Nickname Rate Division
Spouse Hometown

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From Years To
Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments My father was Murray Lawson. He served on the VESTAL from before Pearl Hrbor
to the end of the war. He hot out as a CSC. I live near KC and can help with Reunion
activities if it would be beneficial. Dennis Lawson

Levine, Seymour

Nickname Rate RDM 2/c Division Radio
Spouse Sarah Hometown New York, NY
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944 Years To 1945-11

Civilian Occupation Garment Center-Computer Manager

Special Hobbies  Fishing

Favorite Memory USO shows and in Hong Kong at the end of the war.
Worst Memory  Seeing all ships that were hit with the planes still on deck
Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Lewaine, Robert W

Nickname Rate RT l/c Division S5SE
Spouse Genevieve (deceased) Hometown Jersey City, NJ
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-04 Years To 1944

Civilian Occupation Electrical Industrial Control Systems Expert
Special Hobbies Photography, Fishing, Model Railroad building
Favorite Memory Going to Sydney
Worst Memory  Leaving Sydney
Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments



Littell, John

Nickname Jack Rate EM 1/C Division 5-E
Spouse Melbruo Hometown Phoenix, AZ
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-12 Years To 1948-04

Civilian Occupation Service Dept, Credit Dept, Arizona Public Service (35 Yrs)
Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing

Favorite Memory Trips to Australia

Worst Memory  Being restricted the last three days in Sydney

Children 0 Grandchildren 0

Special Comments

Lloyd, Clyde W

Nickname Rate SF l/c Division 5th
Spouse Billie Hometown Nashville, TN
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941-12 Years To 1945-09

Civilian Occupation Body Shop Estimator

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Lytle, Joe L

Nickname Jig Love Rate RM 3/c Division Comm
Spouse Hazel Hometown New Plymouth, ID
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-01 Years To 1945-05

Civilian Occupation Public School Teacher
Special Hobbies RV'ing

Favorite Memory 3 or 4 guys who played guitars and entertained us while we waited for darkness for a
movie. (in the Plau Is., I believe)

Worst Memory  Pulling out of Botany Bay into high seas at midnight with most of the crew incapacitated
from 10 days of liberties

Children 9 Grandchildren 17
Special Comments



Malikin, Hiram Ben

Nickname Rate Division

Spouse Dorothy Hometown Washington, DC

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1946
Civilian Occupation Linotype Operator (Printer)

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments My Father died in 1971, but I wanted his name to be alongside of his buddies. He was
a quiet man who like many veterans didn't talk very much about his Military
experiences. I have been enjoying others sharing their memories of life on the
PROMETHEUS and am so sorry he didn't tell me more of the stories. He learned his
trade (Printer) while on board and did describe the crew hazing that occurred when
crossing the Equator. He also briefly mentioned a Ship's Newspaper, but I never saw a
copy. Thanks to all of you for your service.

If anyone has any memories of my father, please e-mail me at

Bob.Malikin@state. MA.US
Massey, Billy T
Nickname Rate M2/c Division
Spouse Norma Lee Hometown
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Farming, Maintenance

Special Hobbies Horses, Motorcycles

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory  Crossing Equator and being at sea for 2 Yrs
Children 1 Grandchildren 1
Special Comments

Mayberry, Theodore Roosevelt

Nickname Ted Rate Coxswain Division Deck
Spouse Audey Hometown Cranberry, NC
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1941 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Mason

Special Hobbies Coal Miner

Favorite Memory Visits to Australia

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 5 GG2

Special Comments [ submitted this for Dad. He died accidentally in 1975. He often talked about his
WWII experiences and the Prometheus. He liked Australia and talked about being in
New Caldonia. He also participated in some exchange with the Russians. Was the
ship involved in that? Was it in the Pacific? Does anyone have any information
regarding this? If so, please reply to the above email. Thanks



McCutchan, Fred E

Nickname Rate EM 1/C Division 5th
Spouse Ethel Hometown San Francisco, CA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-04 Years To 1944-11

Civilian Occupation Pacific Tel & Tel Co, Plant Dept

Special Hobbies Building a Christian Church, Golf, & R V'ing
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments

McWherter, Robert H

Nickname Mac Rate EM?2/C Division 3rd
Spouse Gladys Hometown Davis, CA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-03 Years To 1946-06

Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Model Airplanes

Favorite Memory Being able to visit with my brother. He was on the AJAX (AR6)
Worst Memory  Was required to extend enlistment six months before leave was granted.
Children 2 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Murphy, Joe

Nickname Rate SIC Division

Spouse Martha Hometown Cutbank, MT

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-03 Years To 1945
Civilian Occupation City of Spokane Waste Dept

Special Hobbies Pool & Bowling

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 5 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments



Murphy, John A

Nickname Rate RM l/c Division 4th

Spouse Hometown Moorpark, CA

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1939 Years To 1944
Civilian Occupation Electrician

Special Hobbies Early Ford V-8 Club, Knife Collection, Citrus Label Collection, Tractor Club
Favorite Memory 10 days in Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory  Pearl Harbor Attack

Children 2 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Myers, Marshall W

Nickname Rate EM 3/c Division Eng
Spouse Hometown West New York, NJ

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-04 Years To 1946-04
Civilian Occupation Telephone Company

Special Hobbies

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments

Newman, Joe R

Nickname Sparka Rate EM 3/c Division Repair

Spouse Hometown Salem, OR

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944 Years To 1945
Civilian Occupation

Special Hobbies Playing organ and gambling (casino)

Favorite Memory Coming home and end of World War I1

Worst Memory  Ship being hit by kamikaze

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments



Novak, Jerry A

Nickname Rate MOMM2/c Division 5M
Spouse Helen Hometown Chicago, IL
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Federal Employee, U S Navy Technician 25 Yrs, DAS Contract Adm 10 Yrs.
Special Hobbies Hospital Volunteer and Church Work (Aid to needy)

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory  Leaving Sydney. Very rough weather for a couple of days

Children 7 Grandchildren 9

Special Comments

Ortman, Walter

Nickname Walt Rate MM2/c Division 3rd
Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Charles City, IA
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944-02 Years To 1946-06

Civilian Occupation Was a Design Engineer (Plumbing, Heating, Vent & Air Conditioning) Also, a Plant
Engineer responsible for all mechanical and electrical construction inside the facilities
and parking lot, snow removal and grass cutting.

Special Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Golf, Football, Baseball, Cooking, Baking, Singing, Travel.

Favorite Memory Meeting so many great men, plus the opportunity of being able to serve my Country by
being a part of a floating repair shop to service all types of ships.

Worst Memory  The typhoon that hit us in Buckner Bay, Okinawa. We came pretty close to capsizing.
Children 3 Grandchildren 6
Special Comments

Ose, James A

Nickname Rate M l/c Division Welding and Repair S
Spouse Ida (Spse Deceased) Hometown Oakland, CA
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1942 Years To 1945

Civilian Occupation Owner, Automotive Warchouse Distribution. After WWII, worked to rebuild the
automotive industry

Special Hobbies American Legion Chaplain (13 Yrs), VFW, Travel, History, Landscaping and Gardening

Favorite Memory To know that the USS VESTAL survived the war

Worst Memory 1. When the Concord ammunition dump exploded. We were up in dry-dock for repair
and having radar systems installed. I was below deck-a frightening experience. After
repair on the same ship I returned to the islands for one more year before I came home.
2. To hear our ship had been decommissioned and scrapped (died and buried)

Children 4 Grandchildren 12

Special Comments During my time on the VESTAL, I feel highly honored that I was able to enjoy each
and everyone, relate to their stories on ship and to learn something of their lives and
their families.



Pretlow, Austin D

Nickname Rate Seaman 1/C Division 1st
Spouse Maxine Hometown Olympia, WA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05 Years To 1944-11

Civilian Occupation Logger, Merchant Seaman
Special Hobbies Fishing, Hunting, Boating
Favorite Memory A few minutes ashore Pago Pago. Some liberty in Sydney, Australia 1943 and 1944

Worst Memory  The day I spilled cabbage on Admiral Halsey. Time in brig, solitary confinement on
bread and water

Children 4 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Price, Warren Leslie

Nickname Rate Petty Officer Division Chief
Spouse Mary Hometown San Jose, CA
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941 Years To 1946

Civilian Occupation Welder, Plumber, Butcher, Sheet Metal Worker
Special Hobbies Family, Building Home, Ranching, Animals, Hunting

Favorite Memory Since this is written by his only daughter, the only memory I personally have is how he
tried to redefine SNAFU to keep his children's vocabulary innocent; it did not work very
well. In addition to me, there were 4 boys. I remember how he wanted a lifetime of
military service, but a heart problem was brought on and aggravated by military service.

Worst Memory  He described the ship as a "repair ship" and loved the sea. When at sea, he grew a "red
beard to accompany his coal black hair. When he came home on leave to propose to our
Mother, our grandmother sent him walking like a hobo. When he returned "clean
shaven" he was invited in the house, even though our Mother had never taken to him
previously, but our father had told his uncle when he carried her off the beach in school
(she had fainted), that he was going to marry this girl someday-Our Uncle Otis had
laughed at him. Obviously our Father had the last laugh.

Children 5 Grandchildren 5 GG3
Special Comments Am going through old photos in the near future, after losing our mother in 2007 and
hopefully will have something to share with others. Our father unfortunately died in

1964 at the age of 41, leaving 5 minors raised by his wife, Mary. Mary did an
excellent job and never remarried.

Rininger, Jack

Nickname Cowoy Rate LDR 1l/c Division 5th
Spouse Jackie Hometown Cleves, OH
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1940-01 Years To 1944

Civilian Occupation Police Chief, Cleves, OH after service
Special Hobbies Boxing, Reading, Heavy Weight 1939 St of Montana
Favorite Memory Dropping bully in bout

Worst Memory  Being sunk in 1941 at Pearl Harbor. Being missed by bomb at less than 9 Ft, penetrated
ship before it exploded

Children 2 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments



Robbins, Arthur

Nickname Robby Rate CEO Division Elec

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Washington Heights, NY

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-07 Years To 1945-06
Civilian Occupation Electrical Contractor

Special Hobbies Traveling, Video

Favorite Memory Meeting different people

Worst Memory  Being away for long periods

Children 3 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Sanderson, M G

Nickname Sandy Rate CMM Division 4th
Spouse Jachy Hometown Los Angeles, CA
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-12 Years To 1945-07

Civilian Occupation Tool & Die Maker to Mechanical Engineer to Shop Superintendent
Special Hobbies Indy type Race Cars & Daytona (Stock Cars)

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 2

Special Comments

Sheridan, William R

Nickname Wild Bill Rate Ml/c Division Pipe Shop

Spouse Mary Hometown Churchville, MD

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941-03 Years To 1943-11
Civilian Occupation Metal Trades

Special Hobbies Travel and Gardening

Favorite Memory Good Shipmate Friends

Worst Memory  Pearl Harbor

Children 3 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments



Smith, Harry V

Nickname Smithy Rate SAO 1/C Division Gunners

Spouse Carol Hometown Rochester, NY

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1945 Years To 1946
Civilian Occupation Tree Surgeon

Special Hobbies Trains, Wood Work, Fishing, Gardening

Favorite Memory When the photographer from our ship went to another ship. Japan surrender.

Worst Memory  When we were in the typhoon on our way to Korea in 1945. In 1946 on our way back to
San Francisco to put the old ship out of commission

Children 4 Grandchildren 7

Special Comments

Sommers, William R

Nickname Bill Rate PMI Division

Spouse Margaret Hometown Milwaukee, WI

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1944 Years To 1945
Civilian Occupation Pattern Maker

Special Hobbies Bowling in three leagues, Dancing, Fishing & Hunting at lake home for 22 years
Favorite Memory

Worst Memory None

Children 2 Grandchildren 4

Special Comments

Spurgeon, Archie Lee

Nickname Al Rate BM 1/C Division 1st & 2nd
Spouse Esther Hometown Marshfield, OR
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1945-01 Years To 1945-11

Civilian Occupation Long shore man

Special Hobbies Electronics, Boat Building, Mechanics
Favorite Memory Leaving the ship when war ended

Worst Memory  Hurricane-South Pacific on Prometheus
Children 3 Grandchildren 5
Special Comments



Stafford, Winford

Nickname Wink Rate EMC Division Electrical

Spouse Reba Hometown Perry, AR

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1933 Years To 1941
Civilian Occupation Operating Engineer

Special Hobbies Dog Training & Golf

Favorite Memory Making of friends, participating in Vestal baseball team.

Worst Memory None

Children 0 Grandchildren

Special Comments "Wink" passed away Nov 26, 2002. We were married 66 yrs & 8 months. I was
always proud to be his wife. Reba M Stafford

Stelzer, Gerald (Jerry) A

Nickname Jerry Rate EM 3/c Division 5th

Spouse Helen Hometown Muenster, TX

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-11 Years To 1943
Civilian Occupation Electrical Contractor

Special Hobbies Camping, Fishing, Hunting, Golfing

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 4 Grandchildren 8

Special Comments

Stewart, Jameson D

Nickname Tom Rate MOMM 3/c Division

Spouse Jameson Hometown Beeville, TX

Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1945 Years To 1946
Civilian Occupation Oilfield

Special Hobbies Fishing and drinking a few beers

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children Grandchildren

Special Comments Address and e-mail is Tom's daughter. She is trying to find out info of when her father
was in the Navy



Stock, Frank Peter

Nickname Rate MMl/c Division 5-S
Spouse Camille Ann Hometown Detroit, MI
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1940-12 Years To 1945-06

Civilian Occupation Retired Police Detective, City of Hamtramck
Special Hobbies Rail Fan and Train Buff (Anything R.R.)
Favorite Memory R & R in Sydney, Australia 1943

Worst Memory  Returning to VESTAL and discovering my battle station and shop bombed and under
water

Children 3 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments

Stone, Vernon T

Nickname Pebbles Rate MS 1/c Division 1st & 5S

Spouse Fredreca Hometown Walnut Ridge, AR

Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1940-12 Years To 1944-04
Civilian Occupation Heating & Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Special Hobbies  Golf

Favorite Memory

Worst Memory

Children 2 Grandchildren 6 GG2

Special Comments

Storrs, Gordon

Nickname Rate Division

Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Oak Park, IL
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-04 Years To 1944-01

Civilian Occupation Mechanical Engineer

Special Hobbies Bowling

Favorite Memory Every meal a banquet

Worst Memory  Side cleaning

Children 3 Grandchildren 5

Special Comments



Velten, Walter

Nickname Chief Rate BM 1/C Division 5th
Spouse Dorothy Hometown Providence, RI
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-07 Years To 1945-06

Civilian Occupation Furnace Repair-TV Repair, Letter Carrier
Special Hobbies Fishing, Reading

Favorite Memory Sailing into Sydney Harbor 1943-44

Worst Memory 4 months mess cook in chiefs quarters
Children 2 Grandchildren 6

Special Comments

Vollkommer, Raymond E

Nickname Rate Cox Division 1st
Spouse Dolores Hometown Franklin Square, NY
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-06 Years To 1945-06

Civilian Occupation Heating Business

Special Hobbies Bowling, Reading, I have about 800 autographed photos of former Big League Ball
players

Favorite Memory A young Ensign telling Boat Coxin to "Haul ass and tie up the yardarm" instead of "Haul
out and tie up to the Boat Boom"

Worst Memory  Getting busted when I was at the top of the Cox'n list for reassignment thus extending my
time overseas.

Children 4 Grandchildren 4
Special Comments

Volz, Vernon H

Nickname Vern Rate S 1/C Division st
Spouse Marietta-Deceased Hometown Polo, IL
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1944-03 Years To 1946-03

Civilian Occupation Retail Business (Retired)

Special Hobbies Camping, Fishing, Woodworking

Favorite Memory 10 days in Sydney, Australia 1944

Worst Memory  The night the typhoon struck while the US WADLEIGH was tied helpless alongside
Children 2 Grandchildren 3

Special Comments



Watkins, Bernard R

Nickname Skins Rate SF3/c, SF2/c, SF 1
Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Keene, NH
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1939-09

Civilian Occupation Charter Pilot, Bethlehem Ship Yard, San Francisco
Special Hobbies Flying, Masonic Fraternity

Favorite Memory Ability to work big ship repairs

Worst Memory  Pearl Harbor Dec 7, 1941

Children 1 Grandchildren 2
Special Comments Enjoyed most of my 25 years of active duty

Division 6-S

Years To 1942-05

West, Jr, Charles D

Nickname Si Rate S/lc Division 5th
Spouse Frances-Deceased Hometown Penns Grove, NJ
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1943-12 Years To 1944-07

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies Golf

Favorite Memory Liberty on the Islands

Worst Memory  Being discharged in Jan 1945

Children 7 Grandchildren 8 GG2

Special Comments

Williams, John

Nickname Willie Rate MLIst
Spouse Spouse Deceased Hometown Mobsly, MO
Ship USS VESTAL (AR-4) Years From 1941-12

Civilian Occupation Molder

Special Hobbies Horse buggy building

Favorite Memory 6 days at Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory

Children 1 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments

Division Foundry

Years To 1944-12



Witner, Harold L

Nickname Rate
Spouse Ruby Hometown Akron, OH
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1943

Civilian Occupation Retired

Special Hobbies Guns

Favorite Memory Trip to Sydney, Australia

Worst Memory  Damaged evacuations (Salt Water Showers)
Children 0 Grandchildren 0
Special Comments

Division

Years To 1945

Woodward, Jr (Ret), CW04 Daniel B

Nickname Woody Rate BMI1/CBM
Spouse Reiko Hometown Aiken, SC
Ship USS PROMETHEUS (AR-3) Years From 1942-05

Civilian Occupation Manager, Dept of Motor Vehicles, San Diego, CA
Special Hobbies Gardening, Walking, Reading, and Baseball
Favorite Memory Visit to Sydney, Australia in 1943

Division 2nd

Years To 1943-09

Worst Memory  Being transferred at night, without prior notice to relieve the Skippers son in Espiritu

Santos
Children 2 Grandchildren 1

Special Comments Retired 1 April 1966 as a Chief Warrant Officer W-4 at the Anti-Submarine Warfare

School, San Diego, CA with 30 yrs and 3 months service.



